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“Mercy Release”
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In Memory of Snowy

Last November, the Pan family 
generously donated a rescue van to 
the SPCA in memory of their beloved 
Samoyed, Snowy. Snowy had brought 
much laughter and joy to the family. 

He was always busy trying to be 
involved in everything and particularly 
enjoyed riding in cars for a chance to 
be out and about. 

We are extremely grateful for the 
Pan family’s support in helping us 
in continuing to promote animal 
welfare in Hong Kong. The Snowy 
rescue van will be our latest addition 
to the fleet, so be sure to look out 
for it on the road!
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Spotlight 

One of the biggest stories of 2016 was that of the SPCA’s rescue of over 300 
red-eared sliders, the unfortunate victims of “mercy release”. They were brought 
to us over a two-month period, our inspectors racing against time to pull them, injured 
and exhausted, from the sea. Once the turtles were with the SPCA, our veterinary 
and welfare staff took over the job of nursing them from a salty hell back to health. 
Inflatable pools had to be placed on our rooftop in Wanchai to provide a temporary 
home for so many creatures! Meanwhile, our communications and adoption teams did 
everything possible to draw media attention to their plight in an attempt to solicit help 
from the public to find them suitable homes.

A not dissimilar case occurred last June 
when our Inspectorate, veterinary and 
welfare teams were tasked with caring for 
over 60 canines and cats rescued from a 
suspected “breeding farm” in Pat Heung, 
Yuen Long. In fact, a hoarding case 
involving 36 dogs from the same area had 
been handled by the SPCA in December 
2014. Arriving in very poor health, these 
dogs required substantial resources on a 
daily basis, including medical care, feeding, 
grooming, socialisation and handling, 
while our Inspectorate and veterinary staff 
worked hard with the police to secure a 
conviction. Finally, once prosecution was 
concluded, our adoption services helped to 
find these animals their forever homes.

In these cases, finding adequate space in the shelter for these animals was an enormous 
challenge. We had to tap into our foster-parent network to help care for animals that 
were not in prosecution cases in order to make room for the ones that were.

A big influx of animals does not occur daily, yet its occurrence poses a severe challenge 
to our current capacities. Even though we are flexible and creative in coming up 
with solutions, these are just temporary measures. To ensure the sustainability of our 
contribution to local animal welfare, we are planning to open a New Territories Animal 
Welfare Centre in Tsing Yi to expand and improve our services. Our aim is to have the 
centre up and running by our 100th anniversary in 2021.

As a registered charity, over 99 per cent of our operating costs comes from public 
funding. Your help in donating or raising funds or spreading good words about our 
work will Help Us Help More Animals.

Alice Choi
Executive Director
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Pawprint
Notes from ExCo

I came to Hong Kong from the UK in 1990 to work as a junior auditor at KPMG and 
originally intended to just spend a few years here. Twenty-six years later, I am very happy to 
call Hong Kong my home. I’m now an audit partner in KPMG, looking after a range of local 
and overseas clients, and very much enjoy living in Hong Kong.
 
When I was young, my family always had a cat. In Hong Kong, with the unanimous agreement 
of my wife and kids, we now live with two lovely dogs. Sam, a former rescue dog from the 
SPCA, is seven. He broke his toe in Tai O when he was a puppy and was collected by the 
SPCA for medical care and re-homing. Sam has since been joined by a younger friend, Alfie, 
whom we found on the street, apparently abandoned by his mother, and thought to be only 
about five weeks old. He is blind in one eye and can’t really see so well from the other, 
so he takes his lead from Sam when we’re out walking. He’s also a bit deaf, but has boundless 
energy and a huge enthusiasm for life!
 
I was asked to participate in the Executive Committee of the SPCA during 2016 and was 
very happy to join as a co-opted member. The SPCA does a tremendous amount of good for the animal community, working 
with animals in trouble, helping to educate the public and also helping pet owners to care for their pets properly. Of course public 
engagement is very important as the Society relies on the public to report cases where their expertise is needed, and is also the 
beneficiary of tremendous public support. I believe the SPCA is a strong and needed part of Hong Kong’s welfare support for 
animals, and I’m excited to join the Executive Committee and in particular to actively participate in the coming chapter of its 
development in Hong Kong.
 
Nick Debnam

Interview with SPCA Volunteer Physiotherapist: Sonja Buergi

Swiss native Sonja grew up with a passion for animals. She studied animal physiotherapy in 
Germany and interned in a veterinary clinic in Zurich working with horses and dogs. She then 
worked at riding clubs in Singapore before moving to Hong Kong, which she, her husband and 
three dogs and cats now call home. 

What motivates you to volunteer at the SPCA?
“I think the SPCA does a great job in protecting animal welfare and in educating the public on 
being a responsible pet owner. After moving to Hong Kong, I decided to offer some of my 
knowledge and passion to dogs in need.”  

How does physiotherapy benefit dogs?
“Every dog I work with is unique. Some will have had surgery, and I work on regaining their 
strength and balance; some are anxious or stressed, and I work on relaxing them mentally and 
physically. I use a balance pad to improve their motor skills and balance; hurdles to boost awareness, 
fitness and mental strength; porcupine balls to refine awareness in their limbs; and the water treadmill 
to enhance fitness and co-ordination while reducing weight on the joints.”

What is rewarding about volunteering?
“It’s a huge reward to see the animals change, and they are very grateful. I am always happy if strays 
find great homes with nice families and I am sure these dogs have so much to give back.”

Advice for prospective adopters of animals that require physiotherapy…
“Owners must be aware that it will take time and commitment for the animal to regain its full physical 
strength. Working together helps bonding between the dog and the owner. It is important to talk to 
the vet and the welfare team before adopting. The physiotherapist can advise the owner on exercises 
which can be done at home.”
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Story time for the SPCA’s 95th anniversary
Over the past 95 years, the SPCA has helped sick, injured and 
homeless animals by providing them with medical care and 
helping them find a home. To celebrate our anniversary, we 
have set up a special webpage for a collection of stories from 
the public of memorable moments with the SPCA (www.spca.
org.hk/en/about-us/95-spca). If you have something to share, 
simply send your story (in brief), along with a photo of you and 
your pet(s)’ names to 95@spca.org.hk. 

Our gratitude for support from 
Cathay Pacific
Last November we received a donation of 6,000 towels from 
Cathay Pacific. Towels are in constant need in our day-to-day 
work at the kennels and catteries, so this donation is truly 
indispensable and we’d like to express heartfelt thanks.
To extend this help for the benefit of animal welfare in 
the whole of Hong Kong, the SPCA shared 4,000 towels 
with other organisations, such as the Companion Animal 
Federation, HOME DOG HOME, Hong Kong Animal 
Adoption Centre, and some private shelters and individual 
volunteers.

#legend  X SPCA “Best of Friends” 
Photo Exhibition
To celebrate its 95th anniversary, the Society collaborated 
with lifestyle magazine #legend to put together a charity photo 
shoot to showcase the love and bond between humans and 
dogs, as well as promoting the message of care and respect 
for animals.

Fourteen popular Hong Kong celebrities, including the 
president of the SPCA (HK) – Ms Gigi Fu, Ms Coco Lee 
& Mr Bruce Rockowitz, Ms Sabrina Ho, Ms Ana R., 
Ms Cara G. McIlroy, Ms Jessica C. and Mr Andy On, 
Ms Lisa S., Ms Coco Chiang, Mr Dorian Ho, 
Mr Allan Zeman, Ms Alison Chan El Azar and 
Mr Kim Robinson participated in the photo shoot with 
their own or SPCA’s beloved dogs.

The exhibition’s star-studded launch cocktail party was held 
at the Sunset Beach Club at The Pulse in Repulse Bay. The 
Exhibition was on display for free public viewing from 20 to 
30 November, welcoming all dogs and their owners.

Special thanks to csl
csl is very supportive of our animal welfare work. Besides 
its sponsorship of our 95th Anniversary Carnival, held in 
West Kowloon Nursery Park in October 2016, the company 
also supports our adoption services. To encourage adoption, 
csl is offering 15 Pet Tracking Service sets (each includes 
Circo tracker & 1 year’s mobile data for adopters). This kind 
donation will reduce the risk of a pet getting lost and new 
owners can then be more confident when outdoors.

The SPCA always welcomes corporate support, please call us 
on 2593 5451 for details.

N O T I C E  B O A R D

 “Mercy release” is not wildlife 
conservation…

In wildlife conservation, the successful 
release of animals back into the wild is a 
long process, with extensive guidelines 
and preparation to protect the safety and 
health of the species being released and 
the ecosystem that it is being released 
into.

Species are carefully selected for 
rehabilitation and habitats for release are 
studied extensively before and after any 
animals are released. The process often 
involves ecologists, veterinarians and 
other conservation professionals.

… but a commercialised and cruel 
ritual

“Mercy release” is mostly a religious 
ritual. Many Buddhists and Taoists 
believe that releasing captured animals 
can create good karma and bring good 
fortune. An act thought to help preserve 
animals’ lives in fact does physical harm 
to the animals and threatens ecological 
balance. 

In recent years, “mercy release” has 
grown in scale and been commercialised 
by unscrupulous businessmen with 
animals now being bought and discarded 
regularly and frequently in Hong Kong.

The SPCA’s stance

Currently, the release of animals causing 
their suffering is only prosecutable 
under the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals Ordinance Cap. 169. It carries 
a maximum penalty of three years’ 
imprisonment and a $200,000 fine. 
Taiwan, has recently implemented 
specific legislation to ban the 
unauthorised release of any animal into 
the wild, after decades of struggling 
with the ecological damage caused by 
widespread dumping of animals by the 
“mercy release” industry. The SPCA 
believes that there should be such 
legislation in Hong Kong.

Wrestling with “Mercy Release”
For how long had you planned this “mercy release”, 
while the animals were free in the wild miles away?
And you didn’t even know enough to be sorry.
You were glad to see cage doors swung wide open 
and hapless reptiles poured into the sea.
You found yourself wanting to break all enclosures.
Now lives are beyond capture, fading, struggling, gasping:
“I’m not from here. I don’t belong. What have you done to me!”
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Between July and September 2016, the SPCA received over 
300 freshwater red-eared sliders that had been dumped in the 
sea by practitioners of “mercy release”.

The largest case involved 244 red-eared sliders which had 
been released at Anglers’ Beach in Tsuen Wan on August 28. 
At noon, alarmed Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
(LCSD) lifeguards and citizens called our hotline to report 
hundreds of desperate red-eared sliders had appeared in the 
water and on the beach. Earlier in the morning, swimmers 
reported seeing someone in a Taoist costume performing 
rituals before releasing huge numbers of turtles into the sea.

Once at the scene, SPCA inspectors and lifeguards raced 
against time and the tide to rescue these struggling animals 
from being swept between rocks and out into the ocean.

Back at our hospital, many turtles were weak and dehydrated, 
in addition to suffering from skin sores, broken shells and 
swollen and infected eyes from being densely stacked and 
packed prior to their “release”. While hundreds were rescued 
from the salt water (they are a freshwater animal), many more 
were likely lost out at sea to suffer badly before finally dying 
a slow death. Where is the “mercy” in that?

This was the third time in two months that LCSD lifeguards 
had worked with our inspectors on such incidents. Prior to 
this, the SPCA was already treating over a hundred turtles 
from two similar cases in July and early August. The SPCA 

subsequently received another four red-eared sliders and 17 fish 
in September.

These acts of cruelty received widespread media attention. 
Believers and non-believers alike were outraged at the blatant 
greed of traders who send hundreds, if not hundreds of 
thousands, of animals to their deaths for a quick buck.

Finding ways to accommodate hundreds of turtles got 
increasingly difficult and took plenty of staff creativity and hard 
work. 

Our animal care teams worked long hours for weeks to ensure 
these animals were adequately sheltered, treated and fed every 
day. Our communications team was overwhelmed with the 
outpouring of support on our social media platforms, while being 
bombarded with media requests at all hours. Such extensive 
media coverage helped immensely to raise awareness about the 
cruelty of “mercy release”. Many members of the public came 
forward to adopt these turtles.

However, this is a happy ending for a tiny number of animals in 
the so-called “mercy release” industry.

In previous cases, lifeguards also reported seeing animals being 
released directly into the sea from “mercy release” boats. These 
activities continue to carry on daily from hot spots like Tsuen 
Wan, Tuen Mun and North Point piers.  

Turtles, turtles, turtles

Where do these turtles come from?
Based on their uniform size, it is suspected that these red-eared sliders were bred for food. 
Red-eared sliders are reared in the millions to supply the food trade in Asia. In Hong Kong, 
turtle shells are often used to make turtle jelly (guai lin gou/龜苓膏). 

Hong Kong imports a huge number of animals every year for the pet and food trade. In 2014, Hong Kong imported over 
800,000 reptiles for the pet trade and more than 54,000 kilograms of turtles for the food trade.

There are no figures regarding animals used for “mercy release” activities. With red-eared sliders being sold for as little as 
HK$20 each, the easy availability of large numbers of cheap animals makes “mercy release” a very profitable activity.
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Imagined peace and grim realities

 Weakened and sick after transportation and sale, 
many animals die shortly after release. Local 
conservation groups regularly find the dead bodies 
of commonly released turtles, fish and frogs in 
Hong Kong’s precious rivers and streams after the 
Buddha’s birthday.

 When aggressive species like the red-eared sliders 
do survive, they expose Hong Kong’s native 
populations to disease and compete with them for 
survival.

 One of the world’s top invasive species, the red-
eared slider has now replaced local turtle species 
as the most common turtle in Hong Kong’s 
country parks.

 Even more alarming is that some animals which 
are popular for “mercy release” do not even occur 
in the wild.

 For example, a popular species for release, 

the Sabah garoupa or lung dan  (沙巴龍躉) is 
cross-bred from two species for the food trade. 
According to the World Wildlife Fund for Nature 
(WWF HK), these fast-growing, carnivorous 
fish are now living in Hong Kong’s reefs, with 
unknown consequences for local fish species.*

“Mercy release” kills animals and 
harms local ecosystems

Show your compassion in other ways

Don’t be duped into believing that “mercy 
release” is an act of compassion. Many of these 
animals are bred for the food trade. Buying 
animals to “release” just increases the demand and 
consequent suffering. Consuming fewer animal 
products every day can go a long way to reduce 
demand.

Practise compassion daily – reflect on your daily 
actions and make changes that can truly reduce 
animal suffering. Support genuine conservation 
activities that protect Hong Kong’s biodiversity 
and improve the welfare of Hong Kong’s animals.

Millions of birds are removed from their natural habitats and exported to Hong Kong, 
and they suffer greatly in packed transportation. A large number of dead birds have been 
found post-release in the country parks.

Red-eared sliders are freshwater species and simply cannot survive in the sea. During trade, 
transportation and “release”, skin injuries and shell damages to turtles are common. 

Most fish that are farmed and imported from other parts of the world, they will threaten 
the existing animals in Hong Kong’s fragile marine ecosystem through spread of disease or 
predation. Besides, upon release they are liable to being caught again.www.wwf.org.hk/en/news/?11440/New-resident-or-new-invader

* Reference:
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Last January, Chief  Executive Leung 
Chun-ying announced a proposal to 
outlaw the ivory trade in 2021. The 
government intends to stop issuing new 
licences to ivory traders (currently valid 
for 5 years) after 2016 and raise penalties 
on ivory smuggling. Many NGOs, both 
international and local, believe the ban 
should be enacted much faster given the 
rapid disappearance of  elephants. 

Hong Kong is one of  the few territories 
in the world that permits the local trade in 
ivory. Though an international ban on the 
ivory trade has been in place since 1990, 
Hong Kong’s local trade remains brisk.
This legal local trade has attracted strong 
demand from Chinese tourists, making 
Hong Kong a hot spot for ivory smuggling 
and laundering. 

Although licensed traders may sell only 
ivory registered before 1990, their stock of  
registered ivory has diminished extremely 
slowly despite brisk sales. Since the 
government cannot tell “old” ivory from 
“new”, some traders just sneakily replenish 
their stock with illegal ivory, enabling them 
to continue to sell ivory “legally”.

In 2014, Hong Kong destroyed one of  
the world’s largest stockpiles of  illegal 
ivory: 28 tonnes taken from approximately 
11,000 elephants. Smuggling ivory via 
Hong Kong is extremely profitable 
as penalties are low. The maximum 
penalty is HK$100,000 and a one-year 
imprisonment under The Protection of  
Endangered Species of  Animals and 
Plants Ordinance (Cap.586). A significant 

HONG 
KONG’S 
BID TO 

BAN 
THE 

IVORY 
TRADE

increase of  the penalty to HK$10 million 
and imprisonment of  four years has been 
proposed for legislative review in 2017.

The SPCA has been paying close attention 
to the ivory trade in Hong Kong. In 
December 2015, the Society co-authored 
a report with concerned organisations and 
individuals suggesting a wildlife crime task 
force be set up to curb the illegal trade in 
wildlife. In August 2016, the Hong Kong 
government formed a cross-departmental 
Wild Life Crime Task Force which 
regards ivory trade as one of  its priorities. 
What’s more, in October 2016 the SPCA 
joined other groups demanding steeper 
deterrent penalties under The Protection 
of  Endangered Species of  Animals and 
Plants Ordinance (Cap.586) and that 
wildlife crime be incorporated into the 
Organized and Serious Crimes Ordinance 
(Cap. 455) to deter criminals and provide 
animal management departments with 
greater powers when tackling illegal trade.

UPDATE: The Chinese government just 
announced it will ban all domestic ivory 
trade and processing by the end of  2017. 
Meanwhile the government in Hong 
Kong is preparing to submit the legislative 
amendments for its proposal in the first 
half  of  2017. The SPCA is concerned 
that the ban in China will deflect the ivory 
trade to Hong Kong and that the proposed 
phasing out of  the trade in Hong Kong 
over five years is too slow. The SPCA 
urges local residents to call for a ban on 
the ivory trade as soon as possible to stop       
       the decimation of  the global elephant  
        population.
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“Animal cruelty is a crime ! ”

01
January

During January’s exceptionally 
cold weather, a cat was 
discovered sheltering above the 
rear wheel of a private car in 
Hung Hom. Inspectors were 
called to the scene, but were 
unable to reach the cat as the 
access gap was too narrow. The 
owner of the car then asked a 
garage mechanic to remove the 
wheel. This enabled an SPCA 
inspector to reach for the cat and 
return it to its owner.

05
February

SPCA inspectors were called to a 
dog caught in an illegal cage trap 
on the slope of the Maclehose 
Trail in Tuen Mun. They opened 
the gate of the trap to check the 
condition of the dog but the 
animal escaped into the hillside. 
It had appeared unhurt. The 
inspectors then disassembled 
the cage and brought it down 
the slope in pieces to hand over 
to the AFCD for follow-up 
investigation and action.

02
February

This little kitty got itself stuck in a 
small gap in an outer fenestrated 
wall on the second floor of a 
public housing building in Tuen 
Mun. SPCA inspectors were 
called to help the frightened 
animal, and successfully managed 
to rescue it. The cat was taken to 
the SPCA hospital for a check-
up and care. It was a pretty 
animal and was quickly rehomed, 
none the worse for its earlier 
unfortunate experience.

06
March

Black kites are resident in Hong 
Kong and commonly scavenge 
in harbours. This bird was found 
in the sea outside Aberdeen and 
picked up by someone in a boat. 
An SPCA inspector reached 
the boat with the assistance of 
Aberdeen Boat Club staff to 
collect the bird. It was taken to 
the Wanchai clinic for preliminary 
treatment and drying out before 
being referred to Kadoorie Farm 
for further care.

03
February

Falling from a height, this 
poor tabby became impaled on 
the prong of a metal laundry 
frame on the second floor 
of a residential building in 
Mongkok and was left hanging 
upside down. SPCA inspectors 
supported the cat with a net while 
firefighters climbed a ladder 
and cut the frame. The cat was 
taken to the SPCA for immediate 
treatment. It was later claimed by 
its concerned owner.

07
March

Our hotline received a request 
from a dog owner in Kau Tao 
Shan to have the Inspectorate’s 
assistance in freeing her dog’s left 
hind leg from a metal chain in the 
garden of her house. On reaching 
the dog, our inspectors cut and 
removed the chain, which in 
twisting had caused the dog’s leg 
to swell. The grateful owner took 
the dog to a private veterinary 
clinic for immediate treatment of 
its injury.

04
February

Barking deer seem prone to 
getting stuck in metal railings. 
This one was found on the 
hillside outside Shatin Hospital. It 
couldn’t get through the gap and 
sustained lacerations to both hips 
in its effort to do so. Inspectors 
lubricated its body with oil and 
managed to free it from the 
fence without the need to cut the 
posts. The deer was later sent to 
Kadoorie Farm for treatment and 
follow-up care.

08
March

A man who attacked the dog of 
a neighbour using a garden sickle 
in a Tai Po village in December 
2015 was finally convicted 
of “Cruelty to Animals” and 
sentenced to two months’ 
imprisonment. The man claimed 
the dog constantly barked in 
the middle of the night causing 
a long-term nuisance and loss 
of sleep. The dog unfortunately 
suffered such serious injuries it 
had to be euthanised.

Rescued Rescued

Rescued Rescued

Rescued Rescued

Rescued
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V E T  F A C T S V E T ’ S  C A S E  B O O K

• Leptospirosis is a potentially fatal infection caused by 
corkscrew-shaped bacteria of  the genus Leptospira. 

• As veterinary surgeons, we mainly see the disease in dogs. 
However, as a zoonosis (a disease which can be transferred to 
humans and vice versa) it can be equally as serious in people. 
One form of  the human disease, in which liver failure occurs, 
is called Weil’s disease.

• The disease is transmitted in the urine of  host animals, 
most commonly rats. Dogs contract the disease by contact 
with infected urine or with water and other substances 
contaminated with urine.

• The disease can cause a variety of  signs, and the severity can 
vary. In extreme cases the dog can present with kidney and 
liver failure, due to the latter they are often jaundiced (yellow 
mucous membranes of  the mouth and eyes). In addition 
the affected dog can exhibit anorexia, vomiting and severe 
lethargy.

Myanmar’s severe stray dog problem has left it with one of  the 
highest levels of  human rabies cases in the world. Effective stray 
dog population management is key. SPCA’s Senior Veterinary 
Surgeon Dr Adam West reports on his experience of  teaching 
relevant techniques in Myanmar.

On Saturday 28 May 2016, in a rather run-down building that 
serves as Yangon’s veterinary school, I gave a seminar co-hosted 
by the Myanmar Veterinary Association (MVA) and the Myanmar 
Alliance for Rabies Control (MARC) to over 80 local veterinary 
surgeons, government officials and members of  MARC on 
desexing and other elements of  dog population control.

Operating outdoors in 40 degrees’ heat, I demonstrated safe 
desexing techniques for female and male dogs. The anaesthetics 
and equipment were rudimentary, but I was impressed by the 
eagerness of  the people to learn, with one vet commenting 
“we are trying very hard but everything’s against us”.

As an economically backward country, very little emphasis has 
been placed on the welfare of  animals in Myanmar; this was 
reflected by the fact that even my arrival as a visiting veterinary 
surgeon was reported on national television!

The trip reminded me of  the importance of  the work of  the 
SPCA and other animal charities in Hong Kong. Not only is the 
SPCA helping to control stray dog populations through its free 
Mongrel Desexing Programme, but it continues to educate and 
urge all owners to get their dogs desexed, vaccinated against 
rabies, microchipped and licensed. These efforts certainly help 
Hong Kong to remain one of  the few rabies-free territories 
in Asia.

I was thankful for the opportunity to distil what I have learnt 
during my 10 years with the SPCA and use it to give some 
guidance in Myanmar. And I hope to return in the near future 
with the aim of  contributing further to improving veterinary 
knowledge and animal welfare. 

Before visiting rabies-endemic countries (especially for a 
prolonged stay), consult with a travel doctor about vaccinations. 
Avoid touching wildlife and stray animals, and seek immediate 
medical treatment if  bitten or scratched by an animal. 

Dr Adam West
Senior Veterinary Surgeon 

Controlling 
the Stray Dog Population 

in Myanmar

Leptospirosis
Leptospirosis is an uncommon yet serious disease. Most cases have a history of  the dog playing, 

drinking or swimming in stagnant water in drains, streams or pools. Certain areas seem to have a higher 
prevalence, in particular Sai Kung, northern New Territories, the Outlying Islands and The Peak. 

We hope the following facts will help to keep your dog safe and sound!

• The disease is diagnosed by looking for bacterial DNA in 
either blood or urine.

• Treatment is unfortunately not always successful if  the 
disease is advanced, but there are various antibiotics 
which are effective in killing Leptospira. The severity 
and infectious nature of  the disease normally means the 
patient has to be hospitalised in an isolation ward for 
supportive care.

• As always, prevention is better than cure. Vaccinations 
exist and should be boosted at least yearly after the first 
set of  puppy shots. For dogs exercising in high-risk areas 
it is worth considering vaccinating at six-month intervals 
to ensure the highest level of  protection.

• Ask your veterinary surgeon for further advice on this 
dangerous disease and its prevention.

Dr Adam West
Senior Veterinary Surgeon 
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V E T  T I P S

Make sure your dog is up to it! 
Start with shorter walks first rather 
than a 20-km hike! Advancing age 

and problems like arthritis may make 
your dog’s body less able even if  

the dog’s mind is willing. Also, always 
bring enough water!

Snakes are far less active 
in colder weather. Many hibernate 

away but their inactivity and slowness 
to respond may make it more difficult 

for them to evade contact. 
Always keep an eye out!

SAFETY 
ON 

THE HILLS
As the weather cools off  (and owners wish to combat the extra calories of  the festive season!) 

many more dogs are taken for walks on Hong Kong’s wonderful hillside trails. 
Below are some considerations to keep your pet safe while hiking the hills.

Dr Kasumi Yoshimura 
      Veterinary Surgeon 

Be extra careful when 
walking on narrow paths with steep 

drops and on a hiking trail where a road 
crosses especially if  your dog walks 
ahead. Check your map in advance 

and bring your dog under leash 
control to avoid its getting lost. 

Make sure your contact info is up to date 
in AFCD’s licensing system and consider 

using a tracker or let your dog wear 
a tag with your phone number.

Consider carrying a basic dog 
first aid kit and learn how to use it. 

Also, remember if  you get in trouble 
your dog is in trouble too! Stick to the 

standard hiking rules of  carrying a 
mobile phone, telling people where 

you are going and avoid hiking alone.

The feral cattle and buffalo 
of  Lantau and Sai Kung can pose a risk 
to dogs with a well-aimed foot or horn. 
Dogs in turn can disturb or injure the 

bovids so ensure your pet is under 
good control in their proximity. 

Don’t let your dog chase wildlife.

Other wildlife hazards to dogs 
include porcupines, with their sharp 

spines, and wild boar. If  you see or hear 
an animal moving nearby get your dog 

under control straight away.

Despite the efforts 
of  the SPCA and other charities, 
populations of  feral dogs remain 

an issue in parts of  Hong Kong and 
are not always welcoming to a new dog 

in their territory! Keep an eye out 
and avoid contact if  possible.

To prevent leptospirosis (see page 14), 
ensure your dog is fully vaccinated.
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Frederick Wong
Inspector

A large part of Fred Wong’s work involves checking pet 
stores, markets and animal shelters. He also investigates 
reports of suspected animal cruelty and assists law 
enforcement agencies in carrying out prosecutions. He 
says that daily inspections are a method of ensuring that 
fundamental animal welfare requirements are met. “Live fish 
at the market should be kept in enough fresh water to avoid 
them suffocating. In pet stores, the cleanliness of the animals’ 
cages and the ready availability of food and water need to be 
checked.” If Fred finds any animal in distress, he will give a 
verbal warning and advise on what improvements should be 
made. 

For 20 years, Bowen Road and Black’s Link have been 
infamous sites of many dog poisonings. SPCA inspectors 
regularly patrol the areas, advising owners to leash and muzzle 
their dogs. The SPCA’s 24-hour hotline remains available for 
anyone to provide information about the perpetrator(s) of 
this callous crime. Anyone encountering cases of suspected 
animal cruelty can use the hotline or email the SPCA. If the 
information is accurate and inspectors believe the animal’s 
life is in danger, they will immediately begin an investigation, 
explains Fred.

“Many reports we receive are from neighbours in rural areas. 
We will check whether the animal’s owner is at home. If not, 
we interview the neighbours to understand how the animals 
are normally treated, and take photographs. If there are clear 
signs of animal cruelty, we notify the police and provide 
evidence to help investigate and prosecute the owner.” Fred 
says that while preventing animal cruelty requires the help of 
the public, passing on internet reports is discouraged as it is 
difficult to check their sources and determine their accuracy. 
First-hand reports with an exact address are what help 
inspectors investigate a case.  

Zicky Lai
Cattery Keeper

Zicky Lai has many years’ experience of working with 
animals. Two years in the cattery were preceded by five years 
as a kennel keeper. She reminisces about taking care of a shy 
puppy, holding her close through necessary vaccinations, 
supporting her through battles against illness, and making a 
timely suggestion to an adopter to have her homed.

“We began to worry about the puppy’s future, but then one 
day a familiar face visited the kennel. I helped this small girl 
tell her parents that she had always loved this puppy and 
for a year during every visit she’d had eyes only for her. The 
family decided to take the puppy home. I cried so much out 
of happiness!”

Zicky was 16 when she adopted her first dog. Over the years, 
she has adopted six more from SPCA kennels. As an adopter, 
she tries to reason with individuals who have doubts about 
the fairness of the adoption system.

“People get frustrated if their adoption application is rejected. 
Our guiding principle is that animals’ needs come first. This 
means that if a cat will be happier without children in the 
house, we have to let down some families. On the other hand, 
whether the prospective adopters’ homes are spacious or not 
really doesn’t affect the application outcome, as long as the 
animals’ needs are met,” she says. “The cattery and kennel 
keepers know the animals intimately and want the best for 
their rehoming.” 

Recalling a cat that was homed and returned twice, she 
lamented that the adopters didn’t heed her advice to provide 
an environment to ease the transition for the cat. Without the 
adopters’ patience, the cat couldn’t adapt. She was so stressed 
that she developed blood in her urine. “To adopt, you must 
commit and honour that commitment.”  

Dr Kasumi Yoshimura
Veterinary Surgeon

Growing up with animals and seeing them fall ill sparked 
Kasumi’s interest in veterinary medicine. As a young girl, she 
noticed her parents taking their family pets, including a chicken 
that plucked its feathers and a cat with cancer, in and out of vet 
clinics. Although too little to help, she was determined one day 
to become a healer for suffering animals herself. She achieved 
her dream and on completing her Bachelor of Veterinary 
Science degree in Australia, she returned to Hong Kong.

“I hate seeing animals suffer,” said Kasumi. “I remember 
treating a dog that had maggots crawling all over its 
hindquarters. The poor dog needed to have every one pulled 
out (there were enough to fill a bucket!) and its tail amputated 
but to everyone’s relief it healed brilliantly.”According to 
Kasumi, the owner of the dog had left Hong Kong for a “few 
days”, and an untreated wound had been allowed to deteriorate 
into a maggot breeding ground. 

“Being a responsible owner is important. As a vet (and 
responsible owner), I check my pets regularly and ensure 
they receive preventive health care,” Kasumi remarks, 
referring to necessary vaccinations and medications for ticks, 
fleas, gastrointestinal parasites and heartworm. However, 
unfortunately some diseases are not preventable. When her 
dog became terminally sick and frail due to cancer, despite the 
heartache Kasumi scheduled her for euthanasia. “Though it can 
be very hard for owners of terminally ill pets, it is often best to 
let them go peacefully so they suffer less,” Kasumi says, adding 
that thinking of an animal’s best interest was at the core of 
being a veterinary surgeon and of animal welfare, even at times 
when humans might be too emotional to do so. 

As a relatively new vet at the SPCA (joining in June 2016), 
Kasumi is looking forward to providing health care to strays 
and abandoned animals and deepening her knowledge of 
ultrasonography and surgery, saying: “The SPCA is a great 
place to learn with its diverse case load and large veterinary 
team.”  

Gabbie Lam
Grooming Supervisor

Often seen at work in the grooming rooms of the Hong Kong 
and Kowloon centres, and hosting monthly grooming talks 
for pet owners, Gabbie has served the SPCA for more than 
a complete Chinese zodiac cycle.

Back in the summer of 1997, while studying in Canada, love 
for her two puppies motivated Gabbie to complete a diploma 
in pet grooming and learn nail clipping and hair brushing 
techniques.

She says that training brought noticeable differences. “My 
puppies no longer got hurt or bled from nail clipping. Their 
hair was brushed through all the layers to avoid knots, allow 
air to circulate and prevent skin diseases and discomfort.”
Gabbie stresses that grooming is offered as preventive health 
care at the SPCA. “Unlike at pet shops which sell hair dye 
and extension for animals, we have animal welfare at heart. 
We truly respect the nature of animals, so that we generally 
recommend not bathing cats because it’s not in their nature to 
bathe.”

Gabbie adds that grooming cats is challenging, as their agility 
means it’s hard to hold them and their thin skin is easily hurt. 
Grooming dogs isn’t always that easy either; she once had to 
carry a dog in one hand while taking a call with the other as 
she knew the dog wouldn’t allow her touch it once she moved 
her hand away. “Every animal has a unique personality, likes 
and dislikes. As a groomer, adapting to each animal and 
gaining its trust is key.” 

Forming decade-long friendships with companion animals 
and their owners was her biggest reward, she said. “Some 
clients come once a month, and over the years I’ve seen their 
animals grow and have made many good friends.” When 
these animals die from old age, she encourages their owners 
to adopt again. “I will tell them if I see a homing animal that I 
know they’d like.”  

A T  T H E  F R O N T  L I N E
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The 14th Police Dog Trial 

On 4 December, this triennial event was held at Siu Sai Wan 
Sports Ground with more than 3,000 spectators attending. 
The event is jointly organised by the Police Dog Unit and the 
SPCA (HK) with the aim of enhancing public awareness of the 
Police Dog Unit as well as to remind members of the public 
to respect life and become responsible dog owners. Spectators 
were amazed by the high performance demonstrated by police 
dogs in the Obedience and the Man-Work Competitions. 

Alongside the spectacular 
competitions and 
performances, there were 
information booths, games 
kiosks and photographic 
moments with police dogs, 
which parents and children 
found hugely enjoyable.

S P C A  U P D A T E 

Dr Jane Gray and Dr Fiona Woodhouse 
were invited to be lecturers at the City 
University of Hong Kong for their 
Advanced Diploma in Veterinary 
Nursing Programme, offered by the 
School of Continuing and Professional 

The anniversary carnival was successfully 
held on 2 October 2016. Over 2,000 
participants and their dogs had a great 
time enjoying the array of performances 
and games as well as retail booths and 
food stalls. We thank Professor Sophia 
Chan, JP, Under-Secretary for Food 
and Health, and Mr Kenny Wong, 

Aniform Day 2016

October 4 is World Animal Day (official 
website: www.worldanimalday.org.uk). 
As the official ambassador in Hong 
Kong, the SPCA held its second 
“Aniform Day” on 14 October to call for 
acceptance and respect for all animals. 
The Society would like to thank all 
participating corporations, schools and 
public for their enthusiastic support!

Please join us again next year to continue 
to spread the message of harmonious 
co-existence between humans and all 
living creatures!

Superintendent of Police, as well as 
Ms Susan Tse and Mr Joe Ma, 
SPCA Ambassadors, Ms Elena Kong, 
SPCA Education Ambassador, and 
Mr Eddie Ng and Mr Eric Kwok, 
Animal Caring Stars, for kindly joining us 
in the officiating ceremony. Our gratitude 
also goes to volunteers, volunteer 

inspectors, our special guest dog Merry 
and her owner, Ar Yan, who shared 
their story on stage, and performers 
3Think, CD Theatre, Hong Kong Music 
Academy, SDM Jazz & Ballet Academie, 
Dance Union and Hong Kong Caring 
Magic Circus. 

Hill’s X SPCA’s 95th Anniversary – “Dance with Woofs”  Carnival @ West Kowloon Vet nurse training for CityU students

Education (SCOPE). Last October, 
they delivered three half-day lectures to 
over 30 students on Animal Welfare and 
Ethics specifically pertaining to veterinary 
medicine and companion animals in 
addition to shelter management. 

The following month, Dr Jane Gray 
was the guest examiner for the Animal 
Welfare practical assessment presented 
by the students. She hopes they will use 
their acquired knowledge to ensure a 
high standard of welfare for all animals 
under their care.

Many congratulations must also go to 
the winners of the corporate and school 
categories:

• Top Fundraiser Award & Highest 
Participation Rate Award (Corporate) 

 
 
 

• The Best Style Award

 
• Top Fundraiser Award & Highest 

Participation Rate Award (School) 

      St Clare’s Primary School
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In July 2015, the SPCA conducted a 
training seminar for member companies 
of The Hong Kong Association of 
Property Management Companies 
Limited, during which the Society 
highlighted several examples where 
management companies had had to 
confront animals unprepared: wild 
boar entering a shopping mall located 
on Island East, dogs from time to time 
trespassing onto railway systems, birds 
nesting outside residential buildings, etc. 
The SPCA recommended that in case 
of any doubt, management companies 
should reach out to the SPCA for 
advice about how properly to handle the 
animals and to avoid any breach of law or 
unfavourable public response and media 
exposure.

On 31 October 2016, a cat was reported 
stuck on the outside of the 35th floor of 
a residential building in Harbour Place, 
Hung Hom. Our Inspectorate and the 
Fire Services were called upon to help. 
Arriving at the scene, inspectors found 

C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T
 

Follow-up
on the Yulin 
Dog Meat Festival
For three months following last June’s Yulin 
Dog Meat Festival, SPCA China partnered 
with another animal welfare organisation, 
Vshine, to rescue dogs that were victims of 
Yulin by building a temporary shelter and 
providing desexing operations. In September, 
the SPCA sent veterinarians and an animal 
behaviour expert to vaccinate almost 100 
dogs, provide kennel staff training, and help 
develop protocols for canine behavioural 
training in order to increase the dogs’ chances 
of adoption. 

Buying dogs will not end the dog meat trade 
but will motivate dog traders to increase stocks 
for higher profit. Please support our holistic 
approach to break the cycle of the trade: 
using education to prevent the consumption, 
advocating for legislation to ban the trade and 
providing desexing, vaccination and behaviour 
training to ensure the victims will not be left 
alone to perish. Their lives rely on your help. 
For more info, please see 
www.thetruthrestaurant.com.

Boot camp for 
university students
Ms Chris Cui, China Outreach Director, was 
a guest speaker at the first “Vshine National 
Animal Protection Boot Camp for University 
Students” held between 13 and 16 September 
2016 in Dalian. Among the attendees were 24 
student representatives from 22 universities in 
18 cities from 13 provinces, as well as more 
than 60 citizen advocates of animal welfare.

The participants learnt about various aspects 
of animal welfare, including Chris Cui’s topic 
– the comparison of the animal welfare law in 
China to international standards – and topics 
shared by other guest speakers, which included 
the trend of animal testing and test animals’ 
welfare, and professional careers in non-profit 
organisations. 

C H I N A  O U T R E A C H

that the cat was hiding in an enclosed 
exterior drainpipe. In an attempt to reach 
it, they sought permission from owners 
of an adjacent apartment to enter their 
premises and rescue the cat from there. 
Sadly the request was turned down.

Fortunately, however, the building 
management office was very supportive 
and helped erect scaffolding to enable 
the inspectors to climb to where the 
cat was hiding. A trap was placed for 
the cat to enter and subsequently be 
rescued. Returning the following day, 
the inspectors found an unharmed ear-
tipped cat from our Cat Colony Care 
Programme. After a veterinary check-up 
to make sure it was well, the cat was 
returned to the volunteer taking care of 
the colony.

We highly appreciate the management 
company’s immediate action in offering 
its support and helping to erect the 
scaffolding so that the cat could be 
rescued promptly.

Cooperating with property management 
companies for animals’ well-being
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(PN3910501) 10 years, 
female, Pekingese 

(PN383221), 10 years, 
male, Poodle

We are happy to report that “Captain”, a 10-year-old mongrel 
rescued from the streets by SPCA inspectors last April, has 
found a new home!

Captain appeared to have been tragically neglected for a long 
time and then abandoned by his owner. What a pathetic sight 
he made when he first arrived at our centre! As if being thin, 
malnourished and hairless from chronic, untreated skin disease 
wasn’t enough, Captain also had a ruptured left eye, a right 
eye that was severely infected and ulcerated; and on top of all 
this, our veterinary team diagnosed him as having heartworm 
disease, an all-too-common but potentially fatal disease in 
Hong Kong where parasites transmitted by mosquitoes invade 
the heart and can block blood flow to the heart, causing death. 

We did everything we could to save him. The medical 
issues were many and serious. Surgeries were performed to 
remove Captain’s damaged left eye and save his right eye; he 
was treated for heartworm disease; and many months were 
spent working on his terrible yeast- and bacteria-infected 
skin. However, after four months of treatment, his hair had 
completely grown back, his remaining eye was almost healed 
and he was as happy and lively as a puppy! 

Despite his tough past, Captain’s lovely temperament shone 
through like a beacon – he nuzzled and licked humans, wagged 
his tail, and just wanted to be loved by all those he met. This 
fantastic dog finally got a second chance in life when he met 
the Macalligan family.

His new owners Cruzanne and Erin said, “Captain was shy the 
first time we met him, but we could tell he was a gentle and 
loving dog. With help from the SPCA team, we introduced 
him to our SPCA-adopted bulldog, Alfie, to make sure they 
were happy with each other before bringing him home.”

We cannot be happier about Captain’s exciting new life. As 
the couple happily shared: “As soon as he got to our place, he 
was relaxed, happy and rolling around asking for belly-rubs! He 
is still a little bit nervous around other dogs, but he is making 
great progress with training. Every weekend we take him 
hiking and it is exciting to see him become more confident as 
he explores the trails with us. He is such a goofy and friendly 
boy and we love having him as a part of our family.”

A W A I T I N G  A D O P T I O NH A P P Y  E N D I N G S

Captain 
gets new quarters!

(PN374630) 3 years, 
female, Dobermann

Roxy was chosen by our staff from the government kennels and came to our 
shelter in November 2015. A routine check-up on her arrival showed her to be 
infected with heartworm. Following lengthy treatment, she was adopted last 
February. However, she was returned by the adopter four months later because the 
other dogs in the house did not get along well with her.

Roxy finds spending her days in a kennel boring; the inactivity is particularly tough 
on her. She remains gentle and sweet, but is weary of an uncertain future. Roxy 
needs a stable and loving environment to build her confidence and to bring some 
joy to her young life.

(PN394741) 3 years, 
female, British short hair cat

Another animal selected by our staff from the government facility, Jet had 
probably been surrendered by an owner. When she arrived, she had a nasal 
discharge and was sneezing; this was successfully treated with medication. She 
also had bad teeth, and required half to be removed to save the others. 

Jet loves to sit on your lap, and will stay there for the whole day if you let her! She 
is friendly and adores being stroked on her neck and face. She also loves hunting 
for things. Jet does not need extensive care. She just needs annual vaccinations 
and her oral hygiene maintained.

YoYo

Jet

Roxy 

Choo Choo 

In a similar way to the Chinese 
celebrating a 70th birthday, a 10th 
birthday for a dog is a big thing. 
Yo Yo and Choo Choo are mature, 
but youthful in spirit. They are very 
curious about their surroundings 
and both love to sit quietly and 
observe the world. They are very 
happy when people stroke them, 
and will roll over to have their 
tummies rubbed.

They have been in our kennels for 
months, and urgently need a home 
where they can settle down and live 
happily for the rest of their lives.

JUST HOMED

JUST HOMED
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Shell Card - Discount on Fuel Charge
Members can enjoy a discount of HK$2.30 per litre of Shell 
FuelSave or Shell V-Power Nitro. While you enjoy the savings, 
a donation of 10 cents per litre will be given to the SPCA on 
your behalf. The promotion ends on 30 April 2017. To apply 
or for enquiries, please contact the Membership Department 
on 2232 5548 or via email: membership@spca.org.hk.  

Renew your membership via Autopay 
and receive a gift
You can now choose to renew your membership securely 
and conveniently by Autopay through your bank, credit 
card or Paypal. It saves time and you don’t have to worry 
about lost cheques. Also, it helps the Society save costs on 
issuing letters as renewal reminders, which in turn helps us 
save more animals. Currently, if you opt for Autopay for 
annual renewals, you will receive a limited edition 3-in-1 
SPCA Travel Set (worth $148) as a gift. Please download the 
Standing Instructions Form from our website (www.spca.org.
hk) and send the completed form to the SPCA Membership 
Department, 5 Wan Shing Street, Wanchai, Hong Kong.
If you’d like to use Paypal to renew your membership, 
please scan the QR code for details:  

Please contact Membership Department on 2232 5548 if you 
have any queries.

Member Benefits and Privileges 

Members’ activities

Our thematic workshop for members 
“Beauty with No Cruelty” was held 
successfully in mid-October, enabling 
participants to get a glimpse of the truth 
about animal testing in the production of 
commonly used skin care and cosmetic 
products. Many manufacturers treat 
animals inhumanely: they are subject to 
never-ending tests until they die from 
fright or physical trauma. Our speaker 
Joker Rita, the founder of “My Fair 
Lady”, shared tips on selecting “cruelty-
free” products and taught participants 
how to make their own body scrub with 
organic coconut oil.  

The SPCA thanks Joker Rita and “My 
Fair Lady” for collaboration in this 
activity and for inspiring us to live a 
beautiful life with a greater concern 
for animals!

M E M B E R S ’  C O R N E R

csl Pet Tracking Service
By presenting a valid SPCA membership card when 
subscribing to csl’s brand new Pet Tracking Service, 
you will get a HK$100 coupon for mobile phone accessories.  
This brand new Pet Tracking Service includes a tracker that 
is lighter and more precise than the previous generation, 
along with the first 12 months’ mobile data service. With 
a single device, which can be tracked by multiple handsets, 
you can easily get instant positioning of your pet and keep its 
movement records very simply. So now you can take your pet 
for a walk and rest easy if it wanders away!
Please call 2232 5510/ 2593 5451 for more details.

*Remarks:
The promotion offer is valid from now on until 31 August 2017. 
csl reserves the right of final decision on the use of the offer.

Circo Pet Tracker
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Ecological Disaster
Bor bor Mixed-breed Yorkshire Terrier

Gender: Male
Character: Gentle, comparatively passive, a little stubborn 

Interest: Eating

Photo Sources: Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden

Owl Leopard Cat Chinese Pangolin Answers:

K I D S  C O R N E R

In this past year, our Education 
Department has organised different 
activities to promote the message of love 
and care for animals. Between March 
and May, we held an “Eco-friendly Bag 
Design Contest” aimed at encouraging 
children to explore animal welfare issues 
in a creative manner and to promote the 
importance of harmony between humans 
and animals. We received more than 
5,000 designs from children of all ages. 
In recognition of their hard work and 
effort, we held an awards ceremony in 
June for the winners at which we also 
expressed our appreciation for our 
supporters. In October and December, 
we held exhibitions at Times Square 
and Artland Gallery, respectively, where 
we exhibited the prize-winning designs, 
animal welfare panels and offered art 
and crafts workshops for parents and 
children. We also visited an elderly 
people’s home in December, where we 
played games with residents and gave out 
gifts in the eco-friendly printed bags of 
our prize-winning designs to celebrate an 
early Christmas with them. They all had a 
great time! 

These wild animals are commonly seen in Hong Kong. 
Do you know what they are? 

We received over 5,000 creative 

and wonderful designs.

Our President Gigi Fu gave gifts to the elderly.

Distribution of bags in HOPE Support Service Centre 

for Ethnic Minorities.

Our President Gigi Fu brought along her pet dog Man Man to join the Education team in the pre-Christmas activity at the Siu Sai Wan Day Care Centre for the Elderly.

More than 300 expressed their care for animals by signing the pledge of “Say NO to animal shows”.

AFCD sponsored our production 
of 2,000 eco-friendly bags.

Children's Art from the Heart - 
Animal Education Exhibition attracted over a thousand visitors
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Name and sponsor a Kennel or CatteryOur Welfare Work in Numbers 

• A wonderful opportunity for individuals, families, community 
groups and companies to support the animals in our care.

 
• A plaque with a name assigned by the donor will be attached 

to the front of the kennel or cattery.
 
• Your sponsorship will help animals temporarily sheltered at 

the SPCA to enjoy much-needed warmth, security and love 
before finding a permanent family. 

     Enquiries: 2593 5451

Homing figures
Dogs                 145   198
Cats                 252   301
Others                 174   389
Total number of animals               571   888
 
Desexing figures
Total number of animals            3,279                3,063

Inspectorate
Animals handled              1,018               1,355
Hotline calls              7,265               7,448
Rescues                 403   353
Complaints of cruelty investigated         192     56
Animal trading inspections               253   302
Advice given   41     49
Warnings given                                 11     17
Prosecutions instigated                  8     10

Released or referred to outside agencies
Number of exotic or indigenous species   4      8

Sent to foster care
Dogs    40              80
Cats                 197   177
Others    27     15
Total number of animals               264   272
 
Cat Colony Care Programme
Number of cats handled                        974   833

NEW! Good Taste
Good Nutrition

Good Ingredient

Good Taste
Good Nutrition

Good Ingredient
TRY NEW

HILL’S™ SCIENCE DIET™
HEALTHY CUISINE

Sole Agent : Lee Lung Co. Ltd. 
Tel : 2562 9405

 Fax : 2562 5084
www.hillspet.hkRECOMMENDED BY VETERINARIANS WORLDWIDE
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Advertisement

Apr – Jun 2016 Jul – Sept 2016

A trusted partner of Shell Hong Kong 
Limited, Many Development Limited is 
offering great deals for Shell Card customers 
and at the same time joining hands with the 
SPCA to enhance animal well-being.

To show our appreciation for the SPCA’s 
contribution to our community, we are 
delighted to offer fuelling privileges to staff 
and members, along with a donation to the 
Society.

Shell’s core values of Honesty, Integrity and 
Respect for People are embraced in every 
tier of our customer services for Shell Card 
holders. 

We strive to enhance our customer experience 
with high quality, reliable, efficient and 
thoughtful pre-sales and after-sales services. 
These include rapid card issuance, regular 
discount offers, and a convenient and timely 

Filling your tank is now more meaningful with Many Development Limited

bill checking function via our mobile app 
and website.
 
Thanks to the generous support of Shell, 
we can not only give our customers discount 
offers and premiums, but are able to build 
elements of charity into fuelling and support 
the SPCA in meaningful projects.

Many Development Limited was a recent 
supporter of both the SPCA’s 95th 
Anniversary “Dance with Woofs” Carnival 
and Aniform Day 2016. Our staff encourage 
our corporate social responsibility and are 
keen to do more to help animals. Customers 
can thus be assured that they will be well 
served whenever they use our fuelling 
facilities.

Join us, join Shell! Help make the world a 
better place for animals!
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Pawprint is available in English and Chinese. 
Members wishing to change their language 
preference for Pawprint should contact the 
Membership Department at 2232 5548 or 
debbie.tam@spca.hk.

Pawprint is published by the Society for the 
Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals (Hong Kong) 
in February, May and August.  

ADVERTISING  
To place an advertisement, please contact Vivian Chiu 
at vivian.chiu@spca.hk.

SUBSCRIPTION
Schools or institutions which are interested in 
subscribing to Pawprint are invited to contact 
Vivian Chiu at vivian.chiu@spca.hk.

©2017 Copyright reserved by SPCA (HK)
Society for the Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals 
(Hong Kong). Website: www.spca.org.hk

Our Centres
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
5 Wan Shing Street, Wanchai
2802 0501

Kowloon Centre
105 Princess Margaret Road, Ho Man Tin
2713 9104

Mongkok Adopt-a-Pet Centre
2D, G/F, 6 Peace Avenue, Mongkok 
2714 1000

Cheung Chau Clinic
CX277 Tung Wan, Cheung Chau 
2981 4176

Sai Kung Clinic
7 Sha Tsui Path, Sai Kung 
2792 1535

Sai Kung Adopt-a-Pet Centre
65 Man Nin Street, Sai Kung 
2232 5599

Hang Hau Clinic
Flat B, 2/F, Block 5, Hang Hau Village, 
Tseung Kwan O 
2243 0080

Mui Wo Clinic
Shop 14, Mui Wo Centre, Lantau Island
2984 0060

Yuen Long Fairview Park Centre  
G/F , DD104 , LOT3250 , B81 , Fairview 
Park Boulevard, Yuen Long 
2482 2770

SPCA Welfare Desexing Centre 
Fairview Park Main Road L3250 B8RP, 
San Tin, Yuen Long
2593 5438

General Enquiries     2802 0501

24-hour Animal Rescue Hotline   2711 1000

Veterinary Services
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
Kowloon Centre
Cheung Chau Clinic
Sai Kung Clinic
Hang Hau Clinic
Mui Wo Clinic
Yuen Long Fairview Park Centre
2802 0501 / 2802 3003

Mobile Clinic
Serving Tung Chung, Tsuen Wan, Tuen Mun 
and Shatin
2802 0501 / 2713 9104

Adoption Services
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
Kowloon Centre
Mongkok Adopt-a-Pet Centre
Sai Kung Adopt-a-Pet Centre
2232 5529 

Spaying and Neutering
Animal Welfare Vehicle
Mobile vehicle providing low-cost desexing to 
target areas and clients
2232 5513

Spay/Neuter Assistance Programme
2232 5549 

Cat Colony Care Programme (CCCP)
2232 5513

Community Dog Programme (CDP) 
2232 5511

China Outreach 
Programme
Providing assistance to animal welfare 
agencies and veterinary surgeons in China 
through education and advice 
2232 5555

Education
Education talk enquiries and arrangement 
2232 5541 / 2232 5526

Animal Rescue and 
Report of Cruelty 
2711 1000

Membership Services   
Enquiries on membership status, benefits and 
activities
2232 5548

Members’ Concierge Services
General enquiries and information on pet 
import, export, cremation and licensing
2232 5509

Donations
2232 5536 
or use this QR code

Animal Sponsorship Programme 
A monthly donation programme that supports 
our adoption animals 
2232 5510

Other Services
Lost and Found Animals     2232 5553

Behaviour and Training Courses for Dogs
2232 5567

Pet Boarding    2232 5501

Pet Grooming   2232 5532

Pet Wellness     2802 0501 

Volunteering 
Volunteer Coordination       2232 5508

Foster Parent Programme   2232 5524

SPCA (HK) would like to acknowledge 
the generous support of Hill’s Science 
Diet® and Hill’s Prescription Diet® 
products in providing food for the dogs 
and cats in homing.

S P C A  R E T A I L  C O R N E R

Drinkwell® Original Pet Fountain (1.5 L)

The Drinkwell® Original Pet Fountain uses an 
innovative system featuring a patented free-falling 
stream of fresh water and holds 1.5 litres. The free-
falling stream encourages your pet to drink more. 
The activated carbon filter removes bad tastes and 
odours, keeping your pet hydrated and healthy.

Paper Cat Scratch Pads
It’s in cats’ nature to scratch, but these paper 
cat scratchers will keep yours away from your 
furniture. Different styles are now available to keep 
your cat happy and its paws healthy!

Pooch Leash
Used and designed by professional dog trainers. 
Handmade from synthetic leather, it has the same 
responsive, durable and tactile qualities of leather 
without getting mouldy or smelly. Weatherproof 
and easy to clean, simply wipe it with a damp cloth. 
Currently available in five colours. 

Charity Pet Toys and Play Tent
With these plush toys, there will be no more bored 
pets! The brightly coloured play tents give them a 
place to play with their toys while feeling safe and 
secure. All are light and portable for an outdoor 
play date. Any purchase will help support the work 
of the SPCA. Buy a toy and help others in need!

spcahkeng

www.spca.org.hk

Promotion: 
Original Price $520. 

You Can Now Enjoy 
a Special Price of $400, 
and Get 2 Packs x 3pcs 

  of  Premium 
       Charcoal Filters         

 for Free



For Details On Adopting:
www.spca.org.hk     

Hotline:
2232 5529 

“Happy I may be, but I want a new home! ”

Adopt
ME !

Happy
My name is

Handsome

Loyal

Obedient


