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DEMODECTIC MANGE

What is Demodectic Mange?

This is a relatively common condition in dogs caused by the mite Demodex canis which lives in the
hair follicle. The mites can only be visualized under the microscope. If this condition occurs without
secondary bacterial infection, it is usually not pruritic (itchy). If a dog is infected it normally exhibits
alopecia (hairloss) around the eyes, face and forelimbs although in more generalised forms the
hairloss can be extensive.

There are two stages in a dog’s life where they can exhibit the disease:

* The juvenile presentation is seen before 18 months old, with the majority between 6-12 months.

* The mature onset form of the disease is seen in adult dogs which are immunosuppressed (due to
drug therapy or debilitating disease).

This mite is transmitted by direct contact; puppies pick up the mites in the first 2-3 days of life from

their mother. This disease is not contagious to other dogs, and humans cannot pick up the mites. A
high proportion of normal dogs may carry a low numbers of mites on their skin.

How is it diagnosed?

Diagnosis is made from the clinical signs and distribution of skin disease and confirmed by
microscopic examination of deep skin scrapings from the dog’s skin to visualize mites.

How is it treated?

Demodectic mange can be treated by a combination of the following, depending on the severity of the
problem and breed of the dog. In some mild cases in young dogs this is not always necessary and
clinical signs can fully resolve without treatment:

* A course of oral IVERMECTIN over an extended period. This drug is not safe for use in Rough
Collies or Shetland Sheepdogs (Shelties).

*  AMITRAZ bathing (dilute 4ml of AMITRAZ to 1000ml of cool water). Your veterinary surgeon
will give you another handout with details regarding the proper use of this drug.

* Antibiotics/anti-fungals may be given if there is concurrent bacterial/fungal skin infection.

How to prevent recurrence or spread?

Regular deep skin scrapings should be performed to check the efficacy of treatment.

The AMITRAZ wash (+/- oral IVERMECTIN) is continued for one month after your veterinary
surgeon has collected 2 consecutive negative skin scrapings (2-4 weeks apart). The disease can
reoccur and can be particularly difficult to treat in Sharpeis, Dobermans and other short coated breeds.
As the transmission is from bitch to pups affected dogs should not be bred from and be desexed.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONSULT YOUR VET
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