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Views of an SPCA Volunteer

Samantha Cheung has been an SPCA volunteer for three years. The increasing media coverage of 
animal abuse and injury had left her feeling so sorry and upset that she decided to take positive 
action and apply to become a volunteer. Besides helping at events like Flag Day and Dogathon, 
Samantha has taken part, whenever she has been able to, in an assortment of work for the Society. 
 
Enjoying her role, and after due consideration, Samantha then applied to be a foster parent. 
“It’s the most direct way to have contact with and provide help to homeless animals,” she says. 

“Being a foster parent is the most wonderful experience I’ve ever had, even though it takes time 
and energy. The animals come to me small and fragile, but grow healthy and strong in my care. 
They then leave with a much better chance of being quickly homed with a loving family.” 

Samantha adds, “Animals have an innocent heart, and trust you. If you don’t love them, no matter 
for what reason, you should never hurt them. True love and loyal friendship are two of the hardest 
things to find in life. But animals give them unconditionally.” 

Spotlight 
An important area of the SPCA’s work over the past 95 years has been 
in education and advocacy. 

In education, our work focuses mainly on humane education, 
community education and animal welfare education. Humane 
education encourages compassion and respect for living things; 
community education strives at creating harmony between people and 
all animals, encouraging acceptance for coexistence; and animal welfare 
education helps us to understand animals – how they function, feel 
and behave. Over time, our efforts have contributed to an increased 
interest in animals and their welfare in Hong Kong. 

Globally, there has also been an increased general interest in animals 
and their welfare – our knowledge has grown rapidly and animal 
welfare now gets greater media attention. Reportedly, members of the 
European Parliament receive more letters on the subject of animal 
welfare than on any other topic.

To some extent Hong Kong mirrors other parts of the developed 
world with its interest in animals and concern for their welfare: pet 
ownership is increasing, pets are often considered as part of the family 
unit, people are concerned about how animals are treated. For many 
years, the SPCA has regularly met with individual legislative councillors 
and given input to Legislative Council meetings when the opportunity 
has arisen. However, the recent formation of the Animal Welfare 
Subcommittee at Legislative Council presents a further opportunity 
to increase awareness of animal welfare related issues and move 
the animal welfare agenda forward. Over a series of six meetings, 
the subcommittee will discuss a range of issues related to the better 
prevention and combating of animal cruelty; the government’s efforts 
on the promotion of responsible pet ownership; pet food safety; and 
the government’s efforts in stray dog and cat management.

The SPCA looks forward to adding value and informing the debate 
over the coming months by advocating for animals across the range of 
issues and species. On March 22, we submitted our views in writing, 
and our Deputy Director of Welfare Services presented our deputation 
at the LegCo Subcommittee Meeting. The SPCA advocates that:

1. Regulatory framework proposed by the AFCD to better regulate 
dog trading and breeding under CAP 139B be adopted and other 
amendments be implemented without delay.

2. Overall review of all animal related legislation, and specifically 
Cap 169, should be undertaken with priority. Introduction of 
overarching Animal Welfare Ordinance should be considered.

3. TNR should be added by the AFCD as an official tool to 
humanely manage dog and cat populations.

4. A differential licensing system should be introduced for dogs, and 
mandatory spay and neuter legislation is needed for cats and dogs.

5. Microchipping and licensing/registration should be introduced 
for cats.

6. Animal welfare related enforcement and investigation capacity 
should be increased.

7. Training and guidance should be provided for prosecutors and 
magistrates on animal welfare related legislation, animal welfare 
concepts, etc.

8. The Housing Authority should adopt a more positive, permissive 
and accepting policy approach towards dogs in public housing.

The setting up of the Animal Welfare Subcommittee is truly a 
milestone as it is another indication of the increased awareness of and 
importance attached to animal welfare in Hong Kong today.
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Notes from ExCo

Although born in Hong Kong, I spent my 
early childhood in Taiwan and Singapore. 
In my teens, I went to England to study, 
and in 1995 started my career as a litigation 
solicitor here in Hong Kong.

I have been a member of the SPCA for 
over 18 years. I first joined ExCo in 2005 
as a co-opted member. I took up the 
position of Honorary Secretary in 2013.  

My vision is of a society where the needs of every animal are treated with dignity 
and respect. I believe education and legislation should go hand in hand. My two 
adopted Schnauzers, Jolly and her pup, J.J., are live educational materials. Whenever 
strangers stop to admire the pair and comment on how quiet Jolly is, they are 
shocked to learn about her wretched past as a “puppy machine”, and stunned to 
hear she is quiet because she was devocalized to stop her barking! Jolly, then already 
pregnant with J.J. and her siblings, was among the 149 dogs rescued in 2010 from a 
puppy farm in Lau Fau Shan. The filthy conditions in which these dogs were kept 
and the pitiful state they were in defy description. The video clip on the SPCA’s 
website shows it all. The site operator, who claimed to be a “hobby breeder”, was 
convicted of animal cruelty. This case, unfortunately, is only the tip of the iceberg. 
Worse still, many people being ignorant of the cruel reality continue to buy puppies 
from unknown sources. Education is vital.

No punishment imposed on the offenders is sufficient to undo the misery 
inflicted on these animals. Banning “hobby breeders” will not protect them either. 
Legislation should be in place to regulate hobby breeders, requiring them to provide 
a certain minimum standard of care; and regular inspections should be conducted, as 
is done with most other licensed businesses. 

Kelly Wong
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Birthday donation from 
Baby Renee 

A birthday is a celebration of life. Vitel Fong, 
wanting to make her daughter Renee’s first birthday 
memorable and meaningful, used the occasion to 
show her love by donating the birthday laisee she 
received to the SPCA. Vitel wanted to share the 
blessings of friends and relatives to help save the 
lives of animals. In early March, she kindly sent the 
SPCA a cheque for $11,000. 

We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation 
for this generosity. This loving family’s gesture 
provides wonderful support to all the dedicated 
staff who work very hard in helping animals. If you 
are interested to help us help animals in your own 
way, please feel free to contact us on 2232 5510.
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A big thank you to Monkey Tree for 
all its support!
For the past year, Monkey Tree English Learning Center 
has provided support to the SPCA in a number of helpful 
ways. Apart from making donations, the management of 
Monkey Tree has encouraged its staff to participate in 
volunteer work and has provided us with promotional space 
to display donation boxes, posters and leaflets. These are 
valuable resources vital to animal welfare work, and we 
wish to express our profoundest thanks to all our friends at 
Monkey Tree for the time and effort they have dedicated to 
the Society.

The SPCA always welcomes support, whatever its nature! 
Please call us on 2593 5451 for details.

Special thanks to Fashion Walk
To encourage pet owners to come with their animals, Food 
Street at Fashion Walk held a Santa Paws Charity Market 
for four days in December 2015. During the event, owners 
and pets had photos taken with Santa and visited the several 
stalls, including the SPCA’s, selling festive pet gifts and 
unique handmade products.

Fashion Walk has been a long-term partner of the SPCA 
in promoting an animal-friendly community, and we thank 
them for their generous and ongoing support. 

Our President, Ms Gigi Fu, also visited the Charity Market 
with her three charming pooches and welcomed the call for 
more pet-friendly areas and facilities in Hong Kong.

Our grateful appreciation to Arrowana
Arrowana International Limited has generously donated 
over HK$50,000-worth of their Almo Nature cat food to the 
SPCA’s Cat Colony Care Programme (CCCP) in celebration 
of its 15th anniversary. Since the year 2000, our enormously 
successful CCCP has neutered, vaccinated and microchipped 
over 60,000 street cats, subsequently returning them to their 
colonies where they are looked after by dedicated registered carers.

Using the humane method of Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR), 
the CCCP has succeeded in not only reducing and stabilising 
Hong Kong’s street cat population but also in significantly 
improving its welfare. A very big thank you to Arrowana for 
supporting our CCCP. Together we will help many more 
street cats in the years to come! 

N O T I C E  B O A R D

Aeon’s “Yellow Receipt Campaign”
A simple act can mean a lot to our animal welfare work, just 
like a very quick vote when shopping at Aeon stores. Under 
Aeon’s “Yellow Receipt Campaign”, you can simply vote for 
us with your shopping receipts, then Aeon will donate goods 
to us to the value of 1% of the accumulated total. During the 
past few years, we have received many useful materials for our 
clinics from Aeon, such as ever-essential vacuum cleaners! 

It was with great pleasure that once again we received donations 
from Aeon at the presentation ceremony on 12 March. 
We would like to express our sincerest gratitude to Aeon and to 
all of you who voted for the SPCA. Please remember to vote for 
us again when you next go shopping at Aeon!

© Virus
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Dogs deserve better 
in Hong Kong

About Amendments to the regulations of 
pet trading and breeding under CAP 139B 

Pets are becoming increasingly popular in Hong Kong, as they are in many developed countries. 

Between 2005 and 2010, dog and cat ownership rose by 25% and 69%, respectively. 

As the numbers of dogs and cats grow, the question has to be asked, 

“Where are they coming from?”
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Of the 247,500 pet dogs in Hong 

Kong in 2010 (Source: Hong Kong 

Government Statistics and Census 

Department), it is estimated that only 

around 13% were adopted or picked 

up from the streets. Worryingly, the 

number of dogs purchased from pet 

shops escalated between 2005 and 2010, 

accounting for more than 40% of the 

total. Dogs “given as gifts” made up 

another 36%; many of these dogs would 

also have come from pet shops.  

Dog breeding in Hong Kong is severely 

under-regulated and poor treatment 

of breeding animals is often hidden by 

trading through pet shops. Over the 

years, the number of licensed pet shops 

selling cats and dogs has shot up to meet 

demand: from 2000 to 2010 it rose by 

over 100%. 

While the SPCA advocates that pets 

should be sourced from a reputable 

rehoming organisation or from where 

they were born, it has long recognised 

that Hong Kong’s dog-trading 

regulations – the Public Health (Animals 

and birds)(Animal Traders) Regulations 

(CAP 139B)(“the Regulations”) – have 

been deficient with little or no oversight 

of dog breeding and has lobbied the 

government for many years to improve 

regulation. Historically, no licence was 

even issued based on the breeding of 

dogs – only on the trading of dogs. 

Existing loopholes within the current 

legislative framework, such as the 

exemption that allows an owner to 

sell any animals kept as a pet or their 

offspring without a licence, have been 

exploited massively. The whole dog-

trade retail supply chain developed to 

manipulate that loophole and other 

weaknesses of the system to avoid 

scrutiny, leaving tens of thousands of 

dogs vulnerable to abuse.

In 2008, the government launched 

a first round of consultation on a 

proposal to tighten up the trade and 

“the Regulations”. However, animal 

welfare groups were concerned that the 

loophole for “owned pet dogs” was not 

being properly addressed and many dogs 
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would not be protected under the new 

legislation. In contrast, many people 

calling themselves “hobby breeders” 

fought against any further regulation, 

with some breeders requesting that dog 

breeding be re-classified as farming so 

that puppy-mill type facilities could be 

developed.  

The government’s research released in 

2012, as part of the consultation process 

for a new proposal to strengthen “the 

Regulations” and better protect dog 

welfare, showed that only 4% of the 

11,542 puppies sold in licensed pet shops 

during the 18-month survey period 

came from licensed breeders; 74% 

came from unlicensed breeders – the so 

called “private pet owners” who were 

exploiting the exemption loophole. This 

means that 8,541 puppies sold through 

pet shops came from totally unregulated 

sources where there were no safeguards 

for their welfare or that of their parents. 

It should be noted that these 8,541 

unprotected puppies were just the tip of 

the iceberg of the illicit puppy trade. This 

figure represents only those animals sold 

by licensed pet shops; a large number 

of unaccounted-for puppies are sold 

through print or internet advertisements, 

social media channels, or by the odd 

unlicensed pet shop.

The government’s current proposed 

legislative framework closes the existing 

“owned pet dog” loophole by controlling 

the sale of all pet dogs and regulating all 

breeding of dogs for profit. Regulation 

of pet shops selling dogs will also be 

increased. New tools such as “Codes of 

Practice” will give guidance on how the 

dogs should be treated and how caretakers 

and owners should behave. Additional 

conditions attached to the licences will be 

expanded. 

Under the new system, anyone wishing 

to sell their pet dog would be required 

to apply for a permit and fulfil various 

criteria – the number of dogs they could 

sell over a period of time would be limited. 

All people breeding dogs for gain must 

be licensed and operate from licensed 

premises: these premises would be subject 

to inspections and all licensees would be 

bound to comply with the legislation. 
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What is the SPCA’s position on 
the proposed amendments to 
the regulation of pet trading?

Q. Why does the SPCA support the three licences/one permit  

 proposal?

A. We support this proposal for two key reasons:

1. It closes the private-pet-dog-owner loophole.

2. It regulates all dog breeding for gain and all dog sales.

Q. Why does the SPCA support breeder licensing?

A. We believe that companion animals should be sourced from 

where they are born or from a reputable rehoming organisation. We 

would rather people visit dog breeders than pet shops if they are not 

going to help rehome an unwanted dog in need. If dog keeping, dog 

breeding and sale of dogs are allowed then there should be proper 

legislation and measures in place to help regulate and monitor the 

trade as well as safeguard the welfare of the dogs. We also believe that 

the trade should be more transparent with information on breeders 

and the dogs they breed freely available. Breeder licensing and related 

instruments will help with this.
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Q. Why does the SPCA support a system that has two types of breeder licence  

 (ABLA and ABLB)?

A. The SPCA is against large-scale puppy farming/milling that can be carried 

out under licence type ABLB. But we recognise that as there are already licensed 

breeders who have large numbers of breeding females, so we need to have a system 

that regulates larger-scale breeding but does not encourage it. 

We prefer that should dog breeding be carried out it is done on a smaller scale in a 

loving home environment, by a true “hobby breeder” – i.e. a well-educated owner 

amply equipped in the area of dog welfare and breed planning who has the welfare 

interests of the breed and the individual at heart. These dogs and their offspring should 

be part of the family and should receive individual attention – get walked and be 

played with. This concept matches more with licence type ABLA – someone breeding 

from four or less female dogs in a home, free-range environment.

We also advocate restricting the number of ABLB licences issued and the number of 

dogs that can be kept under each licence to avoid inadvertently allowing dog breeding 

developing into automated factory farming. The Scottish SPCA recently discovered 

that large-scale puppy farms/mills were being developed – with automated feeding 

systems often used in intensive farming systems to reduce cost and human input. 

For more details on the Admentments to “the Regulations”, please visit AFCD website 

http://www.pets.gov.hk/en_business_3_1_5.php

Q. If the SPCA has some issues with the proposed legislation why do you   

 support its introduction?

A. We have waited over 20 years for the government to finally start working 

on this issue. The loophole that handicapped the 2008 proposal has been closed 

but it has taken eight years to get to this stage with amended legislation about to be 

presented for approval. Failure to do this will be a lost opportunity and means that 

we revert to the status quo: large numbers of dogs being bred and traded will not be 

under any protective or regulatory mechanism. No law is perfect and improvements 

can be made over time, especially if unforeseen problems occur. Additional 

conditions and codes of practice – the secondary legislative tools – really help to 

make a big difference to the daily lives of the animals being bred and traded. Once 

the amended legislation is in place for dogs, we can then use it as a base model from 

which to start looking at and improving the breeding and trade regulations in other 

species such as cats, which are similarly deficient. 
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The SPCA remains very concerned about the welfare of almost a 

million exotic animals that come through the pet trade every year. 

The challenges the exotic pet trade brings are:

• Large numbers of animals are imported, but the majority are 

unaccounted for after they are sold, making laundering of 

endangered species with more common species very easy.

• Many species which are unsuitable as pets are imported in 

large numbers (e.g. Alligator Snapping Turtles [aggressive and 

large], Green Iguanas [can grown up to 6 ft and be aggressive], 

African Spurred Tortoises [can weigh up to 100 kg] are all 

readily available).

• Public health and safety risks, as well as the threat to native 

wildlife and habitats, are ignored.

• Improper care of most species – owners are often 

inexperienced and/or unwilling to invest a lot of money in their 

care, especially if the animal was acquired cheaply.

• Lack of transparency regarding the number of animals and 

species traded.

 

• Minimal licensing and ownership requirements, making it 

difficult to tell which animals are acquired legally or illegally.

So what can we do to help? 

We can all play our role. Don’t consume endangered species and don’t support 

the exotic pet trade.  

Why do wildlife traffickers love Hong Kong?

In December 2015, the SPCA HK together with 13 other conservation and 

environmental organisations collaborated on a report on the wildlife trade 

in Hong Kong to argue for a review of existing policies, drafting of stricter 

legislation and an increase in penalties. 

Read the report here: 

http://www.spca.org.hk/en/animal-welfare/wildlife-trade/wildlife-trade-in-

hong-kong

Historically, Hong Kong has been a 

major wildlife trafficking hub and in 

recent years the number and value 

of seizures at Hong Kong’s borders 

has steadily increased. 

Though dogs and cats are by far 

Hong Kong’s preferred pets, the pet 

trade in exotic animals has grown 

significantly over the last decade 

and is a major cause for concern. In 

2014, almost 900,000 reptiles were 

imported into Hong Kong for the 

pet trade alone. Many endangered 

species are traded alongside non-

endangered species. Many animals 

are still wild-caught, some are 

captive bred but all are traded in 

large numbers.  

Reptiles in particular are often sold 

as being easy to keep and can be 

bought relatively cheaply. However, 

the claim that they are “easy pets” 

is far from the truth. Multiple 

studies have found that exotic 

pets purchased by inexperienced 

owners suffer and die due to poor 

nutrition and incorrect care. Those 

that don’t die in their first few years 

of life may eventually be abandoned 

as they are too large or aggressive 

to keep in the average apartment. 

WILDLIFE TRADE: 
a global and local problem



 Issue 100 . 11  
Credit: ADM Capital Foundation



12 . Issue 100   

“Animal cruelty 
                is a crime ! ”

01
July 

Responding to a call made to 
the SPCA hotline, an inspector 
rescued a family cat that had 
become tightly wedged in a 
narrow gap in its owner’s home 
between a room wall and a 
two-metre-high wardrobe. It was 
eventually helped out with the 
aid of a cat pole and returned to 
its grateful owner. Owners should 
check their homes for hazards 
such as these and take action to 
protect their pets.

02
July 

Improbable you might think, 
but it happened! A small pet dog 
managed to get its hind quarters 
stuck under a bathroom lavatory 
bowl. The SPCA inspector who 
had been called to help, applied 
olive oil to the dog’s rear end 
and was able to gently and slowly 
ease the dog out while the owner 
held its front legs. Owners need 
to be smart when it comes to 
anticipating household hazards 
to pets.

03
August

In February 2015, inspectors 
called to a village house found 
two very emaciated dogs and 
one already dead. The animals 
had been left unattended without 
food and water. The owner 
was apprehended and charged 
with four counts of “Cruelty to 
Animals” and sentenced to two 
weeks’ imprisonment plus a fine 
of $3,000. The surviving dogs 
were cared for by the SPCA and 
were then later adopted.

04
August 

Very sadly this dog did not make 
it down the hillside on its own 
four feet from a hike up Ma On 
Shan. By the time inspectors 
reached it, the dog had already 
died of heatstroke. The animal 
was carried down and handed to 
its owner, who was reprimanded 
for walking the dog under 
such hot, humid and windless 
conditions. This case is a tragic 
reminder to all dog owners of the 
dangers of heat exposure.

Rescued

Rescued

Convicted

Rescued

01 03

0402
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Inspectorate figures at a glance
July to September 2015

Animals rescued  329
Complaints investigated 248

Pet shops inspected   123
Wet markets inspected   200

05
August 

The barking deer, or muntjac, is a 
protected species in Hong Kong. 
This one was found wedged in 
roadside railings in Tsuen Wan. 
The Fire Services Department 
was called to help in its rescue, 
widening the railings to enable 
SPCA inspectors to extricate 
the animal. The deer had minor 
abrasions to its flanks and was 
taken to the SPCA for treatment 
and later referred to Kadoorie 
Farm for rehabilitation.

06
September

Mewing was reported as coming 
from the vicinity of a giant 
signboard outside the first floor 
of a car park in Yuen Long. 
Inspectors arriving at the scene 
located a small kitten and put 
cat food at one end of its access 
way to encourage it out. After 
much waiting and coaxing, the 
kitten was successfully rescued. 
It appeared to be uninjured, and 
was sent to the SPCA for further 
veterinary examination.

07
September 

Porcupines are nocturnal 
animals and rarely seen. This 
one had become trapped in a 
water catchment in Tsuen Wan 
and when inspectors tried to 
approach, it ran back and forth in 
the channel. The group split into 
two teams and carefully moved 
towards the animal with lengths 
of netting to block its escape. The 
porcupine appeared unharmed 
but was taken to Kadoorie Farm 
for a further check-up.

08
September 

The ferret-badger is another 
protected species in Hong Kong. 
Active at night, and thus rarely 
seen, it feeds on fruit, insects, 
small animals and worms. It is 
distinguishable from the palm 
civet by its smaller size and 
bushy tail. This ferret-badger 
was found trapped and wet 
in a water catchment in Sai 
Kung. Inspectors climbed into 
the channel to rescue it and 
transferred it to Kadoorie Farm.

Rescued

Rescued

Collected

Collected

05 07

0806

Hotline calls received 8,088
Animals handled  1,028
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V E T  F A C T S

Dr Adam West
Senior Veterinary Surgeon 

The SPCA is deeply concerned about 
animal welfare in the exotic pet trade, 
in particular in birds and reptiles. 
These are not domesticated species and 
the methods used to breed, capture 
and distribute them globally result in 
appalling suffering and staggeringly high 
mortality rates. Those which do survive 
to become pets are often subjected to 
poor husbandry and an inappropriate 
diet, even if  their owners set out with the 
best intentions. All of  this is depressing 
enough, but it is worth noting that there 
are also potential dangers for the owners.

Zoonoses are diseases which can pass 
from animals to humans. There are 
many examples. The recent outbreak of  
Ebola virus disease in Africa is a high-
profile instance of  an often fatal illness 
transmitted by wild animals, and, closer to 
home, it was close contact with civet cats 
that caused the SARS epidemic.

The stress and poor conditions of  hygiene to which exotic animals destined as pets are 
subjected make it far more likely that they will succumb to disease.

     
Two well-known examples of  exotic-pet-associated zoonoses are:

• SALMONELLA 
A study in the USA estimated that pet turtles 
were responsible for 280,000 (14%) of  human 
cases of  salmonellosis, a severe bacterial 
infection. Attempts by the pet trade to eradicate 
salmonella were unsuccessful and have led to the 
emergence of  antibiotic resistant strains. In the 
UK, formal warnings and guidance have been 
issued for over 10 years about the health risks 
associated with reptile keeping.

THE DANGERS OF THE WILD

• PSITTACOSIS 
Named because of  its 
particular association 
with psittacine birds, 
e.g. parrots and budgies, 
it is a very severe and 
potentially fatal respiratory 
and systemic disease.

It is also worth noting the emotional (and often financial) impact for owners of  
watching a pet suffer and die despite their best efforts at care. 

PLEASE think long and hard before supporting the exotic pet trade. While the SPCA 
will do all it can to assist pets already owned, we would love to see these species remain 
where they belong – not in cages or vivaria – but in the WILD!
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The canine teeth of bears are very large 
with deep roots, thus removing them is a 
complicated, very tiring and long process; 
but after two and a half hours of surgery 
the infected canines were removed and 
the associated deep abscesses were 
cleaned and treated. She woke up from 
the anaesthetic well, but remained very 
weak and despite supportive treatment 
died 24 hours later. It was a tragic ending 
– even after everyone’s best efforts we 
were too late to help her. 

Her story is one of many, and demonstrates 
the immense stress and suffering that wild 
animals endure in captivity every day. 
I sincerely hope that it will not be too late 
for the other bears and animals at the new 
wildlife centre, and, under the watchful care 
of Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand, 
that they will have a chance of a better life.

Animal Doctors International: 
http://www.theanimaldoctors.org

Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand: 
http://www.wfft.org

Free the Bears: 
http://www.freethebears.org

Dr Sylvain David
Veterinary Surgeon 

V E T ’ S  C A S E  B O O K

In January 2016, I was contacted by a 
good friend, Dr Will Thomas, regarding a 
female Sun Bear (Helarctos malayanus) who 
needed emergency treatment in Laos. 
Dr Will used to work at the SPCA, but 
had moved to Laos where he set up 
Animal Doctors International. He’d been 
asked for help with the bear by Wildlife 
Friends Foundation Thailand, an NGO 
working to convert a local zoo into a 
wildlife centre. Will knew I had worked 
with bears before with another NGO, 
Free the Bears, and after a few emails, 
and with SPCA support, I flew to Laos. 

Unfortunately, bears (as with many wild 
animals) do not do well in captivity, 
especially when kept in poor conditions. 
Dental disease is very common and 
results from a variety of factors. Stress 
and/or boredom can lead to stereotypical 
behaviours, including repeatedly chewing 
on the metal bars of cages. Dental disease 
can also be due to a poor diet, and in 

some cases, those responsible for taking 
care of the bears actually break their 
canines (“fangs”) to limit the risk of bites. 

The dental disease in this bear was the 
result of poor nutrition. She had been 
previously fed exclusively on cucumbers, 
sticky rice and bananas! The diet had 
already been adjusted by WFFT, but sadly 
the damage had long-been done.

When I finally met my “little” patient 
(Sun Bears are the smallest member of 
the bear family), she looked exhausted, 
was severely underweight and her canine 
teeth were showing signs of deep, long-
standing infection. I feared we were too 
late, due to her weakened state, but it was 
decided to proceed with the extraction of 
all her canines to give her the chance she 
deserved.

Sun Bear Dental Surgery
The plight of wild animals in captivity 
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V E T  T I P S

KEEPING REPTILES
The first piece of  advice on keeping reptiles is to think very carefully before you do! These are not 

domesticated animals and need a lot of  specialist care. In purchasing a reptile from a pet shop or trader 

you will be supporting an industry where there is often a serious negative animal welfare impact. 

The SPCA does not promote keeping reptiles as pets, but if  you are currently keeping one it is essential 

to look after it properly. The majority of  diseases and subsequent deaths in reptiles are caused by 

inadequate husbandry!

So what should you do?

Read up thoroughly on the species in question through books or 
the internet. Different reptile species have specific requirements 
for diet, temperature gradient, bedding or flooring material etc.

Be prepared to invest in appropriate equipment; 
as ectotherms (cold-blooded animals), reptiles 
need a heat and UV light source.

The enclosure should not be at a uniform 
temperature; most reptiles need a temperature 
gradient to help them regulate their body 
temperature.
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A reptile-specific UV lamp is required, i.e. 
one that emits UVB radiation.

Do not expect a similar level of  interaction or 
display of  affection as you would from a dog or cat.

Be careful and hygienic. A reptile’s 
instinct to bite can be easily stimulated. 
In addition, several pathogens, e.g. 
Salmonella, are commonly found on pet 
reptiles and can cause disease in humans. 
Children in particular need to be educated 
about these dangers.

Locate a veterinary surgeon 
who is experienced in 
dealing with reptiles 
(most veterinary education 
is focused on mammals).

Never ever release a reptile into the wild 
as suffering and death is the most likely 
result (quite apart from the adverse 
ecological impact on indigenous species). 
Seek a rescue organisation’s help if  you 
can’t cope with your reptile. But hopefully, 
by following the tips above, this will never 
be the case! Dr Sylvain David

Veterinary Surgeon  
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Dr Dennis Lin
Veterinary Surgeon

After graduation, Dennis Lin spent two years working in 
a small animal practice in Sydney before moving to Hong 
Kong. With a tentative plan of staying in Hong Kong for 
just one year, he ended up working in private small animal 
practice for six and a half years before joining the SPCA in 
August 2015. 

“Having worked in Hong Kong for a number of years, I have 
encountered countless strays and neglected animals. I really 
want to make a difference by contributing towards animal 
welfare and be involved in the work of the SPCA.”

Dennis’s most unforgettable experience as a vet was with an 
eight-year-old, male Golden Retriever, “Ah Kam”, the only 
companion of an elderly lady client. Ah Kam had bladder 
stones which had obstructed the entire length of his urethra, 
a condition that could only be corrected by major surgery, but 
the elderly lady did not have sufficient funds to see a specialist 
surgeon. Dennis then decided to take on the challenge.
“Later, after six hours of surgery spread over two days, 
I managed to remove all the stones by combining several 
different surgical techniques, and reconstructed Ah Kam’s 
urinary tract so that he would not obstruct again. I can 
honestly say there is nothing more satisfying than being 
able to save someone’s best friend and witness the joy the 
human-animal bond brings to both pet and person!”  

Chow Kit Hung (Elsie) 
Kennel Keeper

Elsie’s passion and love for dogs encouraged her in 2011 
to join the SPCA as a volunteer walker. “My own dog had 
passed away and I was not yet ready to have another, but I 
still wanted to be involved in taking care of animals in need.” 
Elsie came every day and took the homing dogs out for a walk 
to exercise and socialise them. Two years later, she joined the 
SPCA officially and became a part-time kennel keeper.

“Working as a kennel keeper is different from volunteering. 
I love dogs very much, but I thought working full-time would 
be too much for me.” However, Elsie soon got used to the 
work, and in 2014 when more manpower was needed in the 
kennels, she decided to become more dedicated and work 
full-time.

With great love, comes great responsibility. Some people 
may look down on the work of a kennel keeper, but Elsie 
works wholeheartedly for the sake of the animals she looks 
after. “Love is such an easy word to say, but taking care of 
animals in the kennels requires a great deal of it. Apart from 
daily kennel cleaning and feeding the animals, we have to 
carefully observe and record the animals’ mental and physical 
conditions and report anything abnormal. The information 
collected can be vital for the diagnosis of problems. We also 
act as gatekeepers to avoid or reduce the effect of infectious 
diseases, such as parvovirus in dogs, which can be fatal.”  

A T  T H E  F R O N T  L I N E
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Ho Sui Man (Josephine)
Animal Welfare Officer

With a Hong Kong veterinary nursing degree and experience 
gained in clinical practice, Josephine Ho decided the SPCA 
Inspectorate might offer a challenging future. “While working 
in small animal veterinary clinics, I took care of a lot of pets 
which were much loved by their owners; in contrast, the work 
of the SPCA inspectors is at the front line of animal welfare, 
saving stray, abandoned and sometimes injured animals.” 

As one of the few female inspectors in the team, Josephine 
finds it sometimes allows her to communicate better with 
the people with whom she has to talk. “Rescuing animals 
is harder than I imagined it to be. While in some cases it is 
physically very demanding, it almost always requires strong 
communication skills, especially when we have to rescue 
animals under the public gaze. Many people don’t understand 
or are not familiar with how to help an animal in need. They 
sometimes shout at us, try to stop us, or video us and post the 
films online with their own comments or interpretations of 
what we are doing. Of course, our first priority in rescues is 
always to save the animal from danger.”

Josephine has now worked with the Inspectorate for just 
over a year and has gained a lot of animal welfare experience, 
which she says underpins for her the great importance of 
educating the public in animal matters. “Animals are a part 
of our community; we can show love and respect by not 
disturbing their lives. I look forward to a day when we can 
truly peacefully coexist.”   

Tse Chun Long (Tommy)
Inspector

Tommy Tse had long wanted to find work helping animals 
in need. In 2014, he got his chance and joined the SPCA 
Inspectorate. 

Animal rescue is challenging, but also requires patience and 
the ability to be attentive. Tommy describes a case where he 
had to use both these attributes. “I was called to the vicinity 
of an old air-raid shelter where someone had reported hearing 
barking and thought a dog might have got trapped inside. 
When I got to the shelter, the barking had stopped and it 
was impossible for us to know exactly where the dog was. 
I stayed quietly for some long while, and eventually the dog 
started up again. The barking was definitely coming from 
inside the shelter, but the entrance was covered by a large 
slab of granite. I knew then I needed extra help.” Three more 
inspectors joined Tommy to remove the slab. Going down 
into the shelter they found and rescued a small puppy.

Inspectors also have the opportunity to come into contact 
with rarely seen wild animals. “I once went with the Fire 
Services Department to rescue a large sea bird from Victoria 
Harbour that appeared injured and unable to fly. It was a 
Red Footed Booby (Sula sula), which is neither native to 
Hong Kong nor normally seen here on migration. I was told 
that there had been fewer than 10 recorded sightings of this 
species of diving bird in Hong Kong!” Despite the hardships, 
Tommy said it is always rewarding to save animals from 
danger. “All animals, owned pets or wildlife, deserve love, 
care and respect.”   
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Registration for the concurrent Eco-
friendly Bag Design Contest hosted by 
the Education Department is now closed. 
The award ceremony and exhibition 
will take place in June and October 
respectively. The exhibition will be open 
to the public. 

For more information, 
please visit: 
www.spca.org.hk/acap

S P C A  U P D A T E 

The SPCA’s Animal Caring Ambassador 
Programme got off to a good start in 
September 2015 and has 20 primary 
schools taking part.

Some of these schools have already held 
an “Animal Awareness Week” to spread 
the message of care and kindness towards 
animals among their pupils. In these, 
student ambassadors helped arrange a 
number of activities, such as education 
talks, exhibitions, charity sales, pet 
photo-sharing sessions and an “animal 

Animal Caring Ambassador Programme (ACAP) 2015–16

character” day, and got teachers and 
students alike involved. They made sure 
everyone had a good time.

ACAP enables student ambassadors to 
gain valuable organisational experience, 
while helping support the work of the 
SPCA by spreading the message of 
“Care for Animals and Respect Life” 
among their peer group. Every small 
effort by each ambassador is a positive 
step in creating change in attitude 
towards animal welfare.
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DIY Pet Toys Workshop

The SPCA organised a toy-making workshop at the beginning 
of 2016 designed to create handmade toys using eco-friendly 
resources for the dogs, cats and other animals staying in our 
kennels and cattery.

On 27 February, our first group of volunteers gathered in the 
Wanchai headquarters, and using some old T-shirts, material 
remnants and unwanted yards of fabric made an assortment 
of inventive toys for the homing dogs and cats.  

We will reschedule these group crafting sessions 
again from time to time. If you would like to 
join us, start collecting suitable materials and 
bring a little happiness to our furry friends. 
Stay tuned!

The “Truth Restaurant” Campaign

In March 2016, 8.6 million people in China voted online in support 
of a legislative proposal to ban the consumption of dog and cat meat. 
This was the highest number of votes for any proposal open to the 
public during the two meetings held in Beijing: the National People’s 
Congress (NPC) and the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC). This result indicates that more and more 
Chinese citizens are now aware of animal welfare. 

To maintain the momentum and join the fight against the Yulin Dog 
Meat Festival in June, in early April we launched the online “Truth 
Restaurant” campaign (www.thetruthrestaurant.com) to try and change 
consumers’ behaviour by exposing the truth behind this cruelty. Please 
help our efforts to end this brutality by signing the petition, spreading 
the truth to more people, keeping this issue in the spotlight of the 
central government and donating to support our work to expand 
humane education in China.  
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C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T 
 

Progress of Harmony in the Community
In an effort to encourage a happy coexistence of 
people and animals in Hong Kong, the SPCA has for 
some while organised Harmony in the Community 
talks for residential estates and other relevant 
communities. The Society is now working with other 
bodies whose day-to-day routines can bring them into 
close contact with animals, offering advice on how 
to deal with what are sometimes difficult situations. 
The Route 3 (CPS) Company Limited is one of the 
corporations to have benefited from our advice. 
Connecting the Tsuen Wan and Tsing Yi area with 
Northwest New Territories, the control area of Tai 
Lam Tunnel it manages is often encroached upon 
by wildlife and roaming dogs. We appreciate the 
initiative taken by Route 3 (CPS) Company in inviting 
our Inspectorate team to share their knowledge and 
experience of how to safely and effectively control 
such animals or herd them away to safety.

We have also on occasions helped property developers 
and facility management companies. In one instance, 
the team was invited to a housing estate part way up 
Tai Mo Shan to give advice on preventing wildlife – 
monkeys in particular – from frequenting the estate. 
Together with an expert from the Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Conservation Department, the team inspected the 
facilities and advised on better management of garbage 
collection and storage. Depriving monkeys and other 
such opportunistic scavengers of a ready and accessible 
food source by storing garbage securely is an effective 
deterrent to visitations. Other recommendations made 
included the installation of devices that would prevent 
the animals getting into outdoor recreational facilities 
such as barbecue areas and swimming pools.

More often than not, it takes a lot less effort than one 
might suppose to achieve a harmonious coexistence 
between people and the “wilder” animals that live 
around us. 

Call SPCA for such professional advice on 
2232 5574 or email us at community@spca.hk



 Issue 100 . 23  

Disaster relief
Over the last decade the SPCA has offered help when disasters 
in mainland China have involved animals. Notable among these 
occasions were when our Inspectorate sent a team to Wenchuan 
following the 2008 earthquake to assist in rescue work; and 
then in December 2015 were at the front line of the Shenzhen 
landslide. In the latter case, the team provided veterinary care 
and medical support for injured animals, and set up a “lost 
and found” centre for animals separated from their owners, 
arranging rehoming of rescued animals where necessary.
 
By early January 2016, the official rescue teams still had three 
animals in their care: a cat called “Guangming”; a male dog, 
“Zhongzhong”; and a female dog “Sandy” and were providing 
veterinary checks, medical care and treatment, food and toys. 
We will continue to give them temporary shelter until they have 
been reunited with their owners or rehomed. 

Please support our work to help animals in China by donating 
to the China Animal Welfare Fund http://www.spca.org.hk/
en/outreach/china/china-animal-welfare-fund.

SPCA is celebrating 95 years of service in Hong Kong, but this year also marks 
another important milestone: the first anniversary of our animal welfare centre 
in mainland China. Here’s a look at some of our recent achievements:

Educating young Africans on animal welfare
We received a group of faraway guests on 11 January 2016, a 
group of teenagers from the Malawi Amitofo Care Center (ACC) 
in East Africa – all orphans. Our director of outreach gave a talk 
on animal welfare and how the children can help with wildlife 
conservation back home. The children learnt about the cruelty 
behind the ivory trade and other wildlife crimes happening in 
Malawi, and elsewhere in Africa, in the hope that they will do 
their part to help make Africa a better place for humans and 
animals! 
 
Experience sharing with the Shenzhen government 
shelter operators
On 24 November, we arranged for 20 government officials from 
the Shenzhen Futian Urban Administrative Bureau and Human 
Resources Bureau to visit us in Wanchai and draw on Hong 
Kong’s experience in stray animal management. As a follow-up, 
we visited the Shenzhen Futian government shelter and will assist 
them to improve their animal welfare standards in the context 
of urban development. It is our goal to maintain a presence in 
mainland China, also for 100 years, to improve animal welfare 
there. Please continue to support our outreach activities. 

C H I N A  O U T R E A C H
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Thomas’s Happy Ending Story: 
From rooftop nightmare to 
a loving home 

This story started with a heartbreaking scene in Nga Yiu Tau 
Tsuen, Yuen Long, in September 2013 when SPCA inspectors 
arrived to investigate a cruelty case. It was raining heavily, and 
there on a rooftop without any shelter, soaked and shivering, 
was a very skinny mongrel, his back covered in open sores. 

The owner of the dog was later arrested and charged with 
one count of “Cruelty to Animals” and another of “Failure 
to Provide Shelter”. Found guilty, the accused was sentenced 
to two months’ imprisonment, suspended for two years, and 
fined $3,000.

The dog in this sad case was extremely thin. He had been 
starved and weighed only 8 kg. The horrendous sores on his 
back were suppurating, as if chemicals or hot water or oil had 
been poured over him. It took several months of treatment at 
the SPCA before his wounds finally healed. During his hospital 
stay he almost doubled in weight. He was given the name 
Thomas and finally was ready for a new life.

The scars remained on Thomas’s back, but they didn’t stop 
him from being everyone’s ray of sunshine. He got very excited 
whenever we took him with other homing dogs to the Tamar 

H A P P Y  E N D I N G S

and Penfold dog parks. During this opportunity to learn how 
to interact with other animals he became particularly attached 
to Lazzie a homing dog at the SPCA who is still waiting for a 
loving family.

Although Thomas was well cared for at the SPCA, it wasn’t a 
permanent home, which is what Thomas needed after his tragic 
start in life. He waited two long years before finally catching 
the eye and the hearts of the Yeungs. The family visited the 
Wanchai centre several times and also spent time with Thomas 
in Penfold Park, his favourite outdoor venue. They officially 
became Thomas’s family on 15 January 2016.

“Adopting a dog means making a life-time promise, and we take 
it very seriously. We are so happy to have Thomas as our first 
dog. He has adapted to his new environment very well in what 
is a short period. He is calm and gentle. I think the SPCA has 
done a very good job in getting him ready for his new life,” 
said Mr Yeung.

For Thomas’s story to have such a happy ending, it required 
much hard work by the Inspectorate, the Veterinary Team, the 
Kennel Keepers and the Homing Department of the SPCA. 
However, it needed the kindness of the Yeung family to turn 
Thomas into “the lucky dog that finally found a home”.  

If you and your family can also be the vital final part of a 
happy ending for one of our homing animals, please come 
and visit. Thomas still keeps his paws crossed for his best friend, 
Lazzie (PN336576)!  
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I am a domestic short-hair cat of 11 years. 
My previous owner is getting very old and 
brought me to the SPCA hoping to find me 
another home where I can be taken care of for 
the rest of my life. I am very gentle and loving. 
From time to time I need a special diet to help 
my bowels, but the SPCA’s homing staff will 
explain what to do.

I am a sweet mongrel girl who’s just 
turned one! I’m a little nervous with 
strangers, as I think some humans can 
be, and really like to make friends with 
people who are calm and gentle. Take me 
home and I will reward you with all my 
trust and love. 

I came to the SPCA as my previous owner 
was ill and no longer able to look after me. 
I am eight years old and like a quiet life, 
so I am looking for a quiet home with no 
young children. However, I still enjoy playing 
and going out for walks – and just having 
someone to talk to me.

I am a West Highland White Terrier looking 
for a kind home after SPCA staff brought me 
from government kennels a few weeks ago. 
I have been declared generally fit and healthy 
by the SPCA vets, and at eight years old I am 
easy to look after. I really look forward to 
meeting you in our adoption centre! 

Ashley 
Gender: Male
Number: 380901
Location: 
Hong Kong Centre
Enquiry: 2232 5529

Tyler 
Gender: Male
Number: 383098
Location: 
Mong Kok 
Adopt-a-Pet Centre
Enquiry: 2714 1000

De De
Gender: Male
Number: 382019
Location: 
Hong Kong Centre
Enquiry: 2232 5529

June 
Gender: Female
Number: 382311
Location: 
Kowloon Centre
Enquiry: 2713 9104

A W A I T I N G  A D O P T I O N The SPCA always has many lovely animals which are desperate for a new 
home. If you are confident that you’re ready to adopt a pet, simply have a 
look at the animals on this page, and visit them in person. If you find the 
perfect pet for you, just get in contact and we’ll guide you through the rest 
of the process. Animal adoptions not only benefit the animals, 
but they also provide warmth, companionship and a whole lot of fun!

To know more about our homing animals, please go to: 
www.spca.org.hk/en/services/animals-for-adoption

STOP PRESS! 
Already homed on 24 March 2016.
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Members’ Events (May to July)

Horseback Riding Fun Day

Bring your family or a friend to the Lo Wu Saddle Club and experience the excitement of horseback riding and learn more 
about our trusty equine friends. Highlights of the Horseback Riding Fun Day activities will include stable visits, 
an introduction to equine foodstuffs and shoeing (conducted mainly in Cantonese with some supplementary English), 
a demonstration of horses being both fed and led, and the opportunity for some horseback riding. 

Date:   June 4, 2016 (Saturday)

Time:   2pm–4pm (Transportation to the Lo Wu Saddle Club will leave Kowloon Tong MTR Station at 1pm)

Destination:  Lo Wu Saddle Club, Sheung Shui  

Activity Fee:  Members $100, Non-Members $150 (covers round-trip transportation)

Capacity:  25

To sign up:  Please call our Membership Department on 2232 5548 or email membership@spca.org.hk.

Remarks:  Every participating Member is eligible to enrol one Non-Member. Children aged from 5 to 12 years are  
   required to be accompanied by a parent/guardian in order to take part in any horse riding.

Meet our Behavioural Consultant 
A sharing session with our Behavioural Consultant Dr Cynthia Smillie will be held in June. Stay tuned!
(Date to be confirmed)

M E M B E R S ’  C O R N E R
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Contact Information

Please kindly report any change to personal information (correspondence address, phone, fax, etc.) by downloading the “Change 
of Membership Information Form” from http://www.spca.org.hk/images/PDF/spca-change-of-information-e.pdf and 
sending it to the Membership Department as soon as possible to ensure you receive all informative material and the membership 
renewal notice.

Renew via Autopay and receive a gift
You can now choose to renew your membership securely and conveniently 
via Autopay through your bank, credit card or by using PayPal. By doing 
so, you can enjoy uninterrupted services from the SPCA and be sure your 
ongoing commitment is helping improve animal welfare. Apply now and 
receive a limited edition 3-in-1 SPCA Travel Set (worth $148) as a renewal 
gift for using annual Autopay. Download the Standing Instructions Form 
from www.spca.org.hk and send the completed form to SPCA Membership 
Department, 5 Wan Shing Street, Wanchai, Hong Kong.

To use PayPal to renew your membership, please scan the QR code: 
   
Please contact Debbie on 2232 5548 if you have any queries.

Member Benefits
10% discount on 3D Figurine 
Service for SPCA members
By presenting a valid Membership 
Card, SPCA members will now 
receive a 10% discount on the 
purchases of any figurine service 
package from MeMoment. 

(This special offer is valid until 
September 30, 2016. MeMoment 
reserves the right of final decision 
on the use of the offer.)
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Wild boar, on the other hand, 
are mainly found in the New 
Territories’ countryside. They 
are Hong Kong’s largest native 
terrestrial mammal, adults 
weighing up to 200 kg. Wild boar 
live in grasslands and forest, 
but with urban development 
encroaching on the countryside, 
the contact between wild boar 
and humans has increased – not 
always happily. 

The animals are often reported 
as entering villages or urban 
areas searching for food and 
causing disturbance and damage 
to personal property. If you see 
wild boar when out walking, 
stand still and stay calm. Do not 
disturb or feed the animals, and 
do not let dogs bother them. The 
pigs will go away.

In contrast, Romer’s Tree 
Frog is the smallest amphibian 
found in Hong Kong, and is only 
found here. It is named after 

KIDs' CORNER

Photo Acknowledgement : 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Situated on the south coast 
of China surrounded by the 
South China Sea, Hong Kong 
comprises Hong Kong Island, 
Kowloon Peninsula, the New 
Territories and many offshore 
islands. Hong Kong is one of 
the most densely populated 
places in the world. Some 7.2 
million people live in Hong Kong, 
but despite its many high-rise 
buildings and heavily developed 
infrastructure, we still can see 
plenty of wildlife both in the city 
areas and more especially in 
rural locations.

Looking up from Hong Kong’s 
long coastline, or down from 
its peaks, or when taking a 
ferry across the Harbour, we 
can watch Black Kites circle in 
great numbers and sometimes 
dive to skim the surface of the 
sea for food. These birds are 
scavengers and have powerful 
hooked beaks, strong legs and 
good eyesight. 

the naturalist, Mr JD Romer 
who first discovered it in 1952 
on Lamma Island. It has since 
been  recorded on just three 
other outlying islands. The frog 
usually lives in bushes, on the 
ground or inside fallen leaves, 
its body colouration matching 
its surroundings and providing 
camouflage protection.

The Romer’s Tree Frog is 
protected under the Wild 
Animals Protection Ordinance. 
Interfering with it or its eggs can 
attract a fine of up to $100,000 
and imprisonment for a year.

Wildlife – whether it is a plant, 
fungi or animal species – grows 
or lives without human intervention. 
We should respect our wildlife 
by protecting habitats and not 
disturbing what lives there. 
This applies also to Hong Kong’s 
monkeys. Please do not feed 
them. Leave them alone to 
live naturally.

Getting to know 
Hong Kong’s wildlife
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Teddy the pickpocket
Teddy Jack Russell Terrier

Gender: Male
Character: Very energetic, friendly
Interest: Running and chewing bones

Pet Sudoku
Complete the grid and make 
sure that each pet appears 
once in each line running 
across and down.

Answer:
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Help Animals 
by Sponsoring 
a Kennel or Cattery

Our Welfare Work in Numbers 
(October – December 2015) 

• A wonderful opportunity for 
individuals, families, community 
groups and companies to support the 
animals in our care.

 
• A plaque with a name assigned by 

the donor will be attached to the 
front of the kennel or cattery.

 
• Your sponsorship will help animals 

temporarily sheltered at the SPCA to 
enjoy much-needed warmth, security 
and love before finding a permanent 
family. 

Enquiries: 2593 5451
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Homing figures
Dogs                 173
Cats                 289
Others                 148
Total number of animals               610
 
Desexing figures
Total number of animals            3,878

Inspectorate
Emergency calls              7,605
Rescues                 376
Complaints of cruelty investigated         205
Animal trading inspections               465
Advice given   37
Warnings given                                 15
Prosecutions instigated                   7

Released or referred to outside agencies
Number of exotic or indigenous species 12

Sent to foster care
Dogs    51
Cats                 122
Others    12
Total number of animals               185
 
Cat Colony Care Programme
Number of cats handled                      1,355

A3 poster.indd   1 7/5/2013   3:36:12 PM
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N E W  P R O D U C T S

BOSCH GOODIES  (MADE IN GERMANY)      

OFFERS A RANGE OF PALATABLE SNACKS FOR DOGS

LIGHT 
Balanced, low-fat diet snack 

DENTAL 
Helps clean and care for your dog’s teeth

VITALITY 
Strengthens cartilage and joints

HAIR & SKIN 
Best for a healthy and shiny coat

GRAIN FREE 
Grain-free snack, easy to digest 

BURGESS™ FOR ALL YOUR 
SMALL ANIMALS
                   

Burgess Excel is the UK’s No. 1 veterinary- 
recommended food for rabbits, guinea pigs 
and chinchillas.

EASY WALK® 
HARNESSES 
  

• Gently discourages your dog from pulling  
 on the leash.
• Helps keep your dog to the side and   
 redirects his attention towards you. 
• No choking or gagging! Rests across your  
 dog’s chest instead of his throat. 
• Quick-snap buckles on shoulder and belly  
 straps for easy on and off.

PAW OSTEOCARE®
JOINT HEALTH CHEWS

    

Each tasty kangaroo-based chew contains 500 mg 
glucosamine sulfate & 250 mg chondroitin sulfate 
to help improve joint function & health. Purchase 
Paw Osteocare Joint Health Chews to get a pack 
of WOOSH PET WIPES for free! While stocks last.

Retail Area New Look!

Our bigger and better retail area 
offers you the best place to choose 
good products for your pets.
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Pawprint is available in English and Chinese. 
Members wishing to change their language 
preference for Pawprint should contact the 
Membership Department at 2232 5548 or 
debbie.tam@spca.hk.

Pawprint is published by the Society for the 
Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals (Hong Kong) 
in February, May and August.  

©2016 Copyright reserved by SPCA (HK)
Society for the Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals 
(Hong Kong). Website: www.spca.org.hk

ADVERTISING  
To place an advertisement, please contact Vivian Chiu 
at vivian.chiu@spca.hk.

SUBSCRIPTION
Schools or institutions which are interested in 
subscribing to Pawprint are invited to contact 
Vivian Chiu at vivian.chiu@spca.hk.

Our Centres
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
5 Wan Shing Street, Wanchai
2802 0501

Barking Lot (Stanley Adoption Centre)
14 Stanley Main Street, Stanley Market
2164 8382

Kowloon Centre
105 Princess Margaret Road, Ho Man Tin
2713 9104

Mongkok Adopt-a-Pet Centre
2D, G/F, 6 Peace Avenue, Mongkok 
2714 1000

Cheung Chau Clinic
CX277 Tung Wan, Cheung Chau 
2981 4176

Sai Kung Clinic
7 Sha Tsui Path, Sai Kung 
2792 1535

Sai Kung Adopt-a-Pet Centre
65 Man Nin Street, Sai Kung 
2232 5599

Hang Hau Clinic
Flat B, 2/F, Block 5, Hang Hau Village, 
Tseung Kwan O 
2243 0080

Mui Wo Clinic
Shop 14, Mui Wo Centre, Lantau Island
2984 0060

Fairview Park Centre  
G/F , DD104 , LOT3250 , B81 , Fairview 
Park Boulevard, Yuen Long 
2482 2770

SPCA Welfare Desexing Centre 
Fairview Park Main Road L3250 B8RP, 
San Tin, Yuen Long
2593 5438

General Enquiries  2802 0501
Emergency Hotline  2711 1000
www.spca.org.hk

Veterinary Services
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
Kowloon Centre
Cheung Chau Clinic
Sai Kung Centre
Hang Hau Clinic
Mui Wo Clinic
Yuen Long Fairview Centre
2802 0501 / 2802 3003

After-hours Veterinary Emergencies 
2711 1000

Mobile Clinic
Serving Tung Chung, Tsuen Wan, Tuen Mun 
and Shatin
2802 0501 / 2713 9104

Adoption Services
Hong Kong Centre (Headquarters)
Barking Lot (Stanley Adoption Centre)
Kowloon Centre
Mongkok Adopt-a-Pet Centre
Sai Kung Adopt-a-Pet Centre
2232 5529 

Spaying and Neutering
Animal Welfare Vehicle
Mobile vehicle providing low-cost desexing to 
target areas and clients
2232 5513

Spay/Neuter Assistance Programme
2232 5549 

Cat Colony Care Programme (CCCP)
2232 5513

Community Dog Programme (CDP) 
2232 5511

China Outreach 
Programme
Providing assistance to animal welfare 
agencies and veterinary surgeons in China 
through education and advice 
2232 5555

Education
Education talk enquiries and arrangement 
2232 5541 / 2232 5526

Animal Rescue and 
Report of Cruelty 
2711 1000

Membership Services   
Enquiries on membership status, benefits and 
activities
2232 5548

Members’ Concierge Services
General enquiries and information on pet 
import, export, cremation and licensing
2232 5509

Donations
2232 5536 
or use this QR code

Animal Sponsorship Programme 
A monthly donation programme that supports 
our adoption animals 
2232 5510

Other Services
Lost and Found Animals     2232 5553

Behaviour and Training Courses for Dogs
2232 5567

Pet Boarding    2232 5501

Pet Grooming   2232 5532

Pet Wellness     2802 0501 

Volunteering 
Volunteer Coordination       2232 5508

Foster Parent Programme   2232 5524

SPCA (HK) would like to acknowledge 
the generous support of Hill’s Science 
Diet® and Hill’s Prescription Diet® 
products in providing food for the dogs 
and cats in homing.



For Details On Adopting:
www.spca.org.hk     

Hotline:
2232 5529 

“Let me be your loyal companion”
Adopt
ME !


