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SARCOPTIC MANGE

What is Sarcoptic mange?

Sarcoptic mange is a skin disease caused by the mite Sarcoptes scabiei which is highly
infectious; and can be passed easily from one dog to another. The mite burrows into the
superficial layer of the skin where it lays eggs. Once a dog has been infected with this mite it
becomes very itchy and will scratch and chew its body, legs and head resulting in self-trauma,
hairloss and inflamed, crusting skin. Skin lesions are most commonly seen on the ear tips,
elbows and hocks (to a lesser degree on the abdomen and chest). The mite is very small and
only visible under the microscope.

Occasionally humans can pick up the infection resulting in a minor, short lived skin irritation.
The mite will not survive for more than 2-3 days away the dog and cannot reproduce on
human skin.

How is it diagnosed?

Diagnosis is made from the clinical signs and distribution of skin disease and confirmed by
microscopic examination of scrapings from the dog’s skin to visualise mites. Unfortunately
the mite is difficult to find and diagnosis is often based on clinical signs and history alone.

How is it treated?
Sarcoptic mange can be treated by a combination of the following, depending on the severity
of the problem and breed of the dog:

* A course of IVERMECTIN injections (3-5) given 10-14 days apart. It can take up to 2
injections before a response to treatment is seen. This drug is not safe for use in Rough
Collies or Shetland Sheep Dogs (Shelties).

*  Once fortnightly topical application of SELEMECTIN (“Revolution”) for 3 applications.

*  AMITRAZ bathing (dilute 2ml of AMITRAZ to 1000ml of cool water). Your veterinary
surgeon will give you another handout with details regarding the proper use of this drug.

* Antibiotics may be given if there is concurrent bacterial skin infection.

* A short course of corticosteroids may be necessary if the dog is very pruritic (itchy).

How to prevent recurrence or spread?

* Once treatment has started, it is important to soak collars, grooming tools, bedding and
spray the living area (kennel) with diluted AMITRAZ solution (2ml : 1000ml water).

* Regular skin scrapings should be performed to check the efficacy of treatment.

* [tisagood idea to treat all in contact dogs.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONSULT YOUR VET
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