


The Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (Hong Kong) 
was started in 1903 and formally 
established in 1921, making it the 
longest-standing charity in Hong 
Kong and the region devoted to 
animal welfare.

Throughout the decades, its mission 
remains ”to promote kindness to 
animals, to protect their health and 
welfare, to prevent cruelty, and 
through education, cultivate a deep 
respect for life in the community 
so that all living creatures may live 
together in harmony.”

Today the Society has over 27,000 
members.

The SPCA’s key areas of work are:

• Lobbying and campaigning for 
animal welfare and alleviating 
animal suffering.

• Operating an Inspectorate to 
rescue animals including wildlife,  
help enforce animal welfare 
laws and initiate prosecution of 
offenders.



• To rehome abandoned and 
rescued animals.

• To help control animal 
population by desexing loosely 
owned and feral animals.

• Monitoring of food animal 
welfare standards.

• Education of the public and 
young people on animal welfare 
concepts.





The Society is a registered charity, 
run by its members through an 
Executive Committee. It receives 
only about one per cent of its 
funding from the government and 
must raise the funds it spends on 
animal welfare itself – which it did 
successfully again this year through 
the operation of veterinary clinics, 
boarding facilities, members’ 
services, fundraising activities, 
donations and membership fees.

In 2012/2013, the Society 
achieved its welfare, veterinary 
and education objectives. We 
introduced some new initiatives, 
highlighted in this review, and, 
despite rising costs, raised a fair 
surplus. With our loyal members’ 
ongoing support, the Society 
continued to work towards making 

Hong Kong safe for animals, 
a place where they may co-
exist harmoniously with people. 
We continued to advise, lobby 
and help the government and 
other organisations to promote 
responsible pet ownership and 
alleviate the problem of animal 
overpopulation. Our work 
confronting cruelty continued with 
some notable successes.

Again this year saw the SPCA 
involved in a wide range of issues, 
including lobbying to support the 
government’s proposed legislation 
on licensing all breeding of dogs. 
Initiatives such as a community 
adoption centre in Stanley and 
a New Territories Animal Welfare 
Centre in Yuen Long, specialising 
in desexing, were started.

A long-term holistic approach 
to reducing unwanted animal 
populations remained a top 
priority, as did the implementation 
of government sanctioned, 
VFLHQWLÀ�F�7UDS�1HXWHU�5HWXUQ�
�715��WULDOV��$IWHU�À�QDOO\�JDLQLQJ�
the government’s approval 
for the programme, a series of 
consultations with residents and 
District Councils followed and 
permission was given to proceed 
by the Islands District Council and 
residents of Cheung Chau Island. 
This represents a milestone for 
animal welfare in Hong Kong and 
shows the government’s willingness 
to explore progressive change. 
It is hoped that the trials will take 
SODFH�LQ�WKH�À�UVW�TXDUWHU�RI������
once the necessary legislation has 
been completed.
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The SPCA’s Cat Colony Care 
Programme (CCCP) continued to 
be a major contributing factor in 
the decline of the government’s 
cat euthanasia rate. The year saw 
a further 6,000 cats desexed and 
ZH�KDYH�����UHJLVWHUHG�FDUHUV�
and 1,281 registered colonies 
across Hong Kong. Under the 
programme, cats are caught and 
brought to the SPCA by carers to 
be spayed or neutered. They are 
then micro-chipped, ear-tipped 
and released to live out their lives 
under a carer’s watchful eye. 
The success of the CCCP is a 
testament to our commitment to 
controlling animal populations in a 
humane and effective way.
A Section 16 Application to 
the Town Planning Board was 
successful in gaining permission 
to build a New Territories 
Animal Welfare Centre on Tsing 
Yi. The SPCA now awaits the 
government’s decision on issuing 
a lands grant before site work and 
construction can begin. Given that 
50 per cent of the SPCA’s work is 
carried out in the New Territories, 
this centre is vital to the Society’s 
being able to meet the future 
QHHGV�RI�WKH�DUHD��7KLV�ZLOO�EHQHÀ�W�
the community in animal rescue, 
desexing, population control, 
education, companion animal 
support and the prevention of 
cruelty.

The SPCA’s Inspectorate 
continued to work round the 

clock rescuing and protecting 
a wide range of domestic and 
wild animals. With the need to 
constantly expand and vary 
expertise as well as provide 
specialised training throughout the 
year, the SPCA’s Cadet Inspector 
Scheme continued to grow, as did 
our Volunteer Inspectors cadre, 
who are playing an increasingly 
important role. Despite receiving 
nearly 39,000 hotline calls and a 
slight rise in prosecutions this year, 
no increase in animal cruelty 
and abuse cases was evident. 
The community’s concern about 
animal welfare continues to rise 
as the public become better 
informed and less tolerant of those 
who do not respect animals.

The SPCA continued to share 
its knowledge and experience. 
Several of our staff participated in 
and gave presentations at forums, 
conferences and meetings in 
Hong Kong, China and beyond. 
The SPCA’s role as a member of an 
international coalition continued, 
with joint lobbying against large-
scale cruelty and the use of 
animals in performances in Asia.

Our work in China has continued 
to yield results. The SPCA has an 
ongoing liaison and sharing with 
China’s veterinary community, and 
provides advice and assistance 
to Public Security Bureaus on dog 
management. This year saw a 
successful collaboration with the 

Guangzhou PSB, who opened 
a well-planned and managed 
adoption centre. A project to enlist 
top movie directors and actors to 
SURGXFH�WHQ�VKRUW�À�OPV�SURPRWLQJ�
respect for animals, was launched 
with the support of China’s 
Tencent and will be completed 
LQ�������7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�VWHDG\�
and encouraging expansion of 
our humane education textbooks 
in both primary and secondary 
schools in China.

Despite the constant challenges 
RI�UDLVLQJ�IXQGV��RXU�À�QDQFHV�
remain sound. The Fundraising 
Department again performed 
admirably to ensure we had the 
PHDQV�UHTXLUHG�WR�FDUU\�RXW�RXU�
considerable welfare initiatives. 
The SPCA’s dedicated and 
generous volunteers deserve much 
credit as well: its goals could not 
have been achieved without their 
time and effort. It relies on this 
team of caring people to help 
walk dogs, clean kennels, work at 
charity stalls and serve in many 
other key roles.

The SPCA extends a heartfelt 
thank you to members, donors 
and everyone who has supported 
it throughout the year. Your 
generosity and thoughtfulness 
have helped a great number of 
DQLPDOV�DQG�DOVR�EHQHÀ�WHG�PDQ\�
people and enhanced social 
harmony.





While the number of calls 
received decreased slightly, the 
Inspectorate’s workload has 
increased considerably - mainly 
due to a rise in suspected animal 
cruelty reports and cases which 
UHTXLUHG�IXUWKHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��$Q�
increasing amount of time and 
effort was spent correcting the 
misperception that random acts of 
cruelty to animals was on the rise. 
The Inspectorate have also had 
to deal regularly with unfounded 
accusations and challenges 
by a small, active, but often 
obstinate group, at the scene of 
incidents. Operational and service 
improvements have been made in 
order to better serve the needs of 
the public and protect animals.

35(9(17,21�2)�&58(/7<
$QLPDO�SRLVRQLQJ�DW�%RZHQ�5RDG�
and Black’s Link
The year again saw the 
Inspectorate working hard to 

prevent dog poisoning, with 
numerous special operations and 
1,027 visits and patrols, totaling 
360 hours. Unfortunately, despite 
our efforts, we still received reports 
RI�ÀYH�VXVSHFWHG�GRJ�SRLVRQLQJ�
cases. Three involved dead dogs 
with poisoned bait found, one 
with poisoned bait only and the 
remaining involved two dogs that 
showed symptoms of poisoning.

Investigation of Cruelty Complaints
The SPCA Inspectorate Counter 
Animal Cruelty Task Force 
continued to operate effectively, 
investigating an increasing number 
of cases in a fair, reasonable and 
lawful manner. Each case was 
assessed with reference to the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
2UGLQDQFH�DQG�5HJXODWLRQV��&DS�
169 and 169A; “Advices” and 
“Warnings” are issued based on 
internationally recognised animal 
welfare standards. 





As seen from the Inspectorate’s 
day-to-day work, the state of 
animal welfare in Hong Kong 
continues to steadily improve. 
The public is generally respectful 
of life and animals. The results 
of suspected animal cruelty 
investigations continued to 
show a very low rate of genuine 
contravention of the law and 
compares favourably with other 
major cities in the world.

Although there were claims and 
reports by certain groups and 
LQGLYLGXDOV��WKDW�KXPDQ�LQÁ�LFWHG�
cruelty has been on the increase, 
there was a lack of evidence to 
support these assumptions and 
no corroboration from any of the 
VXEVHTXHQW�DXWRSVLHV�SHUIRUPHG�

The year saw improved 
cooperation and coordination 
amongst the Police, AFCD and the 
SPCA. The Animal Watch Scheme 
and the Inter-departmental 
Task Force for Animal Welfare 
continued to function effectively. 
To better work with the Police, 
the Inspectorate provided more 
training and experience sharing 
provided to the Police and 
lectures were given at divisional 
and CID level, including the New 
Territories, Island Division and the 
Detective Training Division.  

,QYHVWLJDWLRQ�5HVXOWV
This year, “advice” given to 
cases with unsatisfactory welfare 
standards increased by 21%, 

while “warnings” given saw only a 
slight rise. 29 cases were referred to 
the police for further investigation 
and prosecution. 16 cases went 
to court in which 2 cases were 
pending trial and 12 cases resulted 
in the defendants convicted 
DQG�À�QHG�EHWZHHQ�+.�������
WR�+.���������,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�
À�QHV��WKUHH�GHIHQGDQWV�ZHUH�
VHQWHQFHG�WR���PRQWKV����PRQWKV�
and 8 months respectively. One 
GHIHQGDQW�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�����
hours community service. From the 
16 animal cruelty cases, a total of 
���GRJV�DQG����FDWV�ZHUH�UHVFXHG��

EDUCATION
Educating Young People
The Inspectorate organised a 
four-day Humane Education Day 
Camp with the YMCA for ten 
WHHQDJHV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�WHQ�WR����
years old, and further-improved 
the training programme for the 
����������&DGHW�,QVSHFWRUV�
Intake. In addition, 16 students 
and two teachers from the West 
,VODQG�6FKRRO�MRLQHG�D�À�YH�GD\�
animal welfare programme and 
gained hands on animal handling 
experience from the Inspectorate.

Cadet Inspector Corps
The Cadet Inspector Corps has 
become a permanent programme 
at the SPCA. This year, there were 
51 applicants, of which 26 had 
completed the initial training and 
were accepted into the Cadet 
Inspector Corps.

Training for Inspectors
Apart from running a variety of 
training courses for the Inspectors, 
including First Aid Courses, Animal 
Cruelty Law and Enforcement, 
Supervisor Training Courses and 
Wild Animal Care and Handling, 
overseas exchange visits and 
DWWDFKPHQWV�IRU�VHOHFWHG�RIÀ�FHUV�
were also arranged.

A Chief Inspector and a 
Senior Inspector attended an 
attachment programme at the 
563&$�1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV�DQG�WKH�
563&$�4XHHQVODQG�GXULQJ�0DUFK�
2013. Such visits and working 
attachments are invaluable for 
sharing of ideas and enhancing 
JRRG�SUDFWLFHV��WHFKQLTXHV�DQG�
procedures. We are grateful 
WR�WKH�563&$�$XVWUDOLD�IRU�WKHLU�
cooperation. 

The SPCA Inspectorate has, once 
again, demonstrated its ability 
and commitment to effective and 
continual improvement and its 
resulting performance has again 
contributed greatly in positively 
impacting animal welfare in Hong 
Kong.
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Several animal cruelty prosecution 
cases undertaken during the 
year resulted in large numbers of 
animals (27 dogs, 80 cats, and 
53 dogs and cats respectively) 
coming into the care of the SPCA. 
Many of these animals had to 
be rehabilitated and cared for 
by our animal care team during 
the judicial process. At times, 
looking after these additional 
animals and meeting their welfare 
needs put a great strain on our 
resources – occupying much 
needed kennels and cages for 
many months, stretching the hard 
working animal care team to its 
limits. Indeed, caring for these 
poor animals was only made 
possible by our dedicated kennel 
/ cattery volunteers and dog 
walkers who not only regularly 
support our adoption programme 
but also stepped in to provide 
extra assistance. It is extremely 
rewarding for all when we see 
these animals placed in loving 
new homes.

Several animal cruelty prosecution 
cases undertaken during the 
year resulted in large numbers of 
animals (27 dogs, 80 cats, and 
53 dogs and cats respectively) 
coming into the care of the SPCA. 
Many of these animals had to 
be rehabilitated and cared for 
by our animal care team during 
the judicial process. At times, 
looking after these additional 
animals and meeting their welfare 
needs put a great strain on our 
resources – occupying much 
needed kennels and cages for 
many months, stretching the hard 
working animal care team to its 
limits. Indeed, caring for these 
poor animals was only made 
possible by our dedicated kennel 
/ cattery volunteers and dog 
walkers who not only regularly 
support our adoption programme 
but also stepped in to provide 
extra assistance. It is extremely 
rewarding for all when we see 
these animals placed in loving 
new homes.
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Once again, we participated 
in the international Adoptathon 
HYHQW�RYHU�WKH�À�UVW�ZHHNHQG�
of May. This event aims to raise 
awareness about animal adoption 
and encourage potential 
owners to adopt rather than 
buy, giving abandoned animals 
a second chance. During the 
event, we promoted not only 
our own, but also some other 
local organisations’ adoption 
programmes. At the end of the 
Adoptathon, 83 animals were 
adopted from the SPCA with 
another 17 adopted out by the 
other participating organisations.

Each year the SPCA adopts 
out many cats and dogs but 
we also adopt out a growing 
QXPEHU�RI�DQLPDOV�FODVVLÀ�HG�DV�
“others”. Traditionally this category 
consisted of hamsters, rabbits, 

chinchillas, guinea pigs and 
terrapins but, worryingly, more and 
more exotic species are being 
NHSW�DV�SHWV�DQG��VXEVHTXHQWO\��
abandoned. During this year, the 
SPCA rehomed snakes, lizards, 
hedgehogs and some more 
unusual types of tortoises and 
turtles.

This increased keeping of exotic 
pets is a worrying trend as often 
WKH\�KDYH�YHU\�VSHFLÀ�F�QHHGV�
in terms of diet, habitat and 
other care which often potential 
owners may not be aware of can 
lead to neglect. When owners 
lose interests or as these animals 
become sick as the result of lack 
of appropriate care, many of 
them are abandoned. The exotic 
pet trade is a major animal welfare 
issue in Hong Kong that is often 
overlooked.
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The impact of both our 
educational efforts over 
the years and the practical 
assistance offered by the different 
SURJUDPPHV�FDQ�EH�UHÁ�HFWHG�LQ�
terms of an increased neutering 
rate amongst owned animals 
and also, to some extent, in 
the falling companion animal 
euthanasia rate in Hong Kong. The 
last reported neutering rates in 
2010 for owned cats (71.5%) and 
dogs (55.1%) are almost on a par 
with other developed countries, 
increasing from 51.6% and 36% 
respectively in 2005.

Our cat trap, neuter and return 
programme, the Cat Colony Care 
Programme that started in August 
�����KDV�KHOSHG�RYHU��������
cats – neutering them for free. In 
mature colony zones, the birth 
UDWH�LV�VLJQLÀ�FDQWO\�UHGXFHG��RYHU�
time, the population stabilises and 
then reduces. Now the SPCA’s Cat 
Colony Care Programme helps to 
KXPDQHO\�PDQDJH�VLJQLÀ�FDQWO\�
more cats than the government’s 
traditional trap and remove 
approach.

Our mobile desexing surgery (the 
Animal Welfare Vehicle) started 
operation in September 2002 and 
targets the historically more rural 

areas of Hong Kong. The vehicle 
was developed with the aim of 
educating dog and cat owning 
villagers about desexing as well as 
providing access to the service. 
Neutering is provided at a low 
cost; to encourage proper and 
responsible dog ownership, micro-
chipping and licensing are offered 
for free at the time of surgery if 
the dog is not yet registered. On 
occasions, the vehicle can also 
provide assistance to animal 
shelters or enrolled cat colonies 
which are remotely located. 
Since its inception, this vehicle 
has helped to neuter over 30,000 
animals. This year, in addition to 
helping the usual cats and dogs, 
we also neutered three goats.

The Spay Neuter Assistance 
Programme (SNAP) voucher 
scheme commenced in May 
2006 and is a tool to be used to 
encourage and assist the general 
pet owning population (who might 
KDYH�VRPH�À�QDQFLDO�OLPLWDWLRQV��
to access veterinary services 
and neuter their dog or cat. The 
vouchers provide a discount on 
the cost of neutering and can 
be used either at the SPCA or 
private veterinary clinics. Since 
it commenced, the scheme has 
helped to neuter more than 6,000 

dogs and cats; this year, besides 
the SPCA clinics, 69 private clinics 
supported the programme.

Our Community Dog Programme 
aims to target problematic 
populations of dogs who are at 
most risk of breeding, such as 
construction site or work site dogs 
or problematic village dogs. Their 
owners may not be able or willing 
to access other programmes. 
Problem areas or cases are 
LGHQWLÀ�HG�DQG�WKH�LVVXHV�GLVFXVVHG�
with the dogs owners. Cases may 
then be referred to our other 
animal birth control programmes 
or offered with special assistance 
either in accessing neutering 
services (often by assisting with 
transport of the animals) or in 
À�QDQFLDO�WHUPV�

In parallel to these programmes 
runs our longstanding Cinderella 
Fund that aims to help animals 
(and their owners) who may 
not be captured by our other 
SURJUDPPHV�RU�KDYH�GLIÀ�FXOW\�
in accessing them. These cases 
are assessed on an individual 
basis and include CSSA recipients 
and social worker referred cases 
amongst others.
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Legislative Amendment and 
Lobbying 
This year, the forefront of our 
lobbying efforts has continued 
to centre on establishing an 
RIÀ�FLDO�WULDO�RI�D�7UDS�1HXWHU�
5HWXUQ�SURJUDPPH�IRU�GRJV�ZLWK�
WKH�LQWHQW�WKDW�WKH�EHQHÀ�WV�RI�
such a programme would be 
RIÀ�FLDOO\�UHFRJQLVHG�DQG�LQFOXGHG�
as an option for humane dog 
management in Hong Kong. In 
addition, we continue to lobby for 
increased regulation of the pet 
trade in Hong Kong.

Amending Dog Breeding and 
Trading Legislation
Over the years, the SPCA has 
provided shelter and care to 
many of the cast offs from illegal 
dog breeding and trading 
establishments.  These weakened, 

sick animals not only come to us 
IURP�KLJK�SURÀ�OH�RSHUDWLRQV��PDQ\�
DOVR�FRPH�WR�XV�DIWHU�EHLQJ�TXLHWO\�
abandoned on the street once 
their use as breeding machines 
have ended or they have not 
been able to be sold.

The SPCA continues to push for 
stricter legislation and heavier 
penalties commensurate to 
the scale of suffering caused, 
especially in cases where many 
animals have endured prolonged 
suffering and neglect. Currently, 
it is often hard to prove that 
these undeclared, unlicensed 
breeding establishments are a 
commercial operation. There is 
seldom a money trail connecting 
these mills to buyers, or even to 
the true masterminds behind as 
puppies may be sold off site or 

over the internet. These puppy 
mills exist because of a loophole 
in the current law that enables 
self-declared “home breeders” to 
escape regulation. Under present 
law, there is currently no maximum 
number of animals that a “home 
breeder” can have.

In October 2012, the SPCA 
welcomed the AFCD’s efforts to 
close this loophole and strengthen 
the law by proposing a series of 
permits to regulate all commercial 
dog breeding, improve the 
regulation of pet shops as well 
as increasing the penalties for 
defendants. Though a step in 
the right direction, we are also 
anxious to close any loopholes 
and address any shortcomings the 
future amendment may have. The 
SPCA has been actively involved 





in the consultation process, and 
not only continues to work towards 
a robust and effective legislative 
amendment with the government, 
but is also working on a concurrent 
public education campaign to 
heighten awareness and improve 
the welfare of animals in the pet 
trade.

715�7ULDO�3UHSDUDWLRQ�
The SPCA has done extensive work 
WRZDUGV�D�GRJ�715�WULDO�IRU�+RQJ�
Kong. In 2012, the government 
PDGH�D�VLJQLÀ�FDQW�VWHS�IRUZDUG�E\�
VWDUWLQJ�RIÀ�FLDO�SXEOLF�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�
RQ�715�LQ�GLVWULFWV�ZKHUH�SRWHQWLDO�
trial sites were proposed. Despite a 
positive response during the public 
consultation, the affected District 
Councils, whilst being supportive, 
were unable to agree on the initial 
trial sites that were proposed. 
,GHQWLÀ�FDWLRQ�DQG�SURSRVDO�RI�
alternative sites was encouraged. 
Work on alternative trial sites is 
ongoing and looking hopeful. 

&RPPXQLW\�2XWUHDFK�²�5DLVLQJ�
Awareness
In October 2012, in conjunction 
ZLWK�:RUOG�5DELHV�'D\�DQG�RQ�WKH�
back of some concerns raised 
over local companion animal 
management problems (roaming 
owned dogs and unwanted litters 

being born), the Inspectorate 
and the Welfare Department 
collaborated on a well-received 
Cheung Chau community project, 
offering targeted low cost or free 
desexing and rabies vaccination 
for the island’s animals. The 
Inspectorate also spared no 
effort in embarking on an island 
wide survey on dog ownership in 
Cheung Chau, surveying some 
1,000 households on their dog 
keeping habits. Such information 
is useful when trying to understand 
issues and developing strategies 
for intervention. 

A Helping Hand 
Increasingly we are approached 
by overwhelmed individuals who 
are trying to help unwanted 
animals and may be in need of 
assistance or help with adoption. 
With the number of such 
“shelters” increasing, the SPCA 
can, depending on need and 
resources, lend a hand by offering 
technical advice, assistance with 
veterinary care and neutering to 
improve the lives of these animals. 

However, we also encounter 
more cases of animal hoarders, 
often referred by social workers, 
members of the public or the 
police, where owners keep many 

animals in dire conditions but 
refuse to acknowledge that these 
animals are suffering or that their 
conditions must be improved. 
This is a complex issue with a high 
recidivism rate. In some cases, 
prolonged engagement and 
support from family members can 
help to resolve these issues and 
improve both animal and human 
welfare. However in situations 
where uncooperative parties and 
/ or severe welfare problems are 
involved, prosecution is the only 
effective remedy. 

Explore, Evaluate, Evolve
We continue to explore trends in 
animal welfare in Hong Kong to 
better target our efforts and help 
our existing programmes improve 
and evolve. This year we were 
very fortunate to have two teams 
of extremely dedicated students 
who volunteered to work with 
us on much needed topics. In 
partnership with the Hong Kong 
University’s Social Justice Summer 
Internship Programme, intrepid 
interns looked into the exotic 
pet trade in Hong Kong, whilst 
À�QDO�\HDU�7VLQJ�<L�,9(�VWXGHQWV�
explored trends in adoption and 
public perceptions of the SPCA’s 
adoption efforts.

À�QDO�\HDU�7VLQJ�<L�,9(�VWXGHQWV�
explored trends in adoption and 
public perceptions of the SPCA’s 
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The department is proud to 
report another excellent year 
FOLQLFDOO\��À�QDQFLDOO\�DQG�LQ�LWV�
provision of welfare services. The 
department is proud of its nature, 
XQLTXH�LQ�+RQJ�.RQJ�²�WKDW�DOO�
SURÀ�WV�IURP�LWV�KDUG�ZRUN�JR�WR�
assist the organisation’s welfare 
programmes. The assistance that 
our vets give to much-loved pet 
animals generates income that 
goes to help less fortunate animals 
in the territory. Our veterinary 
surgeons continue to be the 
foundation of the Society’s welfare 
work including assisting in cruelty 
investigations and prosecutions, 
animal adoption and stray animal 
control programmes and the 
fundamentally important (as it gets 
to the very root of the problem of 
an overpopulation of unowned 
animals) desexing work for our 
Animal Welfare Vehicle and Cat 

Colony Care and Community Dog 
Programmes. 

During the year 2012/2013 the 
department performed over 
25,000 consultations and over 
9,000 surgeries on pet animals 
alone and cared for over 3,200 
sick or injured pet animals in our 
���KRXU�KRVSLWDO��7KLV�LV�QRW�HYHQ�
counting the many thousands of 
unowned animals desexed in the 
year. Take the street cats; when 
you consider that each one the 
vet department desexed had the 
SRWHQWLDO�WR�SURGXFH��«��«���
more within a year, the value of 
the department’s work to Hong 
Kong becomes apparent. With 
WKH�UHFHQW�XQVHWWOLQJ�FRQÀ�UPHG�
presence of rabies in Taiwan, the 
importance of the SPCA’s work in 
providing rabies vaccinations for 
unowned animals was highlighted.



• Ultrasound units are now 
available in Hong Kong, 
Kowloon and Sai Kung 
and, most recently, Hang 
Hau centres, bringing this 
sophisticated and non-
invasive imaging system to 
an even larger number of our 
members.

• Endoscopy. State-of-the-art 
¶6WRU]·�HQGRVFRSLF�HTXLSPHQW�
has been installed in our Hong 
Kong centre and the vets 
are enthusiastically training 
themselves in the use of 
this versatile and minimally-
invasive diagnostic tool.

• Digital radiography. Our Hong 
Kong centre’s diagnostic 
capabilities were further 
increased by the installation 
of a sophisticated digital 
radiography unit, allowing 
D�VXSHUE�TXDOLW\�LPDJH�LQ�
seconds.

�� ,'(;;�ODERUDWRU\�HTXLSPHQW�
upgrades. Both our Hong 
Kong and Kowloon centres 
have enjoyed major upgrades 
in the sophistication of 
their laboratory analyzing 
HTXLSPHQW�

• Underwater treadmill.  The 
GHSDUWPHQW�KDV�DFTXLUHG��
and is making regular use of, 

an underwater treadmill that 
allows dogs to exercise joints 
and muscles while their weight 
is supported. A powerful tool 
in the process of rehabilitation 
after illness or injury, the 
WUHDGPLOO�ZDV�WKH�À�UVW�LQVWDOOHG�
in a veterinary clinic in Hong 
Kong. The department is very 
grateful to Diana Wu and to 
the Benadie family for their 
support of this advance.

• New Senior Surgeon.  The 
department has welcomed 
a new senior surgeon, Dr 
Leonard Hamilton, who has 
undertaken a busy and 
versatile soft-tissue and 
orthopaedic caseload.

,PSURYHPHQWV�	�5HÀ�QHPHQW

The past year has seen a large number of improvements and additions to our clinical facilities:





Future Plans

• The most exciting thing in 
store for the organisation is 
the opening of a new centre 
in Fairview Park, near Yuen 
Long, this coming autumn. 
This represents a huge 
geographical expansion 
for the SPCA, extending our 
reach into the northwestern 
New Territories. The centre will 
provide veterinary services for 
pet animals in the area and 
will also act as a crucial centre 
for desexing work for the 
Welfare department.

• We look forward to the arrival 
of several new veterinary 
surgeons who will begin their 
service to the SPCA and thus 
to the greater good of Hong 
Kong’s animal population.

• In recognition of the fact that 
not all pets are dogs and 
cats we look forward to the 
expansion of our exotic animal 
services under the guidance 
of a team of veterinary 
surgeons with a specialist 
interest in this area, led by 

 Dr. Isobel Jenkins.

• Many of our veterinary 
surgeons look forward to 
writing regular columns and 
publishing veterinary stories 
in different newspapers and 
magazines as part of our 
ongoing commitment to 
public education.

• In a similar way, we look 
forward to a series of public 
lectures to be given by senior 
members of the nursing team 
on various topics.



The Veterinary Services 
Department continues in its 
commitment to encourage 
professional excellence in its staff. 
We have been training veterinary 
nurses to an international 
certification level since the 1990s 
and were one of the first practices 
in Hong Kong to do so. In addition, 
though the Pamela Barton 
Education Fund we are able to 
encourage nurses to study further 
by sponsoring seminars, training 
modules and on-line courses. 

Our veterinary surgeons are also 
encouraged to pursue special 
interests by our providing of study 
leave and arranging in-house 
training sessions. We have a 
very diverse group of veterinary 
surgeons with interests ranging 
from acupuncture and traditional 
Chinese medicine, ophthalmology, 
dermatology, dentistry, cardiology, 
ultrasonography to exotic animal 
medicine. Several of our vets 
are working towards further 
DFFUHGLWHG�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�LQ�ILHOGV�
applicable to their work for the 
organisation; for example, Dr. 
Nicola Hooper is working hard 

towards an examination in small 
animal medicine to become 
a member of the Australian 
and New Zealand College of 
Veterinary Scientists.

As well as SPCA staff, we provide 
a training facility for a variety of 
veterinary-based students. We 
are a recognised placement 
practice for students from several 
veterinary schools including 
6\GQH\��4XHHQVODQG�DQG�
Melbourne Universities in Australia 
DQG�WKH�5R\DO�9HWHULQDU\�&ROOHJH�
and Nottingham University in 
the UK. Locally we support the 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
DQG�5R\DO�9HWHULQDU\�&ROOHJH�
veterinary nursing degree course 
by providing placements for up to 
��VWXGHQWV�HDFK�VHPHVWHU�

Further field we accept Chinese 
veterinary surgeons for work 
experience and in-house 
observation (including our welfare 
work). We hope they will take new 
skills learnt back to the mainland 
to improve the welfare of animals 
under their care.

Continuing Professional Development





Once again, we are pleased that 
the Hong Kong public is supportive 
of animal welfare and the SPCA. In 
�����������ZH�RUJDQLVHG����DQLPDO�
welfare events, ten fundraisers and 
a major advertising campaign. The 
\HDU�DOVR�VDZ�D�VLJQLÀ�FDQW�LQFUHDVH�
in media coverage due to the 
community’s growing interest in 
animal welfare matters.

Campaigns and Events
Our focus this year was in 
adoption. With the generous 
sponsorship of the AFCD, we 
promoted mongrel adoption 
via a series of advertisements 
themed “Hong Kong Originals”. 
Each ad in the series featured a 
local celebrity side by side with 
a true “Hong Kong Original” – a 
local mixed breed canine – on 
D�EDFNGURS�XQLTXH�WR�+RQJ�
Kong. Over 20 celebrities took 
part and the campaign ran from 

$XJXVW�WR�'HFHPEHU�LQ�WKH�075��
in conjunction with the AFCD’s 
adoption days.

In April we promoted the 
Adoptathon, the SPCA’s major 
adoption drive. With the help 
of interns from the Kwun Tong 
Vocational Training Centre, we 
visited schools, made Youtube 
videos and held a street event to 
promote the Adoptathon. They 
also helped conducting a survey 
WR�À�QG�RXW�WKH�SXEOLF·V�DWWLWXGH�
towards adoption. We are happy 
to report a record number of 
visitors during that weekend.

We also marked the World 
Animal Day in October with a 
street carnival and a year-long 
education programme with 
schools. Entitled the “Animal 
Friendly Campus Awards”, 
this campaign invites students 

to initiate projects to raise 
awareness of animal welfare in 
their communities. In our ongoing 
efforts to promote responsible 
pet ownership, we repeated our 
successful collaboration with the 
Tsuen Wan District in coordinating 
D�IXQ�À�OOHG��LQIRUPDWLYH�FDUQLYDO�
that emphasised the responsibilities 
of pet owners. 

In addition to other outdoor 
events, the SPCA also played a 
key supporting role in the Hong 
Kong Jockey Club’s “Hoof Hoof 
Paw Paw Carnival” in March 2013, 
providing emergency and rescue 
support as well as and offering an 
education element in the event. 
Marking our 90th year of caring for 
animals, we held an exhibition at 
the Central Library, showcasing our 
works over the years and taking 
a look at how animal welfare has 
progressed in Hong Kong.



Community Partnership and 
Volunteering
The community has always been 
our staunch partner in improving 
animal welfare in Hong Kong. 
Through volunteering, advocating, 
adoption as well as donations, the 
community has helped us grow as 
an animal welfare organisation. 
This year we continued to see 
strong support from businesses 
and the public. Our Fundraising 
team had a highly successful 
year, bringing in donations with 
the Christmas catalogue, annual 
calendar, charity sales and other 
fundraising initiatives, while the 
Department focused its efforts 
RQ�OLIH�PHPEHUVKLS�DFTXLVLWLRQV��
RIIHULQJ�PHPEHUVKLS�EHQHÀ�WV�DQG�
organising activities.

Our signature event, the Family 
Wag ‘N’ Walk, took place at the 
+RQJ�.RQJ�'LVQH\ODQG�5HVRUW�LQ�
March. Once again we saw a 

record-high participation, with 
1,300 canines and 2,600 humans, 
making this Hong Kong’s most 
popular outdoor canine event. 
Our Flag Day in August was also 
received very encouraging 
responses – over 5,000 volunteers 
WRRN�SDUW�LQ�Á�DJ�VHOOLQJ�DQG�UDLVHG�
D�WRWDO�RI�������PLOOLRQ�

5LGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VXUJLQJ�SRSXODULW\�
of social media in Hong Kong, 
the number of fans of the SPCA 
Facebook Page reached an all-
time-high in March. With our 50,000 
fans, the “SPCA(HK)” has become 
WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�QRQ�SURÀ�W�
organisation Facebook Page in 
Hong Kong. In August, we opened 
a new “SPCA(HK)-Eng” Facebook 
page, presenting animal welfare 
issues from across the world and 
offering a more international 
outlook. We are thankful to our 
Facebook fans for their support 
and will continue to reach out to 

a wider audience via this channel. 
Likewise, our appreciation goes 
out to companies who help fuel 
our amazing social media growth: 
notably Hutchison DBS Card 
Limited.

As a charitable organisation that 
relies on community support, our 
events and day-to-day operations 
would not have run so smoothly 
without the help of our dedicated 
members and volunteers. With 
their generosity, we are able 
to reach further out to help 
animals. We are also grateful for 
our organisational supporters, 
especially those who have been 
consistently by our side: Hill’s Pet 
Nutrition/Lee Lung, Hong Kong 
Disneyland, Venture Photography, 
Paper Communications Limited, 
World HK Exhibition Limited and the 
CO1 School of Visual Arts.







�5��5HVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�5HVSHFW��
+ 2C (Consideration and Care) 
is a new formula created by the 
Education Department to promote 
harmony among humans, pets, 
farm animals and wildlife in all 
SPCA education talks as well 
as teaching programmes of 
other organisations. Based on 
this, we launched the Animal 
Friendly Campus Award – Student 
Ambassador Programme, which 
is a nine-month innovative 
educational programme for 
secondary school students to 
celebrate the World Animal Day. 
���VFKRROV�WRRN�SDUW�DQG�HDFK�
appointed eight to ten student 
ambassadors to complete a 
series of activities. From writing 
competitions to helping with 
various SPCA events, each of 
these activities fell into one of the 
three main areas of achievement 
– learning, social development 
and volunteering – and was 
scored according to students’ 
performance.

We also invited other organisations 
to get involved in this programme, 
including the AFCD, WWF, 
Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden, 

Animals Asia Foundation and 
HK Animal Speak. Together 
with the SPCA, they provided 
students with a great network of 
learning resources. Participating 
students not only developed 
an understanding of animal 
welfare, but were also able 
to strengthen their leadership 
and communication skills. The 
programme enabled them to 
spread the message of love and 
care for animals and encouraged 
respect for life within their own 
communities, reaching nearly 
�������VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�
and teachers.

'HYHORSLQJ�WKH�5HVSRQVLEOH�3HW�
Ownership Children’s Kit was 
another highlight of the year. 
This educational tool provides 
information on basic pet care and 
the time, expenses, commitment 
and community responsibility 
involved in owning a pet. The idea 
is to have parents and children 
study the kit before introducing 
an animal into their home. The 
Hongkong Bank Foundation has 
been kind enough to sponsor 
the production and helped 
turn this new idea into a reality. 

7KH�5HVSRQVLEOH�3HW�2ZQHUVKLS�
Children’s Kit is a huge ongoing 
project and we hope to introduce 
it in the coming year.

Other collaboration opportunities 
include working with the Sage 
World Tuition Centre to deliver 
WKH�À�UVW�GRJ�WKHPHG�FKLOGUHQ·V�
musical. We helped with tightening 
the script and gave professional 
advice about the details of the 
play. Children who took part were 
invited to the SPCA to learn about 
animal welfare and to better 
understand dog behaviour. The 
musical turned out to be a success 
and was very popular among 
parents and young children. 

Beyond Hong Kong, the Education 
and China Outreach departments 
continue to work together to 
bring humane education to 
China, reaching cities including 
Guangzhou and Xiamen. We 
have adapted material from our 
+XPDQH�(GXFDWLRQ�SDFNDJH�WR�À�W�
their local curriculum and shared 
with local secondary teachers our 
teaching suggestions on how to 
best use our materials and lesson 
plans. 
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Income

7RWDO�LQFRPH�JUHZ�E\�����PQ�WR�

�����PQ��IURP�ODVW�\HDU·V������PQ��

The growth represented an 

increase of 5.7%. This was a result 

of income growth from all major 

operational groups. There was 

D�VLJQLÀ�FDQW�LQFUHDVH���������LQ�

Fundraising income over the last 

year. Similarly, Membership income 

had grown, although lower than 

that achieved in the year before 

last. Having completed the 

implementation of the investment 

policy and guidelines, investment 

income had increased by 61% 

UHDFKLQJ�����PQ��

 

Expenditure

Total expenditure increased by 

����PQ��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�

of 6.0% on the previous year. 

Whilst we managed to keep the 

expenditure  for Vet Services 

Á�DW��WKHUH�ZHUH�XQDYRLGDEOH�

Narrative to the Financial Report

increases in all other major 

operational groups ranging from 

7.2% for Membership Services to 

27.7% for Fundraising. There was 

an 8% increase on Inspectorate 

expenses. While there was 

no increase in Inspectorate 

headcount, we have restructured 

the operation to enhance our 

capability and also upgraded 

WKH�KDUGZDUH�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�WR�

LPSURYH�RSHUDWLRQDO�HIÀ�FLHQF\��

A lot of time and effort was put 

into successfully developing the 

Volunteer and Cadet inspector 

schemes. In order to encourage 

animal adoption, in June 2012 we 

opened  the new concept of a 

“community” Animal Adoption 

Centre in Stanley. 

 

1HW�5HYHQXH

7KH�QHW�UHYHQXH�UHPDLQHG�Á�DW�DW�

DERXW���PQ��$OO�WKH�H[WUD�JDLQV�

from various operations were 

largely deployed to meet the 

growth in Welfare and Community 

Support Services.  

Outlook

In September 2012, after a long 

and detailed feasibility study 

we have managed to secure 

the Town Planning Board’s 

approval to build a New Animal 

Welfare Centre on a site in Tsing 

Yi,  New Territories. We are now 

in the process of negotiating 

and securing the lands grant 

from Government. Whilst the 

development is still provisional, 

and subject to a number of issues, 

it would represent an historical 

move into the New Territories, and 

signal the SPCA’s commitment 

to addressing a long outstanding 

geographical gap in our service 

capabilities.





The SPCA would like to gratefully acknowledge our 

friends and supporters:

1. Sponsors and donors who have contributed 

À�QDQFLDOO\��SUDFWLFDOO\�DQG�PRUDOO\�

2. Members and volunteers who have contributed  

invaluable services and provided support for the  

welfare of animals in Hong Kong.

3. The Bo Bo Wu Animal Welfare Fund, established in  

2003 in the name of the well-known and much  

beloved Pomeranian, continues to help pet 

RZQHUV�DQG�DQLPDOV�E\�SURYLGLQJ�À�QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�

to those who cannot afford veterinary care.

��� 7KH�3DPHOD�'��%DUWRQ�9HWHULQDU\�(GXFDWLRQ�)XQG��

set  up by Miss Pamela D. Barton MBE to support 

welfare and training courses amongst all staff.

��� 7KH�6LU�5REHUW�+R�7XQJ�&KDULWDEOH�)XQG��7KH�� �

continuous support of the Fund helps us with our  

welfare work.

6. Mr. Paul Bartels and his company Extra Trading 

Ltd, for his continued support of animal welfare.

7. Hills Pet Nutrition, which offers SPCA support 

covering a wide range of animal welfare 

activities, assistance with animal adoption and 

behaviour and training programme, and also help 

for our veterinary and educational initiatives.

��� 5R\DO�&DQLQ��ZKLFK�FRQWLQXRXVO\�VXSSRUWV�RXU�

events enabling us to raise funds for our animal 

welfare initiatives and spread our message 

of caring for animals, especially in veterinary 

education initiatives in China.



Join Us 
Becoming a member of the SPCA is a great way to 
show your commitment to animal welfare. With a 
membership, you lend your voice to the thousands 
of animals we save and to those which need our 
protection and care. 

Volunteer 
Dedicated volunteers have helped make a world 
of difference to the animals we care for. We need 
people to donate their energies to help foster 
animals, walk our homing dogs, take care of our 
stray cats colonies, and in fundraising activities or 
community events.

Adopt
Adopt from the SPCA and help give a second 
chance to animals.

5HSRUW�$QLPDO�&UXHOW\
Our Inspectorate stands ready to rescue or help 
injured animals, and to investigate in animal cruelty 
cases. 

Tell Your Friends about Us
Nothing is more powerful than you telling others 
about our work. Like us on Facebook, forward our 
H�QHZVOHWWHUV�DQG�FLUFXODWH�RXU�PDJD]LQH�3$:35,17�
to your friends.

Donate
We rely on public donations to operate our services, 
and receive only 1% of our income from the 
government. Please help us by being a monthly 
donor, supporting our fundraising activities, buying 
SPCA merchandises, and using our veterinary clinics 
and animal services (all surplus funds from veterinary 
and animal services support animal welfare). 






