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Hong Kong is currently facing a number of challenges in the areas of animal welfare, education and community
harmony. In the face of this, we at the SPCA aim to greatly increase and enhance the scale and range of our
services as we approach our centenary celebration.
As our current facilities are struggling to meet an increasing demand for our services, we are planning to construct
and operate a large and bold new animal welfare and education centre, in Tsing Yi, in 2021. The new centre
will significantly enhance our efforts to instill proactive and preventative animal welfare practices within the
community and, in turn, to cultivate a more humane society as a whole.
Its intended state-of-art facilities will better enable us to involve many more people in the New Territories, young
and old, in our humane animal welfare and community harmony education programmes. This will be alongside
a greatly increased capability to meet our animal rescue, treatment and rehoming operations and the provision of
convenient and affordable veterinary services to pet owners in the area.
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This envisioned multi-purpose development requires tremendous resources if it is to reach fruition.
We need the support of every animal advocate and lover out there.
Please support our “Paws for a New Hope” Donation Scheme and make our vision a reality. For a donation of
HK$5,000 or above, you will be entitled to a special “Paw plaque” at our new centre. Donate now and to build a
community with happy, healthy animals and humans.

Enquiry: (852) 2232 5510

Email: donor@spca.org.hk

Every year, Hong Kong SkyCity Marriott Hotel graciously donates
its decommissioned towels to the SPCA for our injured, sick and
very young animals.
A warm towel wrapped around an ailing dog or cat – or a pup
or kitten that has been separated from its mother – can make a
significant difference to the animal’s well-being. The Marriot towels
certainly provide these animals with 5-star comfort when it is most
needed.

Siu

To express our heartfelt thanks,
each donor will receive a certificate
of appreciation. The donor will be
regularly informed of the progress
of the paws installation.

Upcycling 5-Star Linen!

CiCi

The hotel’s generosity also benefits other needy animals within our
community as the SPCA distributes a portion of the towels to other
animal welfare organisations.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Hong Kong
SkyCity Marriott Hotel for its ongoing and kind support of our
animal welfare operations.

Mark

Joy
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Since its inception nearly a century ago, the SPCA has pursued one mission: “To promote
kindness to animals, to protect their health and welfare, to prevent cruelty and through
education, to inspire in the community a deep respect for life so that all living creatures
may live together in harmony”. Our concern for animals is not restricted to meeting their
basic living requirements but to addressing also the feelings and emotions (like humans)
they experience. The SPCA is devoted to promoting kindness to animals and helping
those in need to be able to enjoy a better future.
One of the SPCA’s many roles is to rescue abandoned, sick and injured animals, and
to arrange rehoming services for those without a home. This might seem like a simple
and easy job, but to search for an ideal family for an animal is often extremely hard.
In this issue’s cover story, we offer you a glimpse of the SPCA’s animal rescue and
adoption work, as well as the challenges and difficulties involved behind what we do.
In future issues, we will describe the scope of other SPCA activities to give you a better
understanding of the Society as a whole.
As soon as our 24-hour service hotline receives a call from the general public, our staff
go into action as a team. Our Inspectorate sets off to rescue or help an animal in need,
often struggling with frightened animals in dangerous situations; veterinary surgeons and
nurses provide prompt professional medical treatment and follow-up care to injured
animals; and colleagues from the adoption department give the greatest attention and
devotion to those waiting for rehoming, including work that might seem menial and
almost disgusting, such as the daily cleaning of animals and their soiled kennels. Every
part played in this process is indispensable and we have to thank every team member for
their hard work.

Interview with SPCA Volunteer Dog Walker

Arriving from London to Hong Kong 18 months ago, Colin quickly immersed himself in a new lifestyle in Hong Kong and insists he
has not missed the UK’s Yorkshire puddings or its cleaner air. Colin’s cheerful and infectious demeanour is immediately felt when he
walks into the kennels, where he helps – especially so by Mona, a beautiful black mongrel who features here with Colin, as she jumps
up for a hug.

“
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We should live in peace and harmony with animals. But this is easier said than done. The
lack of respect, care and understanding shown to animals often results in animal cruelty.
We hope that through the SPCA’s continuous efforts we can help develop a caring and
respecting community, and make Hong Kong a truly animal-friendly society.

”

– Sherry Anderson

A: “When I first volunteered at the SPCA,
I cleaned kennels. I did this for three to
four months and didn’t mind the work
at all; it kept me busy. Then one day,
I heard about the dog walking programme.
I joined it and the experience has been
fabulous.”

What memorable experiences
have you had since
volunteering with the SPCA?

Witnessing these rescued animals regain health, one after another, and then to find a home
is testament to the way the SPCA makes best use of its resources. Between February and
May 2017, the SPCA arranged the adoption of 515 animals. Meanwhile, 233 animals over
this same period were sent to foster parents. We also now have good news of Lazzie, one
of our long-stay mongrels. After being with us in kennels for almost three years he was
finally adopted in June! We are truly grateful to know that the enormous resources we
have put into Hong Kong’s animal welfare sector have not been in vain.
To meet the growing demand for animal services in the New Territories, the SPCA is
anticipating the construction of the SPCA Centenary Centre for Animal Welfare and
Education to be completed by 2021. We believe that these state-of-the-art facilities will
become a platform for us to further strengthen our animal rescue abilities, treatment
and rehoming operations, and enable us to use our existing resources more effectively
and efficiently. Through our humane animal welfare and community harmony education
programmes, we hope that people will pay more attention to animal welfare issues in
Hong Kong, and help more animals find happiness, just like Lazzie!

Volunteers don’t get paid,
not because they’re worthless,
but because they’re priceless.

What made you decide to
become a dog walker
with the SPCA?

A: “One of my best memories is of taking
Mona on the Trail Wagger event earlier
this year, walking from Parkview to Tai
Tam Country Park. But on the last bit of
the walk, it was clear that Mona had had
enough and was too exhausted to continue
walking. I ended up having to carry her to
the finish line. It was quite funny!”

OFFICIALS OF SPCA
Ms Gigi Fu
Ms Pamela D. Barton MBE
Mr Tim Hamlett
Mr Derek Kwik
Mr Nick Debnam
Mrs Lucy Wong

Colin Wilson

What would you say to those
interested in becoming
a dog walker?
A: “Oh, just do it! Do the kennel cleaning.
Tough it out. It isn’t the best job in the
world but, you will be rewarded with an
amazing experience.”

Alice Choi
Executive Director
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A Worthy Team Effort!

csl x SPCA

Bringing animal rescue action closer
to you with GoPro

Foster Parents and
Adoption Day

The fast-paced action and dangerous positions
inspectors find themselves in during animal
rescues is often unseen by the public. Operating
around the clock our inspectors cover the whole
territory of Hong Kong to conduct animal
rescue missions.

We are very grateful for csl’s
wonderful support in hosting the
csl x SPCA Foster Parents and
Adoption Day on 3 June. The
event was designed to provide the
public with a chance to interact
with some of our adorable dogs
and hamsters available for homing
and thus encourage animal
adoption.

Each year, the Inspectorate receives over 32,000
calls through its hotline and handles more than
4,000 abandoned, sick, injured, trapped or
abused animals.
Now with generous sponsorship from GoPro, we
can share some of those first-hand animal rescue
stories. Cameras mounted on inspectors’ helmets
or equipment enable animal rescue footage to be
captured and shared with our wider community.
We would like to thank GoPro for bringing our
Inspectorate rescue actions to our viewers and
thereby letting them have a taste of being an
animal hero. Watch our animal rescue footage
by liking and following us on our official
Facebook page!

Foster parents were also on site to
share their experiences and speak
to those interested in joining our
Foster Parent Programme.

Campfire Creative hosts
“Make Them Walk –
Fashion Show x Adoption Day”
On 1 April, the SPCA was invited by
Campfire Creative to do a pop-up
adoption session at their event “Make
Them Walk – Fashion Show x Adoption
Day”. Six of our waiting-to-be-adopted
pups took a break from kennel life
and joined in the event in the hope
of potentially finding a new family.
Our staff also had the opportunity
to share tips with the audience
on practical health and animal
behaviour.
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We would like to thank Campfire
Creative for their donation and support
of our work in animal welfare.

As the rain continues to pour into the morning,
Inspector Bob continues to fight against rain and time
as he attempts to rescue a trapped mongrel. In the early
morning of 15 May, Inspector Bob was dispatched to
the University of Hong Kong to try and rescue an adult
mongrel that had fallen down a steep muddy hillside and
become wedged among a large pile of drainpipes.
It was 3 am and pouring with rain as
Bob attempted to manoeuvre the
pipes and free the dog’s trapped
hands. Nervous and aggressive, the
dog was resistant to Bob’s efforts
and the Fire Services Department
was called for assistance. Despite
lifting some of the pipes, their endeavour also failed.
Left with little other choice, Bob called the night-duty
emergency veterinary surgeon, Dr Eamon. “I received
the call around four in the morning. Shortly after,
Inspector Bob arrived to pick me up together with
Ah Kwai, the on-duty vet nurse.”
The plan was for Eamon to sedate
the dog and then extricate him
from the pipes. Using a headlamp
to show him the way, Eamon
climbed the hill in the relentless
rain to reach the animal. He
sedated the dog, and the firefighters
began the task of moving the pipes by
lifting them at each end, eventually enabling Bob and
Eamon to pull the dog out.
The dog was taken to the Wanchai centre for Eamon to
examine and for necessary medical treatment. Not long
after he was adopted by a loving new family.
Challenging rescue situations like these are what
inspectors often face, especially during the night
when there is only one of them on duty. This case
demonstrates the lengths we go to and resources we
sometimes need to use to rescue each and every animal
in danger. We commend Inspector Bob and Veterinary
Surgeon Eamon for their professionalism in dealing with
this animal in need, despite the hour and the appalling
weather!
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“Animal cruelty is a crime ! ”
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In February of this year, a cat
escaped from its home onto the
rooftop of a residential building
in Sham Shui Po and trapped
itself in a T-shaped water pipe
which extended a metre down
the building’s outer wall. Using a
fibre-optic instrument, inspectors
were able to locate the cat’s exact
whereabouts and then retrieve
it with an improvised soft loop
made from wire and cable. The
cat was returned to the owner at
the scene.

Inspectors were called to a dog
in Ta Kwu Ling, Fanling, whose
right front paw had been caught
in a gin trap set outside a village
house near its home. Despite their
several attempts, inspectors were
unable to open the trap. Left with
no choice, they rushed the dog to
the SPCA hospital in Wanchai.
Under general anaesthesia, the
dog was released from the trap
and returned to its owner after
treatment. Happily, its leg was
saved.

In September 2016, a woman,
without warning, attacked 10 small
dogs in a village house in Sheung
Shui, savagely slashing them with a
knife. Three dogs were found dead
at the scene and seven were badly
wounded. These were taken to
the SPCA hospital for treatment.
The mentally disturbed woman
was arrested and charged with
“Cruelty to Animals”. In March,
she was convicted and sentenced
to six months’ psychiatric stay.

In March, a puppy was reported
hiding or trapped in a small
drainage channel in Tai Lam
Country Park. Inspectors searched
the hiking trail and eventually
located the puppy in the drain on a
slope alongside a water catchment
channel. They climbed along the
channel and then up the slope and
rescued the puppy. The puppy was
taken back to the SPCA hospital
for examination and care, and
shortly after, it found a new home.

In February, a stray female dog
was found with a severely swollen
and inflamed vagina. It was taken to
a veterinary clinic where suspected
human sperm was found inside its
vagina and the case was reported
to the police. The dog was then
sent to the SPCA hospital where
it confirmed that the dog had
been sexually abused. Police later
arrested a man and charged him
with “Bestiality”. The man pleaded
guilty and in April was sentenced
to six months’ imprisonment.

In August 2016, a very unwell
Pomeranian was left, with a note,
outside the Hang Hau SPCA
Centre. A report was made
to the police and the owner
later surrendered, admitting to
abandoning her dog. During
treatment, the dog’s condition
deteriorated rapidly, and it was
euthanised to end its suffering.
The owner was charged with
“Cruelty to Animals”. In April
2017, she was sentenced to 160
hours of Community Service and
a fine of $800.

In April, a porcupine was reported
trapped in a water catchment
channel on the Hong Kong Trail
in Shek O. An SPCA inspector
walked along the trail for over
an hour before locating the
animal and climbing down into
the channel to rescue it. The
porcupine appeared to have leg
injuries and be in need of help.
The inspector carried it for an
hour to the rescue vehicle, before
it was transferred to Kadoorie
Farm for veterinary examination.

Pangolins are an endangered
species in Hong Kong, and being
nocturnal and solitary in habits are
rarely seen. The SPCA was called
in May to attend, unusually, one
of these odd-looking creatures
on the hillside of Lau Fau Shan
which was thought to have
been bitten by a dog. Inspectors
collected the pangolin and found
a significant wound on its pelvis.
The animal was immediately taken
to Kadoorie Farm for urgent
treatment and care.
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More than

Meets
the Eye

When people come to visit the animals
in our kennels, they see healthy animals,
but what they don’t see is the enormous
amount of work that goes into each of
these animals before they are suitable for
adoption.
Times have changed and in this digital age,
people are increasingly turning to social
media platforms to ﬁnd homes for stray,
abandoned, or orphaned animals. While we
all know that kittens and puppies are always
in demand and snatched up at a moment’s
notice – sadly, the animals that are left are
often the sick, the severely injured, or the
elderly ones with chronic illnesses that
nobody wants.
Over the years, we’ve seen a clear shift
in the types of animals that are coming
through our doors. The animals that the
SPCA is taking on are now the increasingly
demanding and more difﬁcult cases in
terms of veterinary care and husbandry,
and many require intense behaviour and
training modiﬁcation in addition to daily
socialisation and environmental enrichment.
In short, we are often the carer of last resort
– caring for the animals that owners have
abandoned and that other animal welfare
organisations don’t have the resources or
expertise to manage. We are also extremely
fortunate to have an Inspectorate service
that helps to rescue animals around the
clock 365 days of the year so that the cases
we receive are often the most critical ones
that need urgent emergency treatment and
surgical intervention. Here below are just a

PN410915

Samantha

Samantha (PN410915) was found on the streets of Hung Shui
Kiu in May after being hit by a car and suffering severe shock
and head trauma. Her face was covered in blood, her jaw was
hanging open from fractures of the mandible, and she had a
severely injured right eye. She was in so much pain that she
had to be placed on a morphine drip. A mongrel dog with a
lovely temperament, Samantha had a collar on but no one ever
came forth for her during the lost and found period. Once her
condition was stabilized, our vet team performed orthopedic
surgery to repair the jaw fractures and also removed her right
eye. A feeding tube was also placed as we worried that she would
be incapable of eating on her own during the immediate postoperative period. Samantha won’t be able to ingest any solid food
for six weeks from surgery and will need repeat X-rays every
two weeks for several months until her fractures are healed. She
will also continue to be on heavy doses of pain medications and
antibiotics for the foreseeable future. Yet, despite her ordeal,
Samantha’s been an absolute trooper – still wagging her tail and
trying to lick everyone who comes by to say hello!
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PN409472

PN294755
Eddie the Eagle (PN409472) was a ﬂying cat rescued by our
inspectors in May after he was found lying outside a housing
estate in Tuen Mun. A friendly two-year-old male tabby with a
collar around his neck, Eddie was most likely owned and then
fell or jumped out of his apartment window. Eddie was in a
critical condition when he was rushed to our centre – unable
to move, bleeding from his nose and mouth, and cyanotic with
severe breathing difﬁculties. Our veterinary team diagnosed him
with pelvic fractures and a pneumothorax (excess free air in the
chest cavity outside the lungs that causes the lungs to collapse).
Emergency treatment was performed immediately including
draining the air in the chest cavity and intensive oxygen support.
Over the course of several weeks, Eddie made an amazing
recovery. To make sure that he didn’t go crazy being cooped up
in a cage for months, we also found a foster family where he
could recuperate in a normal home environment and undergo
the rest he needed until his pelvic fractures healed completely.
Sadly, Eddie’s owner never showed up to claim responsibility
for him. We wish Eddie all the best in ﬁnding a loving family soon.

Eddie the Eagle
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Tammy (PN294755) is a six-year-old Shiba Inu cross that was
surrendered to us in January after she got into a ﬁght with the
owner’s other dog. Tammy came in with large puncture wounds
over her body and the owner decided that she didn’t want to
undertake the ﬁnancial burden of treatment. Other than suffering
from multiple bite wounds, Tammy was also obese, had a mass
on her eyelid, and turned out to have heartworm disease! She
was treated for her many issues and a weight loss regimen was
instituted – quite successful as in about four months, Tammy lost
nearly 4 kg! At the time of our going to press, she’s still waiting
for adoption at our Sai Kung centre.

Please scan this QR code for
more information about our
Animal Sponsorship Programme.

y
m
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a

In a word, before an animal is ready to go to one of our homing
centres – and afterwards – there is so much more than meets the eye
than just food and shelter. From the initial veterinary check-up and
temperament assessment to the medical treatments, post-procedure
nursing and care, environmental enrichment, socialisation, foster
care, and more, the SPCA will often have done a huge amount to
improve the animal’s life. So the next time you see an animal for
adoption at the SPCA, ask yourself – what was the story behind this
animal and how can I help?
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Where are we now?
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Ivory Ban and Increased Penalties
for Wildlife Smuggling -

ory
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Fractures:

Joint Problems:

any bone can fracture but common
ones include:

are the cause of the majority of
lameness issues ranging from:

•

•

•

•

Forelimb fractures (radius-ulna) in
toy breeds jumping off sofas.
Jaw, leg, spinal and/or pelvic
fractures with dogs falling from tall
buildings or being hit by vehicles.
Young dogs can suffer growth plate
fractures, these “plates” are areas
of bone growth found at the end
of long bones and are a point of
weakness during trauma. Damage to
growth plates can result in shortened
or bent bones!

Bone Disease:
includes fractures but also:
•
•
•
•

Cancer e.g. osteosarcoma.
Inﬂammation e.g. panosteitis
(involving the long bones of young dogs).
Infection e.g. osteomyelitis.
Nutritional disease e.g. nutritional
hyperparathyroidism (vitamin D and
calcium deﬁciency) and hypertrophic
osteodystrophy (vitamin C deﬁciency
and feeding excess protein and
calories). These diseases typically seen
in young puppies cause abnormal
bone development and demonstrate
the importance of feeding a balanced
diet.

Causes of
Canine
Lameness
Lameness is a problem which
effects most dogs at some
point in their life. Deﬁned
as….“a clinical sign of a
more severe disorder that
results in a disturbance in the
gait and the ability to move
about, typically in response
to PAIN, injury, or abnormal
anatomy”.
Lameness can be acute e.g.
bone fracture or chronic
e.g. arthritis, the latter often
leading to “disuse atrophy”
with muscle wastage of the
affected leg. Unfortunately
lameness can also be bilateral,
for example affecting both
hind legs in which case the
dog may not be obviously
lame just slower or stiff…
these are the most difﬁcult
to notice and diagnose (often
called “hidden lameness”).
There’s not enough space to
look at all the many causes of
lameness but this article will
concentrate on a few which
are prevalent in Hong Kong.

•

•
•
•

•

Hereditary disease resulting in
malformed joints e.g. hip dysplasia
and patella luxation (loose kneecaps).
Developmental disease e.g.
osteochondritis dissecans (cartilage
issues) and Legg-Perthes disease
(degeneration of the hip joint).
Ruptured ligaments e.g. cruciate
damage (knee).
Joint luxation e.g. dislocated hip or
elbow.
Arthritis, which can be due to
a variety of causes including
osteoarthritis, infection and
auto-immune disease.
Intervertebral disc disease
commonly seen in Dachshunds,
Pekingese and other small dogs.

B O O K

HEALING BROKEN LIMBS
and a BROKEN SPIRIT
the name of George, was found in a
A young male mongrel puppy, now going by
Territories. He was cowering in fear and
very sorry state in a country park in the New
back legs. To add insult to injury wild
was unable to walk due to severe trauma to his
the poor pup with stones and branches!
macaques, responding territorially, were pelting
and our inspectors rescued the pup and
A member of the public contacted the SPCA
brought him in to our Kowloon centre.
left hip was dislocated and there was
X-rays were taken and his injuries identiﬁed. The
attempt to replace the left hip was not
a fracture to the right tibia (lower back leg). An
the joint. The pup underwent surgery in
successful due to soft tissue damage around
e, by removal of the ball part of the
which the hip was modiﬁed for a pain-free futur
was stabilised with an external frame
“ball and socket” joint, and the tibial fracture
removed. Follow-up X-rays showed
which was left in place for ﬁve weeks before being
that the bones had healed well.
us that cage rest, while helping the
Half-way through the healing process it was obvio
ological development. He was already
bones heal, was not good for George’s psych
riences and it was important that he
extremely timid and traumatised due to his expe
home to join my own dogs. It has been
saw life beyond a cage. I decided to take him
r their guidance.
delightful to see him come out of his shell unde
who originally found him intends to
The happy conclusion to this tale is that the lady
adopt George, now a spirited and fun-loving dog.
We think that George was hit by a car.
– check out our vet tips to help prevent
It could happen to any dog if care is not taken
to deal with them if they do!
accidents and in the worst case scenario of how

Dr Adam West
Senior Veterinary Surgeon

Foot Injuries:
these are incredibly common so always
check the foot of any lame dog for:
•
•
•

Broken or ingrowing nails.
Cut pads.
Foreign material such as grass seeds,
splinters and glass.

However, whatever the cause of lameness… it’s important to realise LAMENESS IS PAINFUL and the dog
should be seen by a veterinary surgeon so appropriate diagnostics and treatment can be instigated!

Dr Jane Gray
Chief Veterinary Surgeon
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Canine Orthopaedic Injuries and Disease
The vast majority of broken bones, ligament damage and spinal problems can be prevented
through following a few basic tips:

In case of a limb fracture:
•
•
•

In case of a joint sprain or ligament damage:
•

Keep your dog leashed when going out
especially when walking in built-up, high-trafﬁc
areas and getting in and out of cars or taxis.
Only allow off leash in a well-enclosed dog park
or an area away from trafﬁc.
Ask your vet about breed-speciﬁc orthopaedic
problems your dog may be predisposed to.

16 . Issue 104

Feed a high quality, nutritionally balanced diet
suitable for your dog’s age, activity level and breed.
Keep your dog at a healthy weight to lessen stress
on joints and bones, especially old dogs.
Prevent dogs (especially small dogs) from jumping
on and off heights (e.g. sofas, walls, fences, beds
and car boots). Stairs or ramps tailored for dogs
are great for dogs getting out of car boots etc.

Prevent further use by applying a splint.
Place small dogs in a cardboard box or conﬁne in a carrier.
If you cannot use a splint or place in a box or carrier, try to move the dog as little as possible while going to the closest
clinic for veterinary examination.

•
•

Apply a cold compress (ice pack) or warm compress to the injured area four times daily, for 5-15 minutes each time.
Alternate between warm and cold. Place a towel between the compresses and the skin to avoid ice burns or scalding.
Conﬁne the animal in a small area and place on a leash when taking outside to urinate and defaecate.
If no improvement within 24 hours, or worsening of signs, seek veterinary attention.

In case of a suspected spinal fracture or damage:
•

Do not pick the dog up but gently manoeuvre sideways onto a wooden board, ﬂattened cardboard box or if not
available, a tight blanket and take the dog to the closest veterinary clinic for examination.

For more information and advice consider enrolling on a Canine First Aid course.
To be prepared is key but prevention is always best!

Dr Anne Chow
Veterinary Surgeon
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Dr Lai Yin Wong joined us at the SPCA in January after six
years with the RSPCA in Canberra, Australia. In doing so, she
is leaving behind a clinical practice where it wasn’t unusual
to see the occasional wombat or raccoon, to help the equally
needy animals of Hong Kong’s concrete jungle.
Lai Yin’s passion for animal welfare is what drew her to the
SPCA. “I find a lot of fulfilment in working with welfare
organisations. The staff are dedicated and compassionate, and
the SPCA’s mission and vision are something I really identify
with,” she says.
Lai Yin remarks that the difference at the SPCA in Hong Kong
is tremendous. “Its sheer size has been an exciting breath of
fresh air.”
Every shift rotation and every animal that comes through the
doors keeps Lai Yin on her toes. As she eagerly talks about the
rotations she has experienced, Lai Yin shares how amazing it
is to see desexing surgeries performed in such a tight space on
the Spay Neuter Vehicle.
Her few months at the SPCA have been a whirlwind, with the
case-filled days flashing by. “The most challenging aspects of
this job is learning how to balance the tasks that need be done
in a day and on time,” she says lightheartedly. Adding, “It is
definitely something I am still juggling with, as well as trying to
improve my Cantonese!”

Snuggling her adorable adopted dwarf rabbit, Jaunty, Maggie
smiles as she shares her past 12 years at the SPCA.
Maggie joined the SPCA as a receptionist in 2006 while studying
for her nursing qualifications. In 2007, she transitioned to
her role as a Veterinary Assistant. Vet nurses at the SPCA
are a crucial part of the veterinary team and are often at the
forefront dealing with patients alongside the vets. They do a
lot more than prepare equipment for surgery or translate the
vet’s medical recommendations to pet owners: their help is
invaluable.
Among the many cases Maggie has seen, one of the more
memorable ones is of a cat which was rushed to the SPCA after
swallowing a length of nylon cord. As the vet gently pushed the
cord from the beginning of the intestine, Maggie assisted by
easing it out through the cat’s rectum. “In my many years with
the SPCA, there are honestly too many cases to recall,” she
remarks, “but this one stands out.”
One of the hardest parts of the job, Maggie admits, is to
give the right support to owners who have lost their pets.
“It is particularly difficult if the animal was adopted here
and we’ve watched it grow over the years. Emotional it may
be, but we need to be strong to provide clients with the
comfort they need.”

One year on, Samo is continually met with challenges but says
he finds every day rewarding.
Last summer, following a typhoon, Samo and another
inspector were tasked with searching for a dog on a heavily
wooded hillside. After an hour and half of pushing through
trees, they found the animal with its front leg caught in a trap.
“When we came upon him, we were on a very steep hillside
and without proper equipment we were unable immediately to
free him.” Once back-up arrived, the trap was dismantled and
Samo rushed the dog to our Wanchai Centre.
Cases like these are what Samo finds inspirational. He truly
believes humans should have a responsibility to care for animals
and not harm them. The work is undoubtedly physically
challenging at times, but the ability to be a first responder when
an animal is in need is the attraction that Samo saw in the job
all those years ago.

Samo Tung

Dr Lai Yin Wong
Veterinary Surgeon

“Becoming an SPCA Inspector had been a dream of mine
since high school,” Samo proudly declares. Inspired after
watching the SPCA Inspectorate featured in Hong Kong’s
Police Magazine, he realised he too wanted to be on the front
line rescuing animals. Over a period of eight years, Samo
applied three times. His persistence finally paid off when he
was officially invited to join the team last year. “After waiting
for this opportunity for so long, the feeling was unbelievable,”
he said.

Inspector

Maggie Young

Chau began his journey with the SPCA as a volunteer, cleaning
kennels at the weekends and during his days off. The more
familiar he became with the work of the SPCA, the more his
interest in animal welfare grew, and when he learned of the
opportunity to become a dog-trainer trainee he seized the
chance and has not looked back since.
“Dog trainers play an intrinsic role in helping owners better
understand their dog’s behaviour and in turn positively improve
their relationship,” Chau says. “At times, many owners want to
communicate with their dogs and do not know how to, and
that’s when a dog trainer can help. When the day comes that
I can play the role of this facilitator, it will be a very fulfilling day.”
As Chau continues in his training programme to become an
official trainer, you can find him at his desk going through
paperwork and speaking on the phone with owners enquiring
about dog training classes. When time permits, he can also be
found in the kennels, interacting with our homing dogs and
helping the animals to socialise.
Next time you drop by to visit our pups and see a tall young
man with a bright smile, remember to say hello!

Pui Hang Chau
Dog-trainer Trainee

Vet Nurse Supervisor –
Hong Kong Clinic and Hospital
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Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner

Adoptathon 2017
Adoptathon is a global event that involves 2,000
shelter partners and rescue groups. Held annually in
May, the weekend event aims to promote the profoundly
important goal of saving the lives of homeless animals
and finding them permanent loving homes. During
the event this year, a series of parent-child workshops,
pet tip seminars as well as canine behavioural training
were offered to the public. SPCA’s Veterinary Services,
Inspectorate Animal Rescue Van, and Spay and Neuter
Vehicle were also on display for public visitation.
We hope through this event that we can provide pet
owners with practical knowledge as well as a deeper
understanding of our animal welfare operations.

SPCA Puppy Party
Spring is typically the mating season for many animals
and during those months, the SPCA receives a large
number of neonatal puppies and kittens. Their young
age means they have no way of surviving on their
own and require 24-hour care. Thankfully, our foster
parents again were on hand to help and tirelessly cared
for them until they were strong and healthy. Once
they were ready for adoption, the SPCA conducted
a two-day Puppy Adoption party on 14 and 15 April.
This event enabled members of the public to interact
with these cute little puppies as well as increasing the
animals’ chances of being adopted by a loving family.
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Joint Search for
Illegal Animal Traps
The SPCA along with the police and the AFCD
conducted a joint sweep for illegal animal traps on
the hillsides of Yuen Long’s Lam Hau Tsuen on
28 March. A total of six traps were found, including
two corral traps, one cage trap, two snake traps and
one pitfall trap. The seized traps were destroyed by
the AFCD, and educational pamphlets were handed
out in nearby villages to help raise awareness of
animal cruelty prevention.

The SPCA’s volunteer party was held on the evening
of 21 April at the Hong Kong Jockey Club. It is the
hard work, time and love given by our volunteers
over the past year which has allowed the SPCA to
help so many animals. In appreciation, we invited 160
volunteers to the event to celebrate their invaluable
contribution. After enjoying a selection of delicacies
and beverages, volunteers took part in games and
a lucky draw. The evening provided volunteers,
who between them provide a range of support, to
come together to share experiences and learn from
one another.
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Launch of the Humane Education Programme in Shihezi

Paving the Way for

C O M M U N I T Y

D E V E L O P M E N T

As Hong Kong’s pet population continues
to grow, the SPCA is sparing no effort in
working proactively, especially with the
government, to help make Hong Kong an
animal-friendly city. The pet-friendly West
Kowloon Cultural District, which includes
a dedicated fenced-off Pet Zone and an
all-purpose Nursery Zone welcoming the
access of leashed dogs, serves as a good
example of the successful fostering of petfriendliness in Hong Kong.

The SPCA has submitted its views to
Hong Kong 2030+, speaking out for the
need for uninterrupted access for our
canine companions in this world-class city.
Walkability and pedestrian connectivity is
to be encouraged and pet owners should
be able to freely access all pedestrian
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Our Canine Companions

routes and other public open space. The
Planning Department issued the Hong
Kong Planning Standards and Guidelines
in June 2016 with the aim of guiding
provision of appropriate public facilities
to meet public needs. The Guidelines
state the principles for pedestrian
planning: Linkage, Safety, Accessibility
and Comfort, and Attractiveness and
Vibrancy. The SPCA hopes to share its
views with the Planning Department on
the need to accommodate our canine
companions in gaining access to public
space in much the same way as their
owners and everybody else in Hong Kong.
The SPCA has also written to the Legco
Subcommittee to Study Issues Relating to
Animal Rights and expressed our views on

In May this year, a team from the SPCA
went to Shihezi in Xinjiang Province to
collaborate with students of the Small
Animal Protection Society (S.A.P.S.) at
Shihezi University to enable them to teach
a Humane Education Class to 300 ethnic
minority primary and middle school pupils
from poor families. The aim was to spread
the message about the importance of
animal welfare.
The Humane Education Class was such a
success that it was decided it should become
a model programme to be delivered to

other schools, particularly those in the
poorer southern areas of Xinjiang. Along
with a projector donated by a kind-hearted
individual in Shenzhen, the SPCA also gave
teaching equipment and other small gifts to
help S.A.P.S. in their meaningful cause.
The S.A.P.S has received very little support
from the University and the Government.
Despite their economic shortcomings,
their effort and passion for the Humane
Education course was 120%. When the
course ended, many students held onto
the teachers’ clothing, not wanting them to

leave, with some even shedding a few tears.
We hope to gain continuing support for our
Humane Education programme!
Since the SPCA began its cooperation with
S.A.P.S. at Shihezi University last year, this
course has been taught over 80 times at six
schools, reaching more than 4,000 primary
and middle school pupils. Of the 50 college
students who participated in the programme
as trainers, 12 of them ultimately became
dedicated Humane Education Programme
teachers. Of the 4,000 pupils that did the
course, 500 attended the full six-class course
and graduated from the programme.

issues relating to the promotion of animalfriendly measures in Hong Kong.
While we proactively reach out to various
stakeholders to strive for a more animalfriendly Hong Kong, we also need your
support to practise Responsible Pet
Ownership in taking good care of your
companion animals while at the same time
respecting the needs and feelings of your
neighbours. Always cleaning up after your
dogs; properly training and socialising
your pets to avoid undesirable behaviour;
walking your dog on a short leash; and
asking permission before entering an
elevator, etc., can help foster a wider
acceptance of pets in our community.
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The SPCA always has many lovely animals which are desperate for a new home. If you are confident that you’re ready to adopt a
pet, simply have a look at the animals on this page, and visit them in person. If you find the perfect pet for you, just get in contact
and we’ll guide you through the rest of the process. Animal adoptions not only benefit the animals, but they also provide warmth,
companionship and a whole lot of fun!

Sayonara for Now Wong Choi!

Nike (PN402235), male, 7 months
Microchip No.: 835 329 540
Nike is known for his affectionate and easy going personality,
making him the perfect companion for any family. Quick to
learn, Nike enjoys his obedience exercises and games. If you
have other dogs already at home, he might even be a good
mentor for the younger ones!

When we heard in April that three-legged Wong Choi and Terri Fuji, who had kindly adopted
her last year, would be relocating to Japan, we paid them a visit. As soon as Wong Choi caught
a glimpse of us on her doorstep, she rushed up to greet us, her tail wagging enthusiastically.
Wong Choi was brought to the SPCA in March 2016 after being abandoned in a public toilet with a large cancerous tumour on her
right front leg. The cancer was inoperable and her leg had to be amputated to save her life. In no time, Wong Choi learned to manage
perfectly on three legs and not lose her happy-go-lucky personality.
When in August Ms Fuji came to the SPCA in search of a dog to join her loving family and saw a picture of Wong Choi, the chemistry
was immediate. “It was love at first sight. I didn’t even know Wong Choi was disabled until I met her. It didn’t matter then whether
she was missing a leg or not,” she said.
While Terri recounts stories of Wong Choi, including her relationship with her two cats, the special bond between her and Wong Choi
is very clear. “Wong Choi gets on especially well with my cat Jun – perhaps because they both have only three legs,” Ms Fuji remarks
with a smile. I need to watch Wong Choi’s weight, otherwise she is really no different from other dogs. At home, she loves cuddling
up with Jun and finishing off her leftover cat food. Outdoors, she enjoys chasing a ball and she even took part in this year’s SPCA
Dogathon.

Kerry (PN400011), female, 8 months
Microchip No.: 835 312 824

Nike

Kerry is a “natural” with people. She will always
come forward with a wagging tail and a big smile
when greeting her visitors. Kerry is also a “dog’s
dog” and loves making friends with other canines.

Kerry

Don’t make assumptions about animals with disabilities. As Wong Choi demonstrates, they can be very loving and anyone’s best
friend. Whatever condition an animal arrives in at the SPCA, we work hard to provide the best treatment and care, and to find it a kind
home. We wish Wong Choi and her family a happy new life in Japan! Sayonara for now!

Hak Pak Mui 黑白妹 (PN406630), female, 6 months
Microchip No.: 024 572 372

“ To me, it didn’t matter if she was
disabled and had three legs or four.
It’s more about the personality and
the chemistry.”

Hak Pak Mui is very active and so a family who loves regular outdoor
activities will be perfect for her. As she may at times be mischievous,
it would be better for Hak Pak Mui to have an experienced dog owner.
However, her sweet nature is contagious and a small treat can make
her day.

Terri Fuji, adopter of Wong Choi

Hak Pak
Mui

Constance (PN403095) female, 7 months
Microchip No.: 024 594 624
Looking for a perfect playmate? Constance might just be your best bet! When
she arrived at the SPCA she was very shy, and it took her a while to settle in. We
soon realised, however, that she is herself most when able to run in open space.
Constance very much loves a good stroke and the occasional snuggle.

To know more about our homing animals, please go to:
www.spca.org.hk/en/services/animals-for-adoption
Constance
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Shell Card Fuel Charge Discount
From now until 30 April 2018, members applying for a Shell
Card from Many Development Limited will receive a discount
of HK$2.40 per litre on both Shell FuelSave and V-Power
Nitro. While you enjoy the savings, a donation of HK$0.10
per litre will be made to the SPCA on your behalf. To apply
or to enquire, please contact the Membership Department
on 2232 5548 or via email: membership@spca.org.hk.
(Remarks: All members who successfully applied for a Shell
Card before 31 May 2017 will automatically enjoy the same
discount from June 2017. Please contact Many Development
Limited directly for further information.)

Life Member Promotion
Life Membership is a great way to commit to providing long-term
loving care to helpless animals!
The Society cordially invites you to become one of our Life
Members or Life Family Members. Becoming a Life Member
removes the hassle of renewing your membership annually as well
as exempts you or your family from any increment of membership
fee in the years to come.

Come Aboard Hair Force One
Choosing a safe and trustworthy pet grooming salon is
essential – after all, you are leaving your furry baby in
someone else’s hands.
At the SPCA salon, our certified groomers know what they
are doing and leave every furry client looking dazzling at the
end of its session. The crew takes each animal to heart and
understands its temperament and needs before the grooming
starts. No matter the size or the breed of dog, cat or even
bunny, in our groomers’ book there are no tricky customers.
Large glass windows at Hair Force One allow owners to
watch the whole grooming process; or if they prefer, they can
accompany their beloved pets inside.
Eager to share tips and tricks, our crew also regularly holds
pet grooming and caring workshops, providing practical skills
for owners to take away.
Start collecting hair miles for your furry best friend. You can
never have a pet that’s too good-looking!

Learn more about our services at www.spca.org.hk/en/services/
pet-grooming-service/hair-force-one or call 2232 5532.

This one-time payment goes towards providing treatment and care
for sick and injured animals as well as helping abandoned animals
given into our care. Your support will allows us to continue our
animal welfare work and educate the public on responsible pet
ownership and animal welfare issues. Your every dollar makes a
difference!
Each new Life Member or Life Family Member will receive a set
of SPCA limited edition “Giant Aeroplane Chess” (original price:
HK$168). Players have to race to bring all stray animals to their
new homes! Available while stocks last. Register now!
For more details, please call our Membership Department on
2232 5548 or go to www.spca.org.hk/en/join-us/become-a-member.

Special Offer from hmv
By presenting a valid SPCA membership card, you can enjoy a 10% discount on the purchase of
regular priced items at all hmv stores in Hong Kong. This promotional offer is valid from now until
31 December 2017. For more details, please check with the staff at hmv stores.
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New Education Initiative
to be Launched in September
In today’s society many teenagers are faced with copious amount
of academic and family pressure. The lack of education regarding
morals and value of life in school curriculum often result in their
inability to recognise and handle stress positively. As a result, many
students sadly choose to take their life.
We would like to help address this situation by encouraging students to
develop a positive attitude through the unique vision offered by nature –
animals in particular. Young people, especially troubled ones, often relate
better to animals than they do to family or friends, and by teaching life
values through animals it can be easier to reach them.
We are designing talks to help students explore the world about them, and
in these we will share examples of animals with disabilities which have
learned to compensate for their difficulties to lead a normal life. There are
always alternatives when dealing with unhappiness.

Say NO to shark fin soup

By using animals as a learning model, we hope to encourage young people
to develop a fuller and better appreciation of life and nature. If you are
interested in giving us support and helping sponsor this meaningful
initiative, please contact the Education Department on 2232 5521 or
email vivian.chiu@spca.org.hk.
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Adopt healthy habits
for your dog, with
VetEssentials daily

Our Welfare Work in Numbers
Feb 2017 - May 2017

Dogs
Cats
Others
Total number of animals

170
158
187
515

Dogs
Cats
Others
Total number of animals

55
133
45
233

Inspectorate

Desexing figures
Total number of animals

4,797

Released or referred to outside agencies
Number of exotic or indigenous species

26

Cat Colony Care Programme
Number of cats handled

Feb 2017 - May 2017

Sent to foster care

Homing figures

1,359

Animals handled
Hotline calls
Rescues
Complaints of cruelty investigated
Animal trading inspections
Advice given
Warnings given
Prosecutions instigated

1,165
8,354
578
399
308
76
17
12

Name and Sponsor a Kennel or Cattery

Healthy Habits Oral Care

NEW

Larger kibble with unique teeth-cleaning technology
cleans teeth all the way to the gumline
Clinically proven to meet all 5 essential health needs
of dogs at every lifestage
New & improved formula with prebiotics for dogs
Delicious taste dogs love

All the nutrition a pet needs is in VetEssentials
Ask your vet for more information
Sole Agent : Lee Lung Co. Ltd.
Tel : 2562 9405

Fax : 2562 5084

™Trademarks owned by Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. ©2016

A plaque with a name
assigned by the donor will
be attached to the front of
the kennel or cattery.

Your sponsorship will help animals
temporarily sheltered at the SPCA
to enjoy much-needed warmth,
security and love before finding a
permanent family.

A wonderful opportunity
for individuals, families,
community groups and
companies to support the
animals in our care.

Enquiries: 2593 5451
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General Enquiries
24-hour Animal Rescue Hotline

NEW SHEBA® PREMIO Canned Cat Food
•
•
•

Made from carefully selected ingredients. Each can is packed
with premium fish fillets that are paw-licking good
Incorporating more quality whitefish fillets each can is
composed of a delicate balance of whitefish and redfish.
Smothered in luscious gravy, making every bite irresistible
Catered to the pickiest of palates. Each can is delicately cooked
with marinated bite-size fish flakes. Each succulent bite will
leave your cat wanting more
4 Different flavours:
Kanikama (Crab)
Tuna
Bonito
Sasami (Chicken)

Functional Snacks
The Mediterranean
Natural + Glucosamine
is made with more than
60% of fresh meat as
well as 8% enriched
milk and 48mg/100g of
glucosamine for joint
protection.

PROMOTION:

Buy 4
Get 1 Free
Adult Tuna

While Stocks Las

t

Cherry Wood and Oak-smoked
Bonito Fish
100% natural flavour containing amino
acids and omega fatty acids. High in protein,
low in fat as well as grain free and gluten
free. Your beloved dog is sure to love every
bit of this Bonito fish.

Our Centres

Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
5 Wan Shing Street, Wanchai
2802 0501
Kowloon Centre
105 Princess Margaret Road, Ho Man Tin
2713 9104
Mongkok Adopt-a-Pet Centre
2D, G/F, 6 Peace Avenue, Mongkok
2714 1000
Sai Kung Clinic
7 Sha Tsui Path, Sai Kung
2792 1535
Sai Kung Adopt-a-Pet Centre
65 Man Nin Street, Sai Kung
2232 5599
Hang Hau Clinic
Flat B, 2/F, Block 5, Hang Hau Village,
Tseung Kwan O
2243 0080
Mui Wo Clinic
Shop 14, Mui Wo Centre, Lantau Island
2984 0060
Cheung Chau Clinic
CX277 Tung Wan, Cheung Chau
2981 4176
Yuen Long Fairview Park Centre
G/F , DD104 , LOT3250 , B81 ,
Fairview Park Boulevard, Yuen Long
2482 2770
SPCA Welfare Desexing Centre
Fairview Park Main Road L3250 B8RP,
San Tin, Yuen Long
2593 5438

Fit’n’Flash
At Fit’n’Flash they use only 100% Australian grown, natural, humangrade ingredients in all products.These high-protein, low-fat snacks are
great for any size dog or cat. Rest assured they contain no additives,
preservatives, or artificial flavours and colours.
4 Different flavours : Kangaroo fillets / Fish fillets /
Chicken breast fillets / Beef steak fillets
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ATL exemption number ORG – 00002

Note: Our opening hours have changed
effective from 1 Apr 2017.
Please see our website for individual Adoption
Centre, Clinic and Retail Store for opening hours.

Veterinary Services

spcahkeng

Membership Services

Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
Kowloon Centre
Cheung Chau Clinic
Sai Kung Clinic
Hang Hau Clinic
Mui Wo Clinic
Yuen Long Fairview Park Centre
2802 0501 / 2802 3003

Enquiries on membership status, benefits and
activities
2232 5548

Mobile Clinic
Serving Tung Chung, Tsuen Wan, Tuen Mun
and Shatin
2802 0501 / 2713 9104

Donations

Adoption Services

Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
Kowloon Centre
Mongkok Adopt-a-Pet Centre
Sai Kung Adopt-a-Pet Centre
2232 5529

Spaying and Neutering

Animal Welfare Vehicle
Mobile vehicle providing low-cost desexing to
target areas and clients
2232 5513
Spay/Neuter Assistance Programme
2232 5549

Members’ Concierge Services
General enquiries and information on pet
import, export, cremation and licensing
2232 5509

2232 5536
or use this QR code
Animal Sponsorship Programme
A monthly donation programme that supports
our adoption animals
2232 5510

Other Services

Lost and Found Animals

2232 5553

Behaviour and Training Courses for Dogs
2232 5567
Pet Boarding 2232 5501
Pet Grooming 2232 5532
Pet Wellness

2802 0501

Cat Colony Care Programme (CCCP)
2232 5513

Volunteering

Community Dog Programme (CDP)
2232 5511

Foster Parent Programme 2232 5524

China Outreach
Programme

Pawprint is available in English and Chinese.
Members wishing to change their language
preference for Pawprint should contact the
Membership Department at 2232 5548 or
debbie.tam@spca.hk.

Providing assistance to animal welfare
agencies and veterinary surgeons in China
through education and advice
2232 5555

Education

Education talk enquiries and arrangement
2232 5541 / 2232 5526

Animal Rescue and
Report of Cruelty
SPCA (HK) would like to acknowledge
the generous support of Hill’s Science
Diet® and Hill’s Prescription Diet®
products in providing food for the dogs
and cats in homing.

2802 0501
2711 1000

2711 1000

Volunteer Coordination

2232 5508

Pawprint is published by the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Hong Kong)
in February, May and August.
ADVERTISING
To place an advertisement, please contact Vivian Chiu
at vivian.chiu@spca.hk.
SUBSCRIPTION
Schools or institutions which are interested in
subscribing to Pawprint are invited to contact
Vivian Chiu at vivian.chiu@spca.hk.
©2017 Copyright reserved by SPCA (HK)
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Hong Kong). Website: www.spca.org.hk
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Bob
Friendly
Intelligent
Playful
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Adopt ME !
For Details On Adoption: www.spca.org.hk

Hotline: 2232 5529

Bob’s Microchip No.: AVID-047-778-575

