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FLEA AND TICK CONTROL

Why do | need to use preventative measures?

Fleas and ticks are very common in the humid and warm environment of Hong Kong, and can cause a variety of conditions from
skin disease, allergies and life-threatening anaemias. Control of these pests is therefore of the utmost importance. Also large
numbers of flea eggs in your flat can lead to mass hatchings and fleas biting yourself and your family!

Where does my pet get them from?

Every time your pet goes outside then they can pick up fleas and ticks. Fleas lay eggs everywhere in the animal’s normal
environment, thereby producing a growing reservoir of parasites within the home that can cause repeated or continued infestation.
It is also possible to bring fleas and ticks home to your pets (vets often do!).

What are the signs of infestation?

A low level of fleas may not cause any obvious signs of disease in your pet. However allergic conditions can be caused by continual
exposure to flea bite saliva, and increasing numbers of the parasite can lead to excessive scratching, depression, hair loss and skin
infections. You may see actual fleas on your pet.

Ticks are large slow moving parasites that feed and then drop off, so the actual parasite may or may not be seen. Tick bites are
small raised itchy lesions on the skin. In Hong Kong a number of parasites are carried by ticks and spread to your dog’s blood via the
tick’s saliva during feeding. These are collectively termed TICK FEVER and kill many dogs every year. Clinical signs of this disease
are fever, lethargy, anaemia or jaundice, loss of appetite, and dark brown or red urine. For more information please refer to our Tick
Fever information sheet.

What preventative measures are available?
Effective control involves treating both the animal and the environment ALL YEAR ROUND:

YOUR PET:

e FRONTLINE spray or spot-on plus should be applied once monthly in order to control fleas (and to a lesser extent ticks).
The spray is safe to use in pregnant and lactating animals and puppies and kittens from 2-3 days. Spot-on plus is safe to use
from 8 weeks of age in both puppies and kittens.

e REVOLUTION spot-on can be applied every 4 weeks for reasonable flea control but is not very effective for ticks. It is safe
to use in kittens and puppies from 8 weeks of age.

e ADVANTIX spot-on (for dogs only) can be applied every 4 weeks for more resistant fleas and ticks, it is safe to use from 7
weeks of age.

e PREVENTIC tick collars are available for dogs, but should not be used in puppies less than 12 weeks of age. The collar is not
effective against fleas so should be used in conjunction with either FRONTLINE, REVOLUTION or ADVANTIX. Full
protection occurs 48 hours after collar application, collars should be changed every 2 months and removed during bathing
or swimming.

e SERESTO tick and flea collars are available for dogs (<8kg and >8kg) and can be used in puppies from 7 weeks of age.
Protection can last for 4-8 months (recommended to change every 6 months).

THE ENVIRONMENT:
Whilst adult fleas live on your pet, the eggs, larvae and pupae all reside inside the house, providing a reservoir for repeat infections.

e Flea bombs and sprays (DO NOT USE ON YOUR PET'S COAT)

e Pest control services

e PROGRAM a once monthly oral treatment given to your cat or dog that prevents subsequent eggs laid from hatching. It is
often used in conjunction with topical flea control e.g. FRONTLINE etc. as it does not kill adult fleas but is rather a long
term preventative environmental measure. It has to be given to all animals in the house all year round to be effective.

{ FOR APPROPRIATE FLEA AND TICK CONTROL FOR YOUR PET PLEASE CONSULT YOUR VET ]
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