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Workshop for Seniors

The Society recently supported a start-
up social enterprise, Senior CID which 
trains retirees as pet-sitters. Over 30 
trainees from various backgrounds, 
sharing a big heart and wanting to care 
for animals, attended a workshop at 
the SPCA to develop their knowledge 
of domestic animals. In the workshop, 
they were taught topics which 
ranged from the way animals behave 
to common animal diseases by an 
SPCA animal behaviour trainer and 
veterinary staff. The workshop was 
both theoretical and practical, making 
it much more engaging for the learners. 
Their happy faces tell you they had a 
good time! 

educational talks
Improved venue for 

educational talks

veterinary services
Increased reach of our 
veterinary services

to the elderly
Extend love and care 
to the elderly

Faster response to animal rescue 
requests in the New Territories

homing animals
More shelter space for 
homing animals

Soon to be 100 and not slowing down!
 
A major step forward is on the horizon for the SPCA as we approach our centenary.
 
We are planning to open a large new Animal Welfare and Humane Education Centre in Tsing Yi in 2021 to coincide with our 
Centennial Celebrations! The new centre will greatly enhance our power to steer a cultural shift towards more proactive and 
preventive animal welfare, and encourage the cultivation of humane communities invested in jointly tackling the challenges 
that Hong Kong faces.

Its intended state-of-the-art facilities will better enable us to involve many more – young and old – in the New Territories 
in our humane animal welfare and community harmony education programmes. This will be alongside a greatly increased 
capability to meet our animal rescue, treatment and rehoming operations and the provision of veterinary services to pet owners 
in the area.
 
The Centenary Centre will be truly a milestone for the Society and we need your kind and generous support in helping us 
meet its significant building costs. Please look out for more details about sponsoring and donation opportunities.

100th Anniversary 

2021... Join us in 

our vision for the future…

Donor’s name
Tsing Yi Centenary Centre

Donor’s name
Tsing Yi Centenary Centre
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Interview with SPCA Volunteer Inspector Kaizer Ng

Kaizer Ng gave over 30 years of service with the Hong Kong Police Force, and on retirement decided to join the SPCA Volunteer 
Inspector Cadre. Following a two-day training course in May 2016 and 17 duty shifts, including two overnight, he was formally 
appointed Volunteer Inspector in January 2017.

Q: What inspired you to become a volunteer inspector? 

A:  I like animals, especially the mammals we see like dogs and horses. 
In the last post I held in Tai Po District Police Headquarters, I came across 
cases related to animal cruelty which raised my awareness and concern for 
animal issues. I first learned about the rescue work of the SPCA in 2009 and 
wanted to volunteer, but I was too preoccupied with work. Nevertheless, 
I adopted a golden retriever named Jasper. After my retirement, a former 
colleague suggested I join as a volunteer inspector. 

Q: What is your most memorable rescue to this date?

A: On a hot day in August 2016, a large dog died from heat stroke on 
Lantau during a hike with its owner’s friend. An inspector and I joined 
firemen to hike 20 minutes uphill to bring its carcass down. The hiker said 
he had been warned of heat stroke in dogs, but when we found the dog, 
it was clear that the man had failed to cool the animal down with water even 
though it was in distress. I was annoyed by the irresponsible attitude and 
ignorance, and brought the case to the attention of the Society in the hope 
of raising public awareness of the issue. 

Notes from ExCo

I have lived in Hong Kong since March 1996, having moved here after taking early retirement 
from the British Civil Service. My involvement with the SPCA started back in early 2000, 
when I was employed as the Human Resources and Facilities Manager. I was responsible for 
the recruitment and administration of staff, including the maintenance staff, as well as the 
overseeing of the facilities of all the centres.

I was also involved in many projects, including the rebuilding 
of the Kowloon Centre, the fitting out of the Mui Wo, Hang 
Hau and Mongkok centres, the acquisition and fitting out of 
the Spay Neuter Vehicle and the setting up of the Cat Colony 
Care Programme (CCCP), of which I am a registered carer. 

I live in a village house in the New Territories with my Hong Kong Chinese wife, Joyce, our 
three-year-old twins, Christian and Abbygail, and our four cats. My wife and I have been foster 
parents for cats in the SPCA since 2000 and we have been involved in monitoring the stray cat 
population in our community. We are able to foster neonatal kittens and we talk at the regular 
Foster Parents meetings at the SPCA. We always have foster kittens at home either from the 
SPCA or other organisations. Our most notable fostering experience was when we helped, 
along with the SPCA, to rescue 41 cats from a hoarder who had fled back to the mainland. 
At one stage we had 36 cats, either in our house or for a short period housed on our roof. 
We and the SPCA managed to home all of them, so it was a very pleasing albeit tiring episode. 

My passion is in animal welfare, and to be able to be a member of the Executive Committee 
and support the SPCA into the future is a great privilege.

Tim Sollis

I have lived in Hong Kong since March 1996, having moved here after taking early retirement 
from the British Civil Service. My involvement with the SPCA started back in early 2000, 

Spotlight 

In this issue, we debut our plans to Pawprint readers for the SPCA Tsing Yi Centenary 
Centre. In Feb 2016, we submitted a land lease application to the District Lands Office, 
Tsuen Wan and Kwai Tsing of the Lands Department. Currently, we are fundraising for 
the centre’s construction costs. Our vision is to open in 2021 to better serve animals and 
communities in the New Territories in time for our centennial celebrations. 

Established in 1903 by a group of volunteers and officially registered in 1921, the Society 
has evolved and developed its services from being animal-centric to promoting humane 
education and a caring community. 

Through the decades, we have diligently campaigned and lobbied for the welfare of both 
animals and the community. In the 1930s, we appealed to the government to mandate 
the use of wooden crates for a more humane transportation of pigs and cows; in 1950, we 
launched an anti-rabies campaign to protect humans and dogs from the disease and save 
dogs and cats from being cruelly slaughtered; in this millennium, we piloted the Mission 
Zero, No Fur, and Boycott the Bad Breeder campaigns, to name a few. In addition, as 
this issue of Pawprint highlights, we have reviewed and made recommendations about 
local animal welfare legislation. We are sparing no effort to involve legislators, district 
councillors and other key influencers to effect change. 

We believe that animal welfare can truly fare well only 
if we break down mental barriers that prevent humans 
and animals from coexisting in harmony. Since the 
1970s we have directed efforts to educate not just 
kids about animals’ nature and needs, but also pet 
owners regarding responsible pet ownership – and 
not just in Hong Kong, but from the 1990s also in 
mainland China. Furthermore, we have endeavoured 
to increase public acceptance for community cats 
and dogs through our Cat Colony Care Programme 
(CCCP) and Community Dog Programme 
(CDP), and with other animal population control 
programmes including the Free Mongrel Desexing 
Programme (MDP) and Spay Neuter Assistance 
Programme (SNAP).

After almost a century, we are humbled and encouraged by the public recognition of 
our work and the city’s heightened awareness of animal welfare. With a lot still needing 
to be done, the Centenary Centre is our bid to use more space, better facilities and a 
strategic location to consolidate, improve and expand our rescue, veterinary, educational 
and community services.

As a charity, we obtain less than 1 per cent of our funding from the government. The rest 
comes from a generous public, for which we are extremely grateful. Please support and 
help us bring the new centre to life so together we can build a better society for all lives!
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Huge thanks to Mr Dorian Ho and 
Season Pet Magazine

 

In celebration of our 95th anniversary, the SPCA, renowned 
fashion designer Mr Dorian Ho and Season Pet Magazine invited 
19 celebrities and beloved pooches to model for the SEASON 
X SPCA “My Best Friends” charity photo series. To promote 
love and care for animals, the stylish photos highlight the daily 
interactions and emotional bond between humans and pets. 
Open to the public and dogs, a free charity exhibition was held 
on 26 February at The Annex in Central. 

The photos have been included in albums and 
desk calendars, with part of the proceeds going 
to support our animal welfare work.

https://www.spca.org.hk/seasonxspca-eng

Issue 103 . 5

Kakato X SPCA Charity Advanced 
Screening

Thanks to the sponsorship of Kakato, a charity advanced 
screening of A Street Cat Named Bob was held at the UA 
Cityplaza Cinema on 3 January. The film is based on the true 
story of a London busker and an injured cat meeting and 
healing each other. The film propagates the message of respect 
for life and encourages animal adoption. More than 260 donors 
attended the evening and helped raise funds for our rescue and 
re-homing work to benefit more feral cats.

Harbour Place recognised for its 
humane animal action
Last October, inspectors received a call from the management 
office of Harbour Place to say a cat was trapped outside the 
35th floor of their building. Inspectors were unable to reach 
the cat, so the management office promptly offered to erect 
scaffolding to help in its rescue.

On 10 February, Karl Mak, Chief Officer Inspectorate, 
presented a certificate of appreciation to the chairlady of the 
Owner’s Committee of Harbour Place and the assistant area 
manager of Hong Yip Service Company Ltd in recognition of 
the big heart they showed for an animal in need.

N O T I C E  B O A R D

Early Prevention of Animal Cruelty 
through Legislation
In terms of animal cruelty, the SPCA firmly believes prevention is better than cure. With media focus on arrests and convictions of high-profile 
animal cruelty cases under Cap.169, many people overlook much of the SPCA’s highly valued intervention work. In response to reports to the Society, 
around 800 cases where there is a suspicion of animal cruelty are investigated each year. Often investigation shows that no obvious animal welfare 
issues are involved, but that the problem is related to things such as nuisance barking, where advice is always given. However, a quarter of these cases 
are classified as “borderline” (where the state of animal welfare is less than satisfactory by SPCA standards but meets the minimum requirements of 
the current law). These our inspectors handle by issuing “advice” or “warnings” to keepers aiming to rectify issues and also to educate so that animals 
are better kept and have a happier and healthier life. We strive to raise awareness of animal cruelty and the need for overall better treatment of animals 
through public campaigns and by lobbying for better prevention through updating our currently reactive animal welfare laws. In this article, you will 
be introduced to Duty of Care and Codes of Practice – two pivotal clauses that the SPCA suggests the jurisdiction mandate for in future legislative 
development. 

Dirty food and water bowl

Leash too short

Special thanks to Spanish jewellery brand 
ARTĒ Madrid

To promote our shared belief in caring for animals, ARTĒ 
Madrid created and launched the ARTĒ X SPCA “My Best 
Friends Collection”. The 925 sterling silver and crystal 
pendants feature 15 pet-related designs which can be combined 
freely to make a unique bracelet. 

The Society is grateful to be able to collaborate with ARTĒ Madrid 
and for its donation in support of our animal welfare work.

https://www.spca.org.hk/artexspca-eng
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A proper diet, including fresh water
Animals should have access to fresh, clean water 
all the time and should be given the right type and 
amount of food to keep them fit and healthy.

Somewhere suitable to live
Animals should have the right type of home, 
including shelter, space/opportunities to exercise 
and somewhere comfortable to rest and hide (giving 

them security).

Protection from, and treatment of, 
illness and injury
Animals should be protected from pain, suffering, 
injury and disease, and should be treated by a vet 
if they are sick or injured.

The ability to 
express normal 
behaviour
Animals should have 

enough space and 
appropriate facilities to allow 

them to behave normally.

To be housed 
with, or apart 
from, other 
animals
Animals should be given 
appropriate company or 
kept on their own. 

6 . Issue 103  

The overwhelming majority of suspected animal cruelty cases our Inspectorate encounters do not breach the legal threshold, and there 
is no legal case to answer. However, this does not mean that the animal is being kept well. Many people might consider that the animal 
is being poorly treated and that action still needs to be taken to improve the quality of life of the animal concerned and prevent the 
situation from deteriorating to a point where the law has been breached. In this situation, SPCA inspectors will provide and record 
official advice and warnings to those in charge of the animals to effect improvements, and these cases are followed up. Such records 
can be used as background evidence should the situation deteriorate and it becomes necessary in the future to prosecute. In some cases 
where the person in charge is unable to comply with suggested improvements, the option of finding a new home where the animal’s 
needs can be met may be discussed and the SPCA may be able to provide assistance. 

Numerous studies have shown that animals are able to experience emotions, communicate with each other, learn and 
feel pain. A concern for animal welfare begins on the premise that animals are sentient beings capable of feelings, and are 
able to experience both suffering and well-being. Animal welfare is about ensuring the well-being of the individual animal 
from the animal’s point of view. It includes animal health and encompasses both the physical and psychological state 
of the animal. The SPCA believes, together with many animal welfare organisations around the world, that an animal’s 
welfare should be considered in terms of “Five Needs”. These are:

Cats needing a comfortable space to live and exercise: 
facilitating improvements

The Inspectorate was alerted to the way two cats were being kept on a sampan. 
The informant was concerned about their living environment. 

A visiting inspector found the cats were kept in manner that didn’t breach 
the law but could definitely be improved upon. Fresh food and water were 
provided, but the cats were leashed and had only a makeshift shelter made 
from plastic vegetable trays. The owners explained that they felt compelled 
to restrain their cats to prevent them from being stolen or falling into the sea. 
They were advised to provide the cats with appropriate housing and release 
them for frequent exercise. 

At a follow-up visit the next day, our inspectors brought with them two 
donated cat cages, new water bowls and cat litter, and set about assisting the 
cat owners with a new set-up. A canopy was installed to prevent the cats from 
being exposed to rain and sun. The cage doors were to be kept open at all 
times (unless there was extra need for security) and if there was need for the 
cats to leashed, the leash should be of a reasonable length to allow the cats 
to move in and out of their cages freely. The new arrangement meant the 
cats became more active and were happier – and the cat owners were very 
appreciative.

Meeting a dog’s need for exercise and special care

An SPCA inspector responded to the report of constant night-time 
barking in a residential building. On arrival, the inspector rang the 
bell but nobody answered and there was no evidence of barking from 
inside the premises. A notice was left for the owner to contact the 
Society. That night, the inspector returned and met with the owner, 
who invited him to check her dog and its living environment. 

The old Dalmatian had developed problems with mobility, common 
with age, and was unable to get up easily and move about. The owner 
was reminded that in such cases medical problems can develop and 
was advised to monitor the dog’s health closely and seek veterinary 
care if necessary. A few days later, inspectors went back for a follow-
up visit and provided a wheelchair for the dog to use (a public 
donation). They helped to adjust the wheelchair to fit the dog and 
taught the owner how to use it. 

Improved Animal Welfare with Advice Given by Inspectorate

For the way an animal has been treated to be classified as animal cruelty, there needs to be sufficient evidence put before the court that 
the law may have been contravened (this is assessed by the Department of Justice). Subsequently in court, the Magistrate has to rule that 
there has been unnecessary suffering caused by commission or omission and the law has been broken and animal cruelty has occurred.

Animal Cruelty is legally defined

FiveNeedsSPCA Animal Welfare Standards – 
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In 2010, the SPCA collaborated with Hong Kong 
University’s Law Faculty to review current legal 
regulations governing the use of different groups of 
animals with other similarly advanced jurisdictions. 

The 200-page review, co-authored by HKU Associate 
Professor Amanda Whitfort and SPCA Deputy Director of 
Welfare, Dr Fiona Woodhouse, found that Hong Kong’s animal 
laws were inadequate and outdated for a modern society that aspires to be 
“Asia’s World City”. 

According to the authors, many of the laws are out of date and fail to protect animals at risk of abuse 
and suffering. Currently, authorities cannot step in to help a neglected animal until it has actually 
been harmed by the neglect.

In other countries, anti-cruelty legislation has been replaced or amended to create an Animal Welfare 
Ordinance. In 2007, the Animal Welfare Act, which places a Duty of Care on pet owners to provide 
for their animals’ basic needs, came into force in England and Wales. 

Duty of Care is a legal obligation imposed on an individual requiring that they adhere to a standard of reasonable care while 
performing any acts. Any animal handler who does not take reasonable steps to ensure that the animal’s needs are met commits 
an offence, even if it may yet to have suffered unnecessarily. For example, under an Animal Welfare Ordinance, an owner may be 
prosecuted for not providing water for his dog.  

Issue 103 . 9

“Studies have shown that the Animal Welfare Act has improved animal welfare in the UK, which is encouraging,” said Dr Fiona 
Woodhouse. 

On the importance of imposing a Duty of Care in the law, Dr Fiona Woodhouse said, “SPCA inspectors are already giving advice 
and warnings to pet owners in ‘borderline cases’, but those pet owners are not required at present by the law to heed us. Their failure 
to improve living conditions for animals is frustrating for the inspectors and anyone to watch, especially as the situation could worsen 
and cause more problems for the animals.”

“A penalty point system could be combined with improvement notices and assist with the promotion of Duty of Care. Also if 
keepers repeatedly fail to act as instructed and better provide for the animals despite the authorities’ issuance of improvement notices 
(and subsequent punishment for non-compliance) these repeat offences over time would trigger further prosecutions that would lead 
to more legal sanctions – higher fines and the risk of imprisonment, as well as the possible removal and confiscation of the affected 
animals as a consequence,” she explains.

She added, “The merit of this system is that these official warnings in ‘borderline’ cases will serve to reinforce education given during 
investigations, guide better care as well as giving a timeline for when keepers will have to have rectified problems and improved the 
situation. Importantly for the animals, they can avoid further suffering and it would also help reduce the length of some legal proceed-
ings – freeing up more resources that can be redirected to help more animals in need.”

Animal welfare is a topic that has finally gained more attention over recent years and 
last year LegCo formed a Cruelty Subcommittee looking specifically at animal 
welfare issues – preventing cruelty to animals was one topic discussed. The SPCA 
once again submitted its views and was delighted when one of the legislators 
asked if the government consider establishing a system where 
“Care Enhancement Notices” could be issued.

In reply, the Secretary for Food and Health, Dr Ko Wing-man, 
while recognising education for pet owners was important and 
that minor animal welfare issues could be handled by a system 
of advice (guidance), follow-up actions and inspections, unfortu-
nately did not commit to amending legislation and including such 
a system in the enforcement framework.

The SPCA will continue to garner support from the government, 
legislators and the public to update animal welfare legislation for 
the sake of animals’ well-being. 

Photo source : HKU

In the UK a series of Codes of Practice were published in 2013 
to offer practical guidance on how to care for animals based on 
the principles of Five Needs, as well as how to comply with the 
Animal Welfare Act and any regulations issued under the Act. 
Breaching a code is not an offence in itself but can be used by a 
court in tending to establish or negate liability.

Code of Practice for the Welfare of Dogs
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-practice-for-the-welfare-of-dogs

Code of Practice for the Welfare of Cats
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-practice-for-the-welfare-of-cats

Current legislation
The current legislation against animal cruelty (Cap. 169) was enacted in 1935. This was 
after the SPCA had been lobbying for legislative improvement since its inception in 1903. 

Under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordinance (Cap. 169), any person who 
cruelly beats, kicks, ill-treats, over-rides, over-drives, overloads, tortures, infuriates or 
terrifies any animal, or by wantonly or unreasonably doing or omitting to do any act, 
causes any unnecessary suffering to any animal commits an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine of $200,000 and imprisonment for three years. 

Officers from various government departments, including police officers, senior veterinary officers, health officers, 
health inspectors and certain officers from the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD), have been 
authorised to enforce the Ordinance.

The SPCA has played a significant role over the years in supporting investigations by providing intelligence on suspected 
cases, collecting evidence and conducting forensic examinations as well as caring for and helping to rehabilitate animal 
cruelty victims.

In addition, since 2011 the SPCA has been in collaboration with the police, AFCD, veterinary associations and animal 
concern groups under the Animal Watch Scheme to increase public awareness and help fight against cruelty to animals 
through the four-pronged approach of education, publicity, intelligence gathering and investigation.

Our suggestions on law reforms
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Malicious animal poisoning in Hong Kong
Often when poisonings affecting animals are mentioned in Hong Kong the attention is on high profi le cases or 

problematic areas such as the series of  poisonings along Bowen Road and Black’s Link and in the surrounding areas. 
However this is a widespread issue and suspected incidents are reported across Hong Kong. Although like in other 

jurisdictions poisoning cases are probably under-reported especially if  they are targeting strays or free roaming animals 
who may not be missed and whose bodies are not easily found. 

Little is known about the psychology of  
people who intentionally poison animals 
in part because the perpetrators can be 
diffi cult to identify and apprehend, but 
several motives have been postulated: 
retaliation against the animal owner, 
elimination of  “nuisance” animals, 
elimination of  animals seen as “pests” and 
sadistic pleasure.

Dog owners often report returning home 
to fi nd their dogs that had been in good 
health when they left home dead in the 
yard or garden, sometimes poisoned bait 
and medical evidence are found suggestive 
of  the symptoms of  poisoning. 

When investigating cases the SPCA 
collaborates with the police and AFCD 
to collect evidence and also to assist with 
treating any surviving victims if  required. 

Sometimes owners may report confl icts 
with neighbours or the motive may be 
unclear. Occasionally poisonings have 
been a prelude to other crimes that 
target the premises such as burglaries 
or robberies with the removal of  dogs 
that may guard the premises or alert the 
occupants to intruders. 

One of  the major issues with poisoning 
cases is that they are often “remote” 
crimes. Poisoned baits are laid by people 
who are intent on evading being caught 
and so lay bait when they are less likely to 
be seen and, due to the fact that the target 
animal may not be attracted to the bait 
until later, they are less likely to be linked 
to the case. If  a potential suspect can be 
identifi ed there is usually no evidence that 
can link them directly to the act.

The “Bowen Road” poisonings are a prime 
example of  the diffi culties in dealing with 
poisoning cases. Occurring from time to 
time since the early 1990s baited meat is 
laid along and around the popular hiking 
trails of  Bowen Road, Black’s Link, Wan 
Chai Gap and Dutch Path.

Numerous attempts to apprehend the 
culprit or culprits have failed in part 
due to the unpredictable nature of  the 
crime. Whilst efforts to apprehend the 
poisoner continue the SPCA has also 
focused on protecting animals through 
raising awareness amongst dog owners 
and doing regular patrols in the area. 
In high-risk situations when poisoned 
bait has been found we alert the public 
and send inspectors to sweep the area 
aiming to identify and safely remove any 
remaining poisoned bait. In the recent 

case that involved Rogue (see Vet case 
book, page 15) the Inspectors went to the 
scene and identifi ed and removed more 
poisoned bait from three locations nearby  
– preventing more victims from being 
harmed.

Did you know the act of  poisoning an 
animal or intent to poison an animal 
is not a specifi c offence under current 
Hong Kong law? If  caught after having 
poisoned or attempted to poison, the 
culprit can currently only be charged 
with damaging property (animals are 
considered property under Hong Kong’s 
legal system) or charged with animal 
cruelty. The SPCA believes that offences 
relating to animal poisoning including 
intent should be specifi cally addressed 
in the future development of  animal 
protection legislation. 

In 2016 the SPCA handled 10 cases 
of  suspected animal poisonings 
involving 20 animals. These resulted 
in 19 fatalities and unfortunately 
only one survivor.

When to suspect malicious 
poisoning?

• Rapid onset of  signs / death in   
  a previously healthy animal

• Multiple animals affected

• History of  threats or confl icts

• Unexpected food present /   
   empty food containers 

• Food or water appears altered 
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Rescue

October 2016

SPCA inspectors rescued a small 
kitten in Yuen Long that was 
heard mewing behind two thick 
squatter-hut walls. It was difficult 
to establish exactly where the 
kitten was, but with the landlords’ 
consent holes were drilled in the 
walls to help locate the animal. 
A slightly larger hole was then 
carefully drilled adjacent to the 
animal enabling the inspectors to 
ease it out through the gap. The 
kitten had minor injuries but was 
adopted after treatment at the 
SPCA hospital.

January 2017

SPCA inspectors spent three difficult days 
trying to find and rescue a dog which was 
reported to have fallen into a deep, rocky 
water course in a valley in Fo Tan. The 
satisfaction of their eventual success is for 
all to see!

On day one the SPCA team, accompanied 
by the informant, searched extensively along 
three different entrances to the valley and the 
slopes above but without success. The dog’s 
cries could still be heard but it was getting 
dark and inspectors arranged to come back 
to continue the search the next day.

On day two they abseiled down into 
the valley but could still not find the dog. 
Following the stream bed, they continued 
their search for several hours before locating 
the animal high up the slope. By then darkness 
had fallen and the team had to suspend the 
operation.

On day three the inspectors returned to the 
slope carrying heavy rescue equipment. It took 
them two hours to reach the dog after a long, 
uneven hillside walk, crossing four streams 
and climbing a 60-foot cliff. They calmed the 
animal and brought it to safety by lowering it 
into a rubber boat and paddling across a deep 
pool. It was another two hours before they 
reached the main road, in darkness, with the 
dog and their heavy equipment. The dog was 
thin but otherwise healthy. It was checked by 
an SPCA vet and returned the following day 
to its owner after details were obtained from 
the dog’s microchip.December 2016

In June 2016, the SPCA 
discovered an animal breeding 
farm operating out of deserted 
pigsties in Kam Tin, Yuen Long. 
A total of 50 small-size pedigree 
dogs and 11 pure-bred cats were 
found housed in filthy conditions 
in very cramped cages without 
food and water. One person was 
arrested for “cruelty to animals”. 
Under caution, he admitted to 
keeping the animals for sale. 
In December, he was convicted 
and sentenced to two months’ 
imprisonment and fined $5,000.

December 2016

Alerted to what appeared to be 
an illegal pit trap into which two 
wild boar had fallen in Fanling, 
SPCA inspectors went to assess 
the situation. They found a large, 
rectangular brick-lined pit seven 
feet deep with the two animals 
lying seemingly unharmed at the 
bottom. They called an AFCD 
vet to help sedate the animals 
and together lifted them to the 
ground. The boar were taken 
away by the AFCD and once they 
had recovered from sedation were 
released back into the wild. 

January 2017

In July 2016, inspectors went 
to industrial premises in Tuen 
Mun where 13 small dogs were 
reported as being kept unattended 
by their owner. They found the 
dogs living in dirty conditions in 
a very inappropriate environment 
and called the police. The owner 
was later arrested for “cruelty 
to animals”, and in January of 
this year pleaded guilty to these 
charges and also to “keeping dogs 
without a licence”. The owner 
was sentenced to two weeks’ 
imprisonment and fined $500.

Rescue

Conviction

Rescue

Conviction

“Animal cruelty is a crime ! ”
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V E T  F A C T S V E T ’ S  C A S E  B O O K

• Rodenticides 
Poisons designed to eliminate rodent vermin are commonly used 
by home owners and on the streets by district offi cials. Warning 
signs are usually posted, so keep an eye out. 

The most common types cause the rodent to 
bleed uncontrollably, eventually resulting in 
death. The same can happen to a dog or a 
cat which ingests the bait, so take extra care 
if  exercising you dog in an area where these 
poisons are being used or keep your cat 
indoors until the bait has been removed. 

• Organophosphates (“OPs”) 
This is a large class of  chemicals most 
commonly employed as insecticides. They 
are extensively used by farmers, and various 
forms are available in Hong Kong; for 
example, cockroach bait. Poisoning can occur 
in pets by eating insects which have been killed 
by OPs or by eating the bait itself. They are 
principally nerve poisons and the animal usually 
presents with drooling and uncontrollable shaking.

A Poisoning Caught in the Nick of Time
Toxic Hazards 

on the Streets of Hong Kong
 

At the SPCA, we see a number of  poisoning cases in dogs and cats every year. In some cases we are not always able to determine 
whether the poisoning was accidental or malicious. In addition, identifying the precise poison involved can be hard; so in many cases, 
we as veterinary surgeons need to make judgements based on the history and clinical signs.

The following are some of  the classes of  poison that we know can present a danger to your pet in Hong Kong’s outdoors. 
The information has been left intentionally imprecise to avoid providing information that could be used with ill intent.

• Herbicides 
There is a particularly unpleasant herbicide which causes 
irreversible and progressive damage to lung tissue and is 
almost invariably fatal with euthanasia being required. 
Several high-profi le malicious poisonings of  dogs with 

meat or bone laced with this agent have occurred in 
Hong Kong and appeals have been made for its use to 
be banned in Hong Kong.

• Strychine 
Another pesticide, this time aimed at small 

vertebrate animals. Strychine is a highly potent 
toxin that causes muscular convulsions and is 
commonly suspected in malicious poisonings. 
So powerful is it that in one case a domestic 

helper clearing up the vomit of  a poisoned 
dog also needed to be hospitalised.

As previously mentioned, it’s good to be 
aware of  these poisons. And help keep your 

pet safe by following our Vet Tips (pages 16-17)!

Dr Adam West
Senior Veterinary Surgeon 

On my very fi rst Saturday working at the SPCA, I was 
consulting at the Wanchai hospital when at around 9.30 am 
I was asked to see an emergency poisoning case which had 
just arrived. “Rogue”, a lovely 6-month female mongrel 
(recently adopted from the SPCA) had been walking on Wan 
Chai Gap Road when her owner noticed her chewing on some 
bones she had picked up in the long grass. Just moments 
later she started to become very agitated and nervous. She 
began to salivate profusely and vomited several times in quick 
succession. Fortunately for Rogue, a very kind passer-by helped 
Rogue’s owner with a taxi so she could be taken quickly for 
veterinary care.

On examination, from the clinical signs a colleague and I 
made a judgement call based on the most likely class 
of  poison that was affecting Rogue and were able to 
administer a drug with an antidote action. She was 
hospitalised for intensive intravenous fl uid therapy 
and other supportive care measures including 
drugs to control the nervous convulsions and 
vomiting. After a few hours, it became apparent she 
was slowly improving. Rogue is a brave dog who pulled 
through a very distressing period and happily for everyone 
concerned is now entirely recovered. Many dogs, however, are 
not so lucky. That Rogue vomited so quickly after eating the 
baited bones may have saved her from the full impact of  the 
toxin, and that coupled with the prompt action of  her owner 
in getting her to a veterinary clinic most likely saved her life!

Obviously, as with all cases prevention is better than cure, and 
for more information on how to keep your pet safe in the big 
outdoors please check out our Vet Tips article (pages 16-17). 

Dr Eamon Ryan
Veterinary Surgeon 

through a very distressing period and happily for everyone 
concerned is now entirely recovered. Many dogs, however, are 
not so lucky. That Rogue vomited so quickly after eating the 
baited bones may have saved her from the full impact of  the 
toxin, and that coupled with the prompt action of  her owner 
in getting her to a veterinary clinic most likely saved her life!

Obviously, as with all cases prevention is better than cure, and 
for more information on how to keep your pet safe in the big 
outdoors please check out our Vet Tips article (pages 16-17). 

The inquisitive and scavenging nature of  dogs means they often pick up rubbish and food scraps from the street or garbage bins. 
Unfortunately, there are some individuals who carelessly, and worse at times maliciously, lay poisoned bait in areas where it is likely to 
be picked up by dogs (and outdoor cats). A very high-profi le spate of  malicious poisoning in Hong Kong has been going on since 
the early 90s around the Bowen Road and Black’s Link area. On 7 January of  this year, two dogs were poisoned in that area and 
brought to the SPCA just in time. Fortunately, both survived. What follows is an account of  the recovery of  one of  them. 

Rogue and 
her grateful owners
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V E T  T I P S

Poisoning 
and Your Pet 

As with most issues in life… PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE. 
So follow these simple steps to keep you dog safe on the streets and trails of  Hong Kong.

Keep your dog under close control 
when walking.

In areas where known poisoning is occurring, 
keep dogs on a leash and maybe even muzzled 

(a muzzle which allows your dog to pant is best to 
avoid heat stress). If  possible avoid these areas. 

Keep an eye out for warning signs – 
either that offi cials have used rat bait or that 

a poisoner is known to be operating in the area.
The SPCA Inspectorate has placed warnings regarding 

malicious poisonings in known trouble spots.

Always take your mobile phone 
and some cash with you. You never know 
when you might need to jump into a taxi 

and rush to a veterinary clinic!

BETTER A FALSE ALARM THAN A POISONING LEFT TOO LATE: 
If  you think your pet may have eaten something suspicious then seek veterinary help 
as soon as possible… don’t wait!

POISONS ARE USUALLY EATEN: 
A pet’s life can be saved if  it is made to vomit quickly to clear the toxin before it is absorbed. Veterinary clinics 
will have drugs which can effi ciently do this so seeking urgent veterinary attention is vital. If  there is to be a delay, 
e.g. long taxi ride or a remote location, then a few washing soda crystals placed under the tongue can induce vomiting. 
However, please still seek veterinary attention even if  you are successful in making your dog vomit as you can never 
know if  all the poison has been removed or how much has already been absorbed.

PROTECT YOURSELF: 
Some toxins are powerful enough to severely affect you if  you contact them, for example in a dog’s vomit. 
Wear gloves to clear this up if  you can, or wash your hands straight away!

PASS ANY INFORMATION REGARDING THE POISON INVOLVED TO THE VETERINARY SURGEON:

• What area of  Hong Kong?

• Are there warning signs in your area? 

• Have you used any chemicals recently in the vicinity of  your pet?

• If  so bring in any chemical containers you may have used.

ALERT THE POLICE AND THE SPCA: 

• By informing us and the police, sweeps of  the area can be performed to remove residual bait.

• Extra patrols can be instigated

• Warning signs erected

• Record keeping

THINK CAREFULLY: 
Before you use any dangerous products in your own property (outside or inside), research what you are using and 
take all due precautions to protect you family and your pets. 
Is the product really essential? Do safer options exist?

And fi nally a friendly, lifesaving reminder:
IN ALL CASES WHERE AN ANIMAL MAY HAVE BEEN POISONED OR IS SHOWING 

CLINICAL SIGNS, SEEK VETERINARY ATTENTION WITHOUT DELAY!

Dr Jane Gray
Chief Veterinary Surgeon 
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Dr Eamon Ryan
Veterinary Surgeon

Eamon Ryan joined us only last December and in early January 
had the dubious distinction of being the vet who saved the first 
of the dogs involved in the two cases of poisoning on Bowen 
Road for more than a year. 

“It was a young dog, less than six months old,” said Eamon, 
“and we provided her with assisted care until she fortunately 
recovered. Not all dogs are as lucky, and dog poisoning would 
make shocking headline news in the UK where I used to 
practise. It saddens me that someone would set out to poison 
somebody else’s pet.”

Growing up in a family of vets on a farm in Australia, Eamon 
watched animal surgery from a very early age. “The first I recall 
was a Caesarian section on a cow, but it didn’t scare me.” 

Eamon’s interest is in Small Animal Surgery, and in joining 
the Society he hopes to put his skills to great use. The bull 
terrier in the picture is one of many dogs and cats he has saved 
after road accidents. “Some animals endure prolonged agony 
before being brought to the clinic, so it is rewarding to see 
them recover after surgery,” he said.

Eamon also operates from the mobile clinic desexing rural cats 
and dogs in the New Territories, and sees animal birth control 
and preventive medical care for diseases such as tick fever and 
heartworm as keys to maintaining pets’ health and welfare. 

With the assistance of a veterinary nurse to translate for local 
Chinese clients, Eamon makes sure diagnoses are clearly 
explained and clients comprehend the medical importance of 
the advised treatment. 

“Owners who opt for palliative care for pets that can be cured 
by surgery should know that the former only manages pain and 
discomfort and doesn’t offer long-term well-being,” Eamon 
explains.  

Po Po Chan
Homing Assistant

After graduating from an American university with a major 
in psychology, Po Po moved back to her family’s Sai Kung 
village house and her two beloved mongrels. Looking for a 
meaningful job, she happily chanced upon an SPCA opening. 
Just a few months into her new role, she has already helped 
many animals find homes.

Filing records for homing animals is an integral part of her 
daily work. “I look up each animal’s medical history and 
write remarks in their profile. This provides an easy reference 
for care keepers to administer diets and medications, keep 
track of vaccination schedules, and provide such health care 
information to potential adopters,” she explains. 

If you’ve ever wondered how homing animals get their names, 
wonder no more. “Every time I open a new profile for the 
new arrivals, I name them,” she said. “I named a cat ‘Friday’ 
on a Friday and some puppies ‘Siu Mai’ among other dim sum 
selections.” 

Po Po enjoys snapping pictures of the homing animals to 
share on social media and is pleased that some friends have 
developed an interest in animals as a consequence, asking 
questions like “What do hedgehogs eat?” Her most rewarding 
moments, however, are bidding farewell to animals as they set 
off to new homes. 

As a former psychology student, she expresses concern for the 
animals’ mental health. “It saddens me that the majority of the 
homing animals have been abandoned. When a happy animal 
arrives with its owner and then realises it has been deserted, 
it is distressing.” 

“Local people tend to have a preference for pedigrees and 
I always get enquiries for them from potential adopters. I hope 
mixed breeds like mine will gain greater acceptance.”  

Debi Siu
Vet Nurse Supervisor

Debi Siu has worked for the SPCA since 2006 and been the 
supervisor of the surgery floor in our 24-hour Wanchai clinic 
for the last five years. From helping with spaying, Caesarians 
and spinal surgery, to removing maggots and tumours, Debi 
is often at the front line assisting the vets. Otherwise she can 
be found supervising staff or checking and packing surgical 
instruments.

“We often perform over a dozen neutering surgeries in 
addition to other elective and emergency operations in a day,” 
Debi says. “After office hours, the clinic is manned by one 
vet and nurse. I was once on duty when a pregnant bitch gave 
birth to three pups. Suctioning their nasal passages and making 
sure they had their first breath while the surgeon finished the 
surgery was unforgettable.”

Debi was drawn to her career when her then two-month-old 
pug received treatment for canine distemper and was saved 
from near death by caring veterinary professionals. “I looked 
at the nurse and in that instant I knew I wanted this job.”

As an experienced vet nurse, there are few things Debi cannot 
stomach. Frowning, she says what truly upsets her is the 
irresponsibility of some pet owners. “They bring pets in with 
huge tumours which are ulcerated and bleeding, or wait two 
weeks until seeing the vet when their animal has no appetite. 
Owners should respond much earlier and not leave their pets 
deteriorate and suffer.”

Responsible owners should seek treatment for injured or sick 
animals while they are treatable, says Debi. “For instance, dogs 
with a slipped spinal disc should be operated on within 24-48 
hours to boost their chances of a full recovery. After that they 
are exposed to a higher risk of paralysis.”

“All proceeds from SPCA veterinary services go towards 
supporting our animal welfare work,” adds Debi, who 
encourages the public to seek treatment for their pets at SPCA 
clinics, helping both their own pets and those less fortunate 
ones too!  

  Dominic Lung 
Inspector

On a hot summer’s day in June 2015, Dominic Lung and 
another inspector sweated heavily as they tried to reach a 
puppy trapped on a steep slope. Standing on an eight-metre 
ladder, Dominic finally nudged the scared animal with a lasso 
so that it slipped and fell into a safety net. Multiple scratches 
from hillside bushes and mild heat stroke were the trophies he 
got from saving its life.

When days later he visited the pup in kennels, he found it very 
quiet and with no appetite. The vet suggested he might like to 
foster it. “The pup was infected with ringworm, and once I got 
it home, it refused to eat, even when tempted with barbecued 
pork,” Dominic recalls. “It began passing dark-yellow urine, so 
I took him back to be checked.”

The poor pup had tick fever and a dangerously low blood 
count. After a transfusion, he stabilised but then diarrhoea 
struck.

“I went home from work one day to find him with a prolapsed 
anus and puddles of poo,” said Dominic. “The vet promptly 
arranged surgery.”

Although Dominic already had a dog and was told the pup 
had abnormal front legs and might need an operation when 
older, he kind-heartedly decided to adopt the pup and named it 
“Kinder”, believing “its life was valuable and it had endured so 
much that it deserved to live and live well”. 

Kinder is now two and no longer limps. He jumps energetically 
and remains Dominic’s favourite rescue. 

“We give of our best, when positive outcomes are not 
guaranteed,” he said of his physically draining animal rescue 
work. “We handle numerous requests with limited resources, 
when often rescues could be avoided if owners were more 
aware and took better care of their pets.”  

A T  T H E  F R O N T  L I N E
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Enhanced legislation for pet dog trade
Here’s some news to bark about! Effective 20 March 2017, Hong Kong has 
introduced enhanced legislation with respect to the pet dog trade.

For the first time, Hong Kong has specific legislation that regulates dog breeding – 
making breeding for commercial gain illegal unless the person holds a licence.

The new legislative framework sets minimum standards and gives guidance on 
how dogs should be better kept and managed in the different types of dog trading 
premises. 

Importantly, licence holders must allow AFCD officers to inspect their premises 
and can be fined for non-compliance and animal welfare issues. Maximum fines 
for licensees under Cap. 139 have increased from $1,000 to $50,000 and for people 
operating without a licence from $2,000 to $100,000. Also, if any animal welfare 
issue caused by a licensee results in a conviction under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordinance the licence can be revoked.

Advertisements for dogs must now show a licence (or permit) number and also the individual dog’s microchip number.  Dogs can 
only be sold from licensed premises (the licence should be on display or be shown to prospective buyers) and details relating to the 
individual dogs and or breeder should be shown on the kennel. 

Historically, some animal traders have claimed to be arranging adoptions. In part to address this, the recent Cap. 139 amendments 
also include a change in the definition of trading. This means that fees or donations made in relation to adoptions could be classified 
as trade-related and lead to prosecution and fines. To facilitate adoptions by parties carrying out genuine, non-commercial adoption 
activities exemptions from holding an animal trading licence can be given. Similar to licensed traders, exempted parties have to 
display their exemption numbers in advertisements and at their premises and also list microchip numbers of individual dogs.

The SPCA encourages prospective dog owners to consider adoption or to source animals from the place where they are born – 
to avoid third-party transactions at pet shops.

Shopper alert: New webpage on cosmetic testing on animals

S P C A  U P D A T E 

The Hill’s X SPCA Dogathon 
was successfully held on 19 
February at the Hong Kong 
Disneyland Resort. Responding 
to the event slogan “Big Hearts 
in Unison”, more than 2,000 
participants and 1,000 dogs 
walked to show support for 
our animal welfare work. Once 
past the finish line, participants 
enjoyed a large-scale carnival 
with brand new shows which 
included a teleporting magic 
performance by renowned 
magician Mr Avon Lee, the 
city’s first concert for dogs 
as well as dog-themed art 
installations made of bricks. 

Another successful Dogathon!

Many of us love make-up and love animals. However, thousands 
of animals undergo painful procedures for our safety during 
cosmetic testing. With the availability of cruelty-free products and 
thousands of ingredients that have already been certified safe, 
the SPCA opposes testing of cosmetics and household products 
on animals that causes pain, suffering or distress. We have set up 
a special webpage to inform shoppers of the ugly truths behind 
some cosmetic products and to help them make better choices for 
the well-being of animals. 

The lucky draw of the SPCA Raffle 2017 was held on 28 March. The 
theme this year had been “Animal Heroes”, and we were pleased to 
invite famous musician Mr Eric Kwok, together with our inspectors, 
veterinary surgeons and animal caregivers to call on all animal heroes 
in the city to support raffle ticket sales and raise funds for SPCA 
services. Money raised would mean our inspectors could continue to 
save animals in danger, our veterinary team go on to provide around-
the-clock treatment for sick and homeless animals, and our homing 
team continue its endeavours to find homes for stray animals. The 
raffle was a great success and we thank everyone whose donations will 
support us to help more animals! 

Thank you for being an Animal Hero!

Please visit www.spca.org.hk/en/animal-welfare/cosmetic-testing-on-animals.
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The SPCA 
participates in the 
China Charity Fair
 
For the first time, the SPCA participated in the 
China Charity Fair (CCF), the biggest annual 
expo for charities in the country. The event 
took place last year from September 23–25 
with more than 100 NGOs and over 186,000 
visitors attending. This was a wonderful public 
platform for us from which to promote animal 
welfare and to offer our well-received Humane 
Education lectures.

Introducing 
Humane 
Education to 
remote areas in 
Northwest China

We had the pleasure of introducing Humane 
Education last October in Shihezi, a beautiful 
city in North Xinjiang. Since then, we have 
organised eight classes for over 300 students in 
six different grades. Most of the students come 
from poor families of ethnic minorities. 

We are very grateful to the volunteer teachers 
from the Small Animal Protection Association 
of Shihezi University, with whom we will 
continue to bring our Humane Education 
programme to remote areas of China. In doing 
so, we aim to teach children from poor families 
to respect life, and love and protect animals. 
Please support our efforts to give every child 
an equal opportunity to learn about animal 
welfare, regardless of family finances and how 
far they are from Hong Kong. 

Please consider making a donation to our 
China Animal Welfare Fund: 
https://www.spca.org.hk/pay/zh/don/
chinaanimalwelfarefund 

C H I N A  O U T R E A C H

The SPCA welcomes the setting up of the 
Subcommittee to Study Issues Relating to Animal 
Rights in the Legislative Council dedicated to 
studying the many issues that affect the well-being 
of animals in Hong Kong. These will include 
handling and combating animal cruelty cases, the 
promotion of responsible pet ownership (RPO), 
and the policy and measures on stray animal 
management.

On 21 February, Dr Fiona Woodhouse, Deputy 
Director of SPCA Welfare Services, attended 
the public consultation session and delivered a 
deputation on our views on the promotion of 
responsible pet ownership in Hong Kong, stressing 
the need to think carefully before taking in any pet 
and to understand the animal, its behaviours and 
needs. 

The SPCA believes education is crucial for owners 
to be aware of not just their animals and animals’ 
needs, but also how to act responsibly towards 
the animal and society at large. In addition to 
education, the creation of a supportive legal 
framework, additional resources and the removal 
of existing barriers can help people to become 
responsible owners.

Besides working closely with the Subcommittee, 
we also reached out proactively to District 
Councils, including those of Sai Kung, Yuen 
Long, Central and Western District, informing 
councillors of the vast array of animal-related 
services that the SPCA can offer – these are 
notably with animal birth control, animal rescue 
and assistance in striking a harmonious balance 
with wildlife – with the overall aim of improving 
the lives of domesticated animals and wildlife.

Working closely with our Councillors 
to improve the welfare of animals 
in Hong Kong

Anaesthetised dog being prepared for surgery during a Spay-Neuter 
Initiative provided by the SPCA’s Welfare Department with the kind 
assistance of the Islands District Councillor and representatives from 
the Peng Chau Rural Committee.

A fun-filled carnival was jointly held by the SPCA and the Tsuen Wan 
District Council.
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In February 2016, the SPCA Inspectorate received a distressing call from a 
member of the public to say a dead dog was lying in a filthy cage along a corridor 
of a residential building in Sham Shui Po. When inspectors arrived, they could 
see the dog (a sheltie) had been dead for a while; its already decomposing body 
was crawling with maggots. Meanwhile, in a nearby unit, the inspectors could 
hear faint barking. With the help of the police they broke into the unit and 
found another sheltie. She was confined in a small metal cage covered in thick 
layers of excrement which was alive with cockroaches. 

The inspectors brought the poor 
animal back to the SPCA in Wanchai 
for immediate attention. She was weak 
and anxious, and had severe dehydration 
and a serious skin infection. The kennel 
staff called her Mook Mook.

During the 10-month legal process 
that followed, the SPCA arranged for 
an experienced staff member to take 
care of her in the hope of providing a 
quiet space for the dog’s recovery after 
such a horrible existence. In the end, the 
negligent owner was charged with two 
counts of animal cruelty and given a four-
week prison sentence.

Although justice had been served, the poor 
sheltie had had a miserable life. However, 

with her health restored, she was ready for a forever home. Luckily, her wish 
for genuine love was answered. An SPCA foster parent told her story to a 
friend, a Ms Cheung. One of her two dogs had just passed away and she was 
hoping to find the other a new companion through adoption. 

“I took my dog with me to the kennels, and although the sheltie was rather 
nervous with people and wasn’t initially affectionate, she soon warmed to us 
once she came home. I named her Yeung Yeung,” said Ms Cheung warmly.

The three are now a happy 
team and enjoy daily walks 
together. “Yeung Yeung is so 
lively, energetic and passionate 
now. She gets on really well 
with other people and friends 
who visit me. I couldn’t be 
happier!” adds Ms Cheung.

A W A I T I N G  A D O P T I O NH A P P Y  E N D I N G S

week prison sentence.

Although justice had been served, the poor Although justice had been served, the poor 

(PN390607) male, 9 months

Polo was born to swim! He will jump into any water without hesitation. 
This nine-month-old is a very happy, energetic and adventurous dog. Polo needs 
a well-organised family with a lot of time to spend with him, give him exercise 
and to continue his training routine.

(PN389230) female, 8 years
 

After her owner left her with us, Mui Mui developed anxiety and wouldn’t eat. She was used 
to a home life and initially found it a challenge to adapt to living in the cattery. Although 
eight years old, Mui Mui is still young at heart and once she overcomes her shyness she is 
very affectionate. 

(PN397466) female, 2 years
 

Lik Lik is affectionate and very friendly with people and other dogs. Her easy 
temperament makes her a suitable family pet. She badly wants a new home 
away from the kennels, and will tell you this by barking. Outside the shelter 
environment, she is mild-mannered – ready to give you lots of love and fun!

(PN388347) female, 10 months

Gentle and playful, BB loves being stroked and cuddled. She enjoys her walks and 
is friendly to other dogs in the park. She also understands commands like sit and 
stand. BB was abandoned by her owner, but is an absolute beauty and delight. 
She would make a great companion for older children.

Lik Lik

BB

Polo  

Mui Mui   

From a canine hellhole to a caring home

Yeung Yeung

The SPCA always has many lovely animals which are desperate for a new home. If you are confident that you’re ready to adopt a pet, 
simply have a look at the animals on this page, and visit them in person. If you find the perfect pet for you, just get in contact and 
we’ll guide you through the rest of the process. Animal adoptions not only benefit the animals, 
but they also provide warmth, companionship and a whole lot of fun!

To know more about our homing animals, please go to: 
www.spca.org.hk/en/services/animals-for-adoption

JUST HOMED

Microchip no. 047 832 824

Microchip no. 026 377 552

Microchip no. 027 563 027

Microchip no. 028 015 574
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Renew your membership via 
Autopay and receive a gift
You can now choose to renew your membership 
securely and conveniently by Autopay through your 
bank, credit card or Paypal. It saves time and you 
don’t have to worry about lost cheques. Also, it helps 
the Society save costs on issuing letters as renewal 
reminders, which in turn helps us save more animals. 
Currently, if you opt for Autopay for annual renewals, 
you will receive a limited edition 3-in-1 SPCA Travel 
Set (worth $148) as a gift. Please download the 
Standing Instructions Form from our website (www.
spca.org.hk) and send the completed form to the 
SPCA Membership Department, 5 Wan Shing Street, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong.

If you’d like to use Paypal to renew your membership, 
please scan the QR code for details:  

Please contact Membership 
Department on 2232 5548 
if you have any queries.
Department on 2232 5548 

ARTĒ Madrid 
Discount on Charity Jewellery Collection

Pets are our faithful friends and family! Sharing a common 
belief in caring for animals, the SPCA and Spanish jewellery 
brand ARTĒ Madrid have collaborated to launch “My Best 
Friends” charity jewellery collection. The 925 sterling silver and 
crystal pendants feature cats, dogs, pawprints and dog kennels – 
among the 15 adorable and exquisite designs. Create your own 
combination for a unique bracelet!   

The SPCA is very grateful 
to ARTĒ Madrid for creating 
and launching this collection, 
and making a donation towards 
our animal welfare work. From 
now until 31 December 2017, 
SPCA members can enjoy a 
10% discount by presenting a 
valid membership card when 
purchasing the collection at 
any ARTĒ Madrid branch in 
Hong Kong or Macau. 

For the ARTĒ Madrid shop locations, please visit:
www.arte-madrid.eu.

Horseback Riding Fun Day

Bring your family or a friend to experience the excitement of 
horseback riding and learn more about our trusty horse friends 
at the Lo Wu Saddle Club. Participants will visit stables, be 
introduced to equine foodstuffs and shoeing, learn how horses 
are fed, and be led through demonstrations. They will also have 
an opportunity for some horseback riding! The activities are 
conducted mainly in Cantonese with some supplementary English.

Date:   10 June 2017 (Saturday) 
Time:  2pm–4pm 
(Shuttle to the Lo Wu Saddle Club will leave Kowloon Tong MTR 
Station at 1pm)
Venue: Lo Wu Saddle Club, Sheung Shui  
Fee:    Member $100, non-member $150 
   (covers round-trip transportation)
Capacity: 25

RSVP: Please call our Membership Department on 
2232 5548 or email membership@spca.org.hk

Remarks:  Every participating member is eligible to enrol 
one non-member. Children aged from 5 to 12 years must be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian in order to take part in 
any horse riding.

Member Benefits and Privileges 

M E M B E R S ’  C O R N E R

HK Liquor Store
Exclusive Shopping Offer

Members can enjoy a special discount of 5% on 
regular-priced items simply by entering the promotion 
code “SPCA95” at www.hkliquorstore.com and 
www.hkwhiskystore.com. Members are also offered 
free delivery for orders over $500. To help SPCA 
homing animals, 5% of any member’s purchase will be 
donated to the Society.

This special offer is valid till 31 December 2017.  The 
offer cannot be used with other offers. HK Liquor 
Store reserves the right of final decision on the use of 
the offer.

For product information or other enquiries, please call 
3543 0039 or email to sales@hkliquorstore.com.

Upcoming Members’ Activities

www. .com
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 SPCA education   
Buil

ding 
caring individuals through

K I D S ’  C O R N E R

Man's Best Friend 

The SPCA’s educational talks help 
children become loving and caring 
individuals through learning about 
the well-being of animals. They 
are a great way for youngsters to 
explore the world. 

Our talks focus not only on pet 
care but on animals in general, 
explaining with examples that 
animals like us have feelings. 

Our aim is to raise awareness in 
children of animal welfare issues and 
the need to have concern for others. 

Following the talks, we take our 
groups to our Adoption areas to see 
the homing animals. Each animal has 
its own story, but they all reflect that 
as humans we have a responsibility 
to provide our animals with a better 
world – as every life is precious and 
valuable.

Our talks cater to all ages from 
kindergarten to adult, while the 
focus of topic varies with age group 
and the calendar month. Parents 
are welcome to join their children 
so that through their involvement 
and support, the children can 
better learn to respect life and 
develop a concern for animals. 

For talk reservations, please call 
our Education Department on 
2232 5526 or 2232 5541.
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Our Welfare Work in Numbers 

Oct 2016 - Jan 2017 Oct 2016 - Jan 2017

Sent to foster care

Dogs        63
Cats                     127
Others        42
Total number of animals                                     232
 
Inspectorate

Animals handled                              1,055
Hotline calls                              9,542
Rescues                                                523
Complaints of cruelty investigated                                        279
Animal trading inspections                                             333
Advice given                                72
Warnings given                                                                   20
Prosecutions instigated                                                 13

Homing figures

Dogs                     206
Cats                     370
Others                     255
Total number of animals                   831
 
Desexing figures

Total number of animals                           4,768

Released or referred to outside agencies

Number of exotic or indigenous species        21

Cat Colony Care Programme

Number of cats handled                                           1,506

Name and Sponsor a Kennel or Cattery

Your sponsorship will help 
animals temporarily sheltered at 
the SPCA to enjoy much-needed 
warmth, security and love before 

finding a permanent family. 

Enquiries: 2593 5451

A wonderful opportunity 
for individuals, families, 
community groups and 

companies to support the 
animals in our care.

A plaque with a name 
assigned by the donor will 
be attached to the front of 

the kennel or cattery.
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Pawprint is available in English and Chinese. 
Members wishing to change their language 
preference for Pawprint should contact the 
Membership Department at 2232 5548 or 
debbie.tam@spca.hk.

Pawprint is published by the Society for the 
Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals (Hong Kong) 
in February, May and August.  

ADVERTISING  
To place an advertisement, please contact Vivian Chiu 
at vivian.chiu@spca.hk.

SUBSCRIPTION
Schools or institutions which are interested in 
subscribing to Pawprint are invited to contact 
Vivian Chiu at vivian.chiu@spca.hk.

©2017 Copyright reserved by SPCA (HK)
Society for the Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals 
(Hong Kong). Website: www.spca.org.hk

Our Centres
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
5 Wan Shing Street, Wanchai
2802 0501

Kowloon Centre
105 Princess Margaret Road, Ho Man Tin
2713 9104

Mongkok Adopt-a-Pet Centre
2D, G/F, 6 Peace Avenue, Mongkok 
2714 1000

Cheung Chau Clinic
CX277 Tung Wan, Cheung Chau 
2981 4176

Sai Kung Clinic
7 Sha Tsui Path, Sai Kung 
2792 1535

Sai Kung Adopt-a-Pet Centre
65 Man Nin Street, Sai Kung 
2232 5599

Hang Hau Clinic
Flat B, 2/F, Block 5, Hang Hau Village, 
Tseung Kwan O 
2243 0080

Mui Wo Clinic
Shop 14, Mui Wo Centre, Lantau Island
2984 0060

Yuen Long Fairview Park Centre  
G/F , DD104 , LOT3250 , B81 , Fairview 
Park Boulevard, Yuen Long 
2482 2770

SPCA Welfare Desexing Centre 
Fairview Park Main Road L3250 B8RP, 
San Tin, Yuen Long
2593 5438

Note: Our opening hours have changed 
effective from 1 Apr 2017. 
Please see our website for individual Adoption 
Centre, Clinic and Retail Store for opening hours.

General Enquiries     2802 0501
24-hour Animal Rescue Hotline   2711 1000

Veterinary Services
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
Kowloon Centre
Cheung Chau Clinic
Sai Kung Clinic
Hang Hau Clinic
Mui Wo Clinic
Yuen Long Fairview Park Centre
2802 0501 / 2802 3003

Mobile Clinic
Serving Tung Chung, Tsuen Wan, Tuen Mun 
and Shatin
2802 0501 / 2713 9104

Adoption Services
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
Kowloon Centre
Mongkok Adopt-a-Pet Centre
Sai Kung Adopt-a-Pet Centre
2232 5529 

Spaying and Neutering
Animal Welfare Vehicle
Mobile vehicle providing low-cost desexing to 
target areas and clients
2232 5513

Spay/Neuter Assistance Programme
2232 5549 

Cat Colony Care Programme (CCCP)
2232 5513

Community Dog Programme (CDP) 
2232 5511

China Outreach 
Programme
Providing assistance to animal welfare 
agencies and veterinary surgeons in China 
through education and advice 
2232 5555

Education
Education talk enquiries and arrangement 
2232 5541 / 2232 5526

Animal Rescue and 
Report of Cruelty 
2711 1000

Membership Services   
Enquiries on membership status, benefits and 
activities
2232 5548

Members’ Concierge Services
General enquiries and information on pet 
import, export, cremation and licensing
2232 5509

Donations
2232 5536 
or use this QR code

Animal Sponsorship Programme 
A monthly donation programme that supports 
our adoption animals 
2232 5510

Other Services
Lost and Found Animals     2232 5553

Behaviour and Training Courses for Dogs
2232 5567

Pet Boarding    2232 5501

Pet Grooming   2232 5532

Pet Wellness     2802 0501 

Volunteering 
Volunteer Coordination       2232 5508

Foster Parent Programme   2232 5524

SPCA (HK) would like to acknowledge 
the generous support of Hill’s Science 
Diet® and Hill’s Prescription Diet® 
products in providing food for the dogs 
and cats in homing.

S P C A  R E T A I L  C O R N E R

Stuffing-free Plush Dog Toys
Enjoy less mess on your floor – or in your dog’s 
stomach – with these super soft, stuffing-free 
plush dog toys! Extra-long and floppy, these toys 
are easy to grab and carry even by a small dog. 
Four styles are available.

Squeaky Balls
This doggy essential makes 
interesting sounds when 
it rolls. It can keep your 
furry friends occupied and 
engaged for hours on end.   
Good for both indoors and  
    out, and no batteries are    
       required!

spcahkengwww.spca.org.hk

Squeaky Balls
This doggy essential 
interesting sounds when 
it rolls. It can keep your 
furry friends occupied and 
engaged for hours on end.   
Good for both indoors and  
    out, and no batteries are    
       required!

are easy to grab and carry even by a small dog. 
Four styles are available.

Personalised Nametags from Italy
The SPCA is introducing three DIY nametag 
machines by Italian brand, My Family, into its 
Wanchai, Mongkok and Sai Kung centres. Owners 
can create personalised nametags for their beloved 
pets or key chains for themselves as unique 
accessories. A free name-engraving service is 
provided to any customer who purchases a nametag. 
Customers can choose from three font types and 
font sizes for engraving in English. With a collection 
of more than 100 Italian-made nametags to choose 
from, you are bound to find something to your liking. 
Prices start at just HK$110.

Ultrasonic Squeaker
If you can’t handle the noise of a 
normal squeaky toy, here’s the good 
news! As dogs can hear sounds at 
a higher frequency (0-45KHz) than 
humans (0-20KHz), this squeaker 
produces sounds at 22KHz 
so your dog can have all the 
fun and you won’t have a 
raging headache!

ATL exemption number ORG – 00002



For Details On Adopting:
www.spca.org.hk     

Hotline:
2232 5529 

“Ready to fill your life with sunshine!”

Adopt
ME !

Sweet natured

Loyal

Affectionate

Roxy 

Roxy Microchip no. 079 856 308


